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CHAPTER i. 



A thort-hough'd man, bift fall of pride. 

Allan kxKSAT. 



The blood of Julian Peveril was so much fever- 
ed by the state in which his invisible visitor lefk 
him, that he was unable, for a length of time, to 
find repose. He swore to himself, that he would 
discover and expose the nocturnal demon which 
stole on his hours of rest, only to add gall to 
bitterness, and to pour poison into those wounds 
which already smarted so severely. There was 
nothing which his power extended to, that, in 
his rage, he did not threaten. He proposed a 
closer and a more vigorous survey of his cell^ so 
that he might discover the mode by which bis 
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tormentor entered, were it as unnoticeable as an 
augre>hole. If his diligence should prove unavail- 
ing! he determined to inform the jailors, to whom it 
could not be indifferent to know, that their prison 
was open to such intrusiqps. He proposed to him- 
self, to discover from their looks, whether they 
were already privy to these visits ; and if so, to 
denounce them to the magistrates, to the judges, 
to the House of Commons, was the least that his 
resentment proposed. Sleep surprised his worn- 
out frame in the midst of his projects of disco- 
very and vengeance, and, as frequently happens, 
the light of the ensuing day proved favourable to 
calmer resolutions. 

He now reflected that he had no ground to 
consider the motives of his viator as po»tivdy 
malevolent, although he had afforded him little 
encouragement to hope for assistance on the 
points h^ had moat at heart. Towards himself^ 
there had been, expressed a dedded feeling, both 
of sympathy and interest ; if through means of 
these he could acquire his liberty, he might, when 
possessed of freed(»n, turn it to thebenefit of those 
for whom he was more interested than for his own 
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welfare. '* I have behaved like a fool,'* be said ; 
*^ I ought to have temporized with this nngular 
being, learned the motives of its interference^ 
and availed myself of its succour, pronrifing I 
could do so without any dishonourable condi- 
tions. It would have been always time enough 
to reject such when they shoilld have been pro* 
posed to me.^ 

So saying, he was forming projects for regula- 
ting his intercourse with the stranger more pru-* 
dently, in ckse their communication shoidd be re- 
newed, when his meditations were interrupted by 
the peremptory summons of Sir Greoffrey Hud- 
son, that he would, in his turn, be pleased to per- 
form those domestic duties of their common ha^ 
bitation, which the dwarf had yesterday taken 
upoii himself. 

There was no resisting a request so reason* 
able, and Peveril accordingly rose and betook- 
himself to the arrangement of their prison, while' 
Hudson, perched upon a stool from which his 
legs did not by half way reach the ground,* 
sat m a posture of elegant languor, twang* 
ling upon an old broken^winded guitar, and 
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smgkig songs ia SfKinisb, M<^risb, and Liogua 
Ftanca, most detestably out of tune. He failed 
not, at the conclusion of each ditty, to favour Ju* 
iian with some account of what he had sung, 
ipitlier in the way of trasslatioD, or historical anec- 
dote, or as the lay w^ eonnepted yfiih some pecu« 
har part of his own eventful history, m the course 
of which the poor little man had chanced to have 
been taken by a Sallee rover, and q^cd paptive 
into Morocco. 

This part of his life Hudson used to make the 
era of many strange adventures ; and, if he could 
lamself be believed, he had made wild work among 
the affections' of the Emperor'^s'seraglto. But, al» 
t))ough few were in a situation to cross-examine 
him on gallantries and intrigues of which the 
scene was so remote, the officers of the garrison 
of Tangier had a report current amongst them, 
that the only use to which the tyrannical Moors 
Qould convert a slave of such slender corporeal 
length j was to employ him to lie a-bed all day 
wd batch turkey^s eggs. The least allusion to 
thia rumour used to drive him well nigh frantic, 
and the fatal termination of his duel with young 
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CroftSy which began in wanton mirth, and ended 
ID bloodied, made men more 007 than tbey had 
formerly been, of making the fiery Utile hero the 
subject of. their raillery. 

While Pev^iidid thedrudgery.of theapartiMnt, 
the. dwarf remained mufih at hit ease, carolling 
in the manner we have described.; but when he 
beheld Julian attempting the task of the cook, Sir 
Geoffrey Hudson sprang firom the stool on which 
he sat ^ Sigfiar, at the risk of breaking both his 
guitar andhisi^ck, exclaiming, ^< That he would 
vather prepiyre breaklast eyery. morning beturixt 
t^ ai\d yhQ day of judgment, than comipit a task 
of such consequence to 1 such, an inexperienced 
buufKl^r .9^ his coihpank»L^ 
, The ypung man gladly resigned his task to the 
s^enetic little Knight, and only smiled athisTe* 
sentment when he added, that, to be but a mortal 
ofmiddle staiiure, Julian was as stupid as agiant. 
leaving; him to prepare the. meal after. his own 
ple$si»re, Peveril employed himself in measuring 
the ropm with his eyes. on every ^e, and in en* 
(^.eaiTQuring to discover, jsome private cntrancef^ 
si^cli as might %dinit 1ms midnight visitant, and 
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perhaps could be em{^)yed in case of need for 
effecting his own escape. The fkxyr next engaged 
a scrutiny equally minute, but moxe sucoesflfuL 
Close by his own pallet, and dropped in sucb 
a manner that he must haye. seen it sooner but 
for the hurry with which he obeyred the sunw 
moas of the impatient dwarf, lay a slip of paper, 
sealed, and directed with the initial letters J. P., 
whieh seemed to ascertain that it was addressed 
to himself. He to6k the oppOTtunity of opening 
it while die soup was in the very moment of pro- 
jection, and the full attention of his companion 
was occupied by what he, in common with miseap 
tod taller m^, conndered as one of the principal 
occupations of life, so that, without incurring his 
observation, or awakeninghiscurio6ity,JuUan had 
the opportumty to read as fi^ows : 

^< Rash and infatuated as you are, there is one 
who would forfeit much to stand betwixt you and 
your fate. You are td-mprrpw to be removed to . 
the Tower, .where your life cannot be assured for 
a single day ; for, during the few hours you 
have been in London, you have provoked a re- 
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smCmeDt which la not easily alaked. There is 
but one chance for you,-— renounce A. B.<— >think 
no more of her. If that be impossible^ think of 
her but as one whom you can never see again. 
If your heart can sesolre to give up an attach« 
ment winch it should never .h|kve entertained, 
ttid which it would be madness to cherish longer, 
make your acquiescence in this condition known 
by putting, on your hat a white band, or white 
feather, or knot of ribband of the same cdour, 
whichever you may most easily come by. A 
boat will, in that case, run, «s if by acddent, 
on board of that which is to convey you to the 
Tower. Do you in the confasion jump overboard, 
and .swim to the Southwark side of the Thames. 
Priends will attend there to seeure your escape, 
and you will find yourself with one ^riho will ra- 
ther lose character and life, than that a hair of 
your head should fall to the ground ; but who, 
if you reject the warning, can only think of you 
as of the fool who perishes in his folly. May 
Heaven guide you to ai sound judgment of your 
condition! So prays one who would be yourfriend, 
if you would, 

" Unknown.'' 
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The Tower !--4t was a word of toxor, evcB 
more so than a civil prison ; for how many pas. 
sages to death did that dark structure pneseot ? 
The severe executions which it had witnessed 
in preceding, reigns^ were not perhaps so nu. 
merou^ a& the privy murders which had takeo 
place within its walls ; yet Peveril did not a 
moment hesitate on the part which he had to 
perform* ^' I will share my father^s faie,^ he 
sa^ ; ^^ I thought hut of him when they brought 
me hither ; I will think of nothing eke when 
they oonvoy me to yonder still more dreadful 
place, of confinement; it is his, aad:itisbut meet 
that it should .be his sonV-rr-And thou, Alice 
Bridgenprth) the day that I renounce, thee, may 
I ]|pie. held alike a traitor and a dastard l-^-^Qo^ 

ft • 

faW adviser, and share the fate of seducers and 
of heretical teachers.'' 

Hejcould not help uttering this last expreanon 
aloud, as he threw the billet into the fire, widh a 
vehemence which made: the dwarf start with sur« 
prise. ^^ What say you. of burning Iierelics, 
youMg man P" be exclaimed ; ^^ by my faith .your 
zeal must be warmer than mine, if 3nou talk on 
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such a subject when the Jieretics are the prevail 
iDg npmber.. May I jmeafture six feet without id j 
thoes^ but the heretics would bftye the best of it 
if we came to that work. Beware of such words.'* 

" Too late to beware of words spoken,^ said 
the turnkey, who, ppening the door with unusual 
precautions to avoid noise, had stolenunperceived 
into the room ; ** however, Master Peveril has 
behaved like a gentleman, and I am no tale- 
bearer, condition he will consida* I have bad' 
trouble in his matters.^ 

Julian had no alternative but fo take the fdi- 
Iqw^s hint and administer a bribe, with #hich 
Master Clink was so well satisfied, that be ex*' 
claimed, " It went to his heart to take leave of 
such a kind-natured gentlenian, and that he could 
have turned the key on him for twenty years with 
pleasure. But the best friends must partr 

^* I am' to be remov^ then f**^ said Juli^n^ 

*^ Ay, truly, master, the warrant is come from 
the Council." 

" To convfey me^to the Tower/* 

^* Whew r exclaimed the officer of the law, 

11 
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<^ who the devil told you that ? But unce yoii 
do know it, there is no harm to say ay. So 
make yourself ready to move immediately ; and 
first, hold out your dew-beaters till I take off the 
darbies.'' 

" Is that usual ?** said Peveril, stretching out 
his feet as the fellow directed, while his fetters 
were unlocked. 

" Why, ay, master, these fetters belong to the 
keeper ; they are not a-going to send them to 
the Lieutenant, I trow. No, no, the warders 
must bring their own gear with them ; they get 
none here, I promise them. Nevertheless, if your 
honour hath a fancy to go in fetters, as thinking 
it may move compassion of your case—'*' 

** I have no intention to make my case seem 
worse than it is," said Julian, whilst, at the same 
time. It crossed his mind that his anonymous 
correspondent must be well acquainted both with 
his own personal habits, since the letter proposed 
a plan of escape which could only be executed by 
a bold swimmer, and with the fashions of the 
prison, since it was foreseen that he would not 
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be ironed on bis passage to the Tower. The 
tumkey'^s next speech made him carry conjecture 
still farther. 

'^ There is nothing in life I would not do for 
so brave a guest,^ said Clink ; <* I could nab 
one of my wife^s ribbands for you, if your honour 
had the fancy to mount the white flag in your 
beaver." 

'* To what good purpose ?^ said Julian, short- 
ly connecting, as was natural, the man'^s proposed 
civility with the advice given and the signal pre* 
scribed in the letter. 

'^ Nay, to no good purpose I know of,^ said 
the turnkey ; ^^ only it is the fashion to seem white 
and harmless— -a sort of token of not guiltiness, 
as I may say, which folks desire to shew whether 
they be guilty or not ; but I cannot say that 
guiltiness or not guiltiness argufies much, saving 
they be words in the vardict^ 

<< Strange,"* thought Peveril, although the man 
seemed to speak quite naturally, and without any 
double meaning, ** strange that all should appa- 
rently combine to realize the plan of escape, could 
I but give my consent to it ! And had I not better 
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consent? Whoever does so much ftir me must 
urish me well, and a welUwisher wonld never en* 
force the unjust conditions on which I am re<« 
quired to consent to my liberation.^ 

But this misgiving of his resolution was but 
for a moment. He speedily recollected, that who- 
soever aided him in escaping, must be necessarily 
exposed to great risk, and had a right to name 
the stipulation on which he was willing to incur 
it. He also leoollected, that falsehood is equally 
base, whether expressed in words or in dumb 
show ; and that he would lie as flatly by using 
the signal agreed upon in evidence of his renoun- 
cing Alice Bridgendrth, as he would in direct 
terms if he made such renunciation without the 
purpdse of abiding by it 

** If you would oblige me,^ he said to the 
turnkey, ^< let me have a piece of black silk or 
crape for the purpose you mention.^ 

** Of crape,'' said the fellow ; ** what should 
that signify ? Why, the bien morts, who bing out 
to tour at you, will think you a chimney-sweeper 
oti May-day.'' 
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" It will shew my settled sorrow,** said Julian, 
^^ as well as my detennined resolution.** 

".As you will, Mr,** answered the fellow ; " 1*11 
provide you with a black rag of some kind or 
4^her. So, now, let us be moving.** 
. Julian intimated his readiness to attend him, 
and. proceeded to bid farewell to bis latecompa-^ 
nipn, the stout Geo£Prey Hudson. The parting 
was not without emotion on both sides, more p«r^ 
ticularly op that of the poor little man, whoiiad 
taken a particular likiiig to th^ companion of 
vliom he was now about to be deprived. ^* Fare 
ye well,** he said, " my young friend," taking 
Julian*$ hand in both his own uplifted pahns; in 
which action he somewhat resembled the attitude 
of a sailor pulling a rope overhead, — " Many ill 
my situation .would think himself wronged, as a 
soldier and' servant of the king*s chamber, in see^ 
ing you removed io a more honourable prison 
than that which I am limited unto. But, I thank 
God, I grudge you not the Tower, nor the Rocks 
of Scilly, nor eveiv Carisbrooke Castle,. though 
the latter was graced with the "captivity of my 
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blessed and martyfed master. Go where you 
will, I wish you all the distinctioii of an honour- 
able prison-house, and a safe and speedy deliver- 
ance in Grod^s own time. For myself, my race is 
near a close, and that because I fall a mar^ to 
the over-tenderness of my own heart. There is a 
circumstance, good Master Julian Peveril, which 
should have been yours, had Providence permit* 
ted our farther intimacy, but it fits not the present 
hour. Gro, then, my friend, and bear witness in 
life and death, that GeofiPrey Hudson scorns the 
insults and persecutions of fortune, as he would 
despise, and has often despised, the mischievous 
pranks of an overgrown schoolboy.^ 

So saying, he turned away, and hid his face 
with his little handkerdiief^ while Julian felt to- 
wards him that tragi-comic sensation which makes 
us pity the object which excites it, not the less 
that we are somewhat inclined to laugh amid our 
sympathy. The jailer made him a signal, which 
Peveril obeyed, leaving the dwarf to disconsolate 
solitude. 

As Julian followed the keeper through the va- 

8 
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nous windings of this penal labyrinth^ the man 
observed that '^ he was a rum fellow, that little 
Sir Geoffrey, and, for gallantry, a perfect Cock 
of Bantam, for as old as he was. There was a cer- 
tain gay wench,^^ he said, <^ that had hooked him ; 
but what she could make of him, save she car« 
ried him to Smithfield, and took money for him, 
as for a motion of puppets, it was,^ he said, 
<*hard to gather.'' 

Encouraged by this opening, Julian asked if 
his attendant knew why his prison was changed. 
^' To teach you to become a King's post without 
commission," answered the fellow. 

He stopped in his tattle as they approached that 
formidable central point, in which lay couched on 
his leathern elbow-chair the fat commander of the 
fortress, stationed apparently for ever in the midst 
of his citadel, as the huge Boa is sometimes said 
to lie stretched as a guard upon the subterranean 
treasures of eastetnRajahs. This overgrown man 
of authority eyed Julian wistfully. and sullenly, 
as the miser the guinea which he must part with, 
or the hungry mastiff the food which is carried 
to another kennel. He growled to himself as hq 

VOL, IV. B 
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turned the leaves of his ominous register, in or* 
der to make the necessary entry respecting the 
removal of his piisoner. *< To the Tower— ^to the 
Tower*— ay, ay, all must to the Tower-*that^s the 
fiishion of it— free Britoos to a militaiy prison, $» 
if we had neither bolts nor diains here !-— I hope 
ParGament will have it up, this Towering work, 
that^s ail.— Well, the youngster wUl take no good 
by the change, and that is one comfort." 

Having finished at once his official act of re^ 
gistradon, and his soliloquy, he made a sign to 
his asmstants to remove Julian, who was led along 
the same stem passages which he had traversed 
upon his entrance, to the gate of the pri8on,whence 
a coach, escorted by two officers of justice, con. 
veyed him to the water-nde. 

A boat here waited him, with four, warders of 
the Tower, to whose custody he was formally 
rangned by his late attendants. Clink, how. 
ever, the turnkey, with whom he was more ^- 
cially acquainted, did not take leave ci him with- 
out furnishing him with the piece of black crape 
whidi he requested. Peveril fixed it on his hat 
amid the whispers of his new guardians. ^^ The 
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gentleman is in a hurry to go into raouiningr 
said one ; '* mayhi^ he had better wait till he has 
cause.** 

*^ Perhaps others may wear mourning for him^ 
f re he can mourn for any one,** answered another 
of these functionaries. 

Yet, notwithstanding the tenot of these whis- 
pers, their behaviour to their prisoner was more 
respectful than he had experienced from his Hod- 
mer keepers, and might be termed a sullen civiL 
ity. The ordinary officers of the law were in ge^ 
neral rude, as having to do with felons of every 
description; whereas these men were only env- 
ployed with persons accused of state crimes— «men 
who were from birth and circumstances usually ei^ 
titled to expect, and able to reward^ decent usage. 

The change of keepers passed unnoticed by Ju- 
lian, as did the gay and busy scene presented by 
the broad and beautifulriver on which he- was now 
launched. A hundred boats shot past them, bear- 
ing parties intent upon business, or upon plea- 
sure. Julian only viewed them with the stern 
hope, that whosoever had endeavoured to bribe 
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him from bis fidelity by the hope of freedom, 
might see, from the colour of the badge which 
he had assumed, how determined he was to resist 
the temptaticm presented to him. 

It was about high water, and a stout wherry 
came up the river, with sail and oar, so directly 
upon that in which Julian was embarked, that it 
seemed as if likely to run her aboard, *^ Get your 
carabines ready ,^ cried the principal warder to 
his asastants. ^< What the devil can these scoun- 
drels mean P"" 

But the crew in the other boat seemed to have 
perceived their error, for they suddenly altered 
their course, and struck off into the middle 
stream, while a torrent of mutual abuse was ex- 
changed betwixt them and the boat whose course 
they had threatened to impede. 

^' The Unknown has kept his faith,^ siud Ju- 
lian to himself ; '^ I too have kept mine.^ 

It even seemed to him, as the boats neared 
each other, that he heard, from the other wherry, 
something like a stifled scream or groan; and 
wh^n the momen^ry bustle was over, he asked 
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the warder who sat next him, what boat that 
was. 

*' Men-of-warVmen on a frolic, I suppose,^ 
answered the warder. ^< I know no one else 
would be so impudent as run foul of the Eing*s 
boat ; for I am sure the fellow put the helm up 
on purpose. But mayhap you, sir, know more 
of the matter than I do.^ 

This insinuation effectually prevented Julian 
from putting further questions, and he remained 
silent until the boat came under the dusky bas^ 
tions of the Tower. The tic|£ carried them up 
under a dark and lowa*ing arch, closed at the 
upper end by the well-known Traitors' gate, form- 
ed like a wicket of huge intersecting bars of 
wood, through which might be seen a dim and 
imperfect view of soldiers and warders upon 
duty, and of the steep ascending causeway which 
leads up from the river into the interior of the 
fortress. By this gate,— and it is the well-known 
circumstance which assigned its name, — ^those ac- 
cused of state crimes were usually committed to 
the Tower. The Thames afforded a secret and 
foleni mode of conveyance for transporting thi- 
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iher such whose fallen fortunes might move the 
commiseration, or whose popular qualities might 
excite the sympathy, of the public ; and even 
where no especial secrecy existed, the peace of 
the city was undisturbed by the tumult attending 
the passage of the prisoner and his guards durough 
the most.puUic streets. 

Yet this custom, hcrnrever recommauled by 
state policy, must have often struck chill upon the 
heart of the criminal, who thus, stolen, as it were,^ 
out c^ sodety, reached the jdaoe of his confine- 
ment, wiliumt encountering even one glance of 
compassion on the road ; and as fn»n under the 
dusky iffch, he landed on those flinty steps, worn 
by many a footstep anxious as his own, against 
which the tide lapped fitfully with small succes- 
sive waveS) and thence looked forward to the 
steep ascent into a Gothic state-prison, and back- 
ward to such part <^ the river as the low-brow^d 
yault suffered to become visible, he must often 
have felt that he was leaving day-Ught, h<^, and 
life itself, behind him. 

While the warder^s challenge was made and 
answered* Peveril endeavoured to obtain inform- 
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atk>n from his conducton where he was likely 
to be confined ; but the answer was brief and ge- 
nieral — ^^ Where the Lieutenant should direct^ 

^^ Could he not be permitted to share the im« 
priflomnent of his father. Sir Greofiiey Peveril ?^ 
He forgot not, on this occasion, to add the sur- 
name of his house. 

The warder, an old man of respectable appear- 
ance, stared, as if at the extravagance of the de» 
mand, and said bluntly, ^* It is impossible." 

*^ At least," said Peveril, '* shew me where my 
father is confined, that I may look upon the wall 
which separate us." 

^* Young gentleman,^ said the semor warder, 
shaking {lis grey head, ^< I am sorry for you ; 
but asking questions will do you no service. In 
this place we know nothing of fathers and sons." 

Yet chance seemed, in a fewminutes afterwards, 
to offer Peveril that satisfaction which the rigour 
of his keepers was disposed to deny to him. As 
he was conveyed up the steep passage which leads 
under what is called the Wakefield Tower, a fer 
male voice, in a tone wherdn grief and joy were 
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indeacribably mixed, exclaimed^ <' My son !^« 
My dear son P 

Even those who guarded Julian seemed sofu 
ened by a tone of such acute feeling. They slack- 
ened their pace. They almost paused to permit 
him to look up towards the casement from which 
the sounds of maternal agony proceeded ; but 
the aperture was so narrow, and so closely grated, 
that nothing was viable save a white female hand, 
which grasped one of these rusty barricadoes, as 
if for supporting the person within, while another 
streamed a white handkerchief, and then let it 
fall. The casement was instantly deserted. 

** Give it me,^ said Julian to. the officer who 
lifted the handkerchief; '^ it is perhaps a mo> 
ther's last gift"" 

The old warder lifted the napkin, and looked 
at it with the jealous minuteness of one who is 
accustomed to detect secret oonrespcmdence in 
the most trifling acts of intercourse. 

<< There may be writing on it with invisible 
ink,"^ said one of his comrades. 

<* It is wetted, but I think it is only with tears,^ 
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answered the senior. ** I cannot keep it from 
the poor young gentleman*^ 

** Ah, Master Coleby,^ said his comrade, in a 
gentle tone of reproach, ^* you would hare been 
wearing a better coat than a yeoman^s to-day, had 
it not been for your tender heart.^ 

^^ It signifies litde,^ said old Coleby, ** while 
my heart is true to my King, what I feel in dis- 
charging my duty, or what coat keeps my old 
bosom from the cold weather.*" 

Peveril, meanwhile, folded in his breast the 
token ci his mother^s affection which chance bad 
favoured him with ; and when placed in the small 
and solitaty chamber which he was told to consi- 
der as his own during his residence in the Tower^ 
he was soothed even to weeping by this trifling 
ciniumstance, which he could not help consider* 
ing as an omen, that his unfortunate house was 
not entirely deserted by Providence. 

But the thoughts and occurrences of a prison 
are too unifDrm for a narrative, and we must now 
convey our readers into a more bustling seoie* 
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CHAPTER II. 



Heocefoith 'ds done— Portonc and I are fiiendi ; 
And I must liye, for Buckingham commends. 

Pops. 



Th£ qpadous inaitsion of the Duke c^ Back- 
ingbam, with the demesne beloDgiDg to it, origiiir 
ally bore the name of York House, «nd occupied 
a large portion o{ the ground adjacent to the 
Savoy. 

TluB had been laid out by the muni0oaioe of 
his Slither, the favourite of Charles the Firtt, 
in a most splendid manner, so as ahnoet to rival 
Whitehall itself. But during the increasing 
rage for building new streets, and abnoet an ad- 
ditional town, in order to connect London and 
WestnuBster> this ground had become oi very 
great value ; and the second Duke of Bucking- 
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ham, who was at once fond of scheming, and 
needy of money, had agreed to a plan laid before 
him by some adventurous architect, for convert- 
ing the extennve grounds around his palace into 
those streets, lanes, and courts, which still per- 
petuate his name and tides ; though those who 
live in Buckingham Street, Duke Street, Vdlier^s 
Street, or in Of-alley, (for even that ccmnecting 
particle is locally commemorated,) probably think 
beldom of the memory of the witty, eccentric, and 
licentious George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, 
whose titles are preserved in the names of their 
residence and its neighbourhood. 

This buikling-plan the Duke had entered upon 
with all the eagerness which he usually attached 
to novelty. His gardens were destroyed— his pa- 
villioDs levelled — ^his splendid stables dctmclished 
-—the whole pomp of his suburban dememe laid 
waste, cumbered with ruins, and intersected with 
the foundations of new buildings and cellars, and 
•the process of levelling different lines for the in- 
jtended streets. But the undertaking although it 
proved afterwards both lucrative and successful, 
met with a check at the outset, partly from want 
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of tlie necessary Ainds, partly from the impatient 
and mercurial temper of tlie Duke, which soon 
carried him off in pursuit of some more new object. 
So that though much was demolished, very little, 
in comparison, was reared up in the stead, and 
nothing was completed. The principal part of 
the ducal mansion still remained uninjured ; but 
the demesne in which it stood bore a strange 
analogy to the irregular mind of its noble owner. 
Here stood a beautiful group of exotic trees and 
shrubs, the remnant of the garden, amid yawn* 
ing common-sewers and heaps of rubbish. In 
one place an old tower threatened to fall upon the 
spectator ; and in another, he ran the risk of be- 
ing swallowed up by a modem vault. Grandeur 
T>f conception could be discovered in the under- 
taking, but was almost everywhere marred by 
poverty or negligence of execution. In short, 
the whole place was the true emblem of an under- 
standing and talents run to waste, and become 
more dangerous than advantageous to sodety, by 
the want of steady principle^ and the improvi- 
dence of the possessor. 

There were men who took a different view of 
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the Duke^s purpose in permitting his mansioii to 
be thus surrounded, and his demesne occupied 
by modern buildings which were incomplete, and 
ancient which were but half demolished. . They 
alleged, that, engaged as he was in so many mys- 
teries of love and of politics, and having the 
character of the most dahng and dangerous in- 
triguer of his time, his Grace found it convenient 
to surround himself with this ruinous arena, into 
which officers of justice could not penetrate with- 
out some difficulty and hazard ; and which might 
afford, upon occasion, a safe and secret shelter 
for such tools as were fit for desperate enter- 
prizes, and a private and unobserved mode of 
access to those whom he might have any special 
reason for receiving in secret. 

Leaving Peveril in the Tower, we must once 
more convey our readers to the levee of the 
Duke, who, upon the morning of Julian'^s trans- 
ference to that fortress, thus addressed his mini- 
8ter-in.chief, and principal attendant : — ^^ I have 
been so pleased with your conduct in this matter, 
Jerningham, that if Old Nick were to arise in our 
presence, and offer me his best imp as a familiar 
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in thy roGDi) I would hold it but ft poor oompii. 
ment.^ 

^ A legion of iraps,^ said Jerningham, boir. 
ing, ^' could not have been more busy than I in 
your Grace'^s service; but if your Grace will 
permit me to say so, your whole plan was weH 
nigh marred by your not returning home tiH 
last night, or rather this morning.*^ 

^ And why, I pray you, sage Master 3e^ 
ningham,^ sidd his Grrace, '^ should I have re- 
turned home an instant sooner than my pleasure 
and convenience served r* 

*^ Nay, my Lord Duke,^ replied the attend- 
ant) *^ I know not ; only when you s^it us word 
by Empson, at ChifBncb's apartment, to com. 
mand us to make sure of the girl at any rate^ 
and at all risks, you said you would be here so 
soon as you could get freed of the King.^ 

*< Freed of the King, you rascal ! What sort 
of phrase is that ?^^ demanded the Duke. 

'^ It was En^MSon who used it^ my lord, as 
coming from your Graoe/^ 

<^ There is much very fit for my Grace to sayv 

that misbecomes such mouths as his or yours tp 
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repeat,^ answered the Duke, haughtily, but in- 
stantly resumed his tone of familiarity, for his 
humour was as capricious as his pursuits. *^ But 
I know what thou wouldst have ; first, your wis* 
dom would know what became of me since thou 
hadst my commands at Chiffinch^s ^ and next, 
your valour would fain sound another flourish of 
trumpets on thine own most artificial retreat, 
leaving thy comrade in the hands of the Philis- 
tmes.'' 

*^ May it please your Grace,^ said Jeming^ 
ham, ^^ I did but retreat for the preservation of 
the baggage.^^ 

*^ What, do you play at crambo with me ?^ 
said the Duke. ^* I would have you know that 
the common parish fool should be whipt, were he 
to attempt to pass pun or quodlibet as a genuine 
jest, even amongst ticket^porters and hackney- 
ehairmen.'^ 

^* And yet I have heard your Grace indulge 
in the jeu demots^ answered the attendant. 

<< Sirrah Jemingham,^ answered the patron, 
^^ discard thy tnemory, or keep it under correc- 
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tiop, else it will hamper thy rise in the world. 
Thou mayst have seen me have a fancy to play 
at trap-ball, or to kiss a serving wench, or to 
guzzle ale and eat toasted cheese in a porU^rly 
whimsy ; but is it fitting thou shouldst remem- 
ber such follies? No more on't. — Hark you; 
hoiir came the long lubberly fool, Jenkins, to suf- 
fer himself to be run through the body so simply 
by a rustic swain like this same Peveril ?^ 

^^ Please your Grace, this same Corydon is no 
such novice. I saw the onset ; and except in one 
hand, I never saw a sword managed with such 
life, grace, and facility.'' 

^^ Ay, indeed ?'^ said the Duke, takii^ his own 
sheathed rapier in his hand, ^^ I could not have 
thought that. I am somewhat rusted, and have 
need of breathing. Peveril is a name of note. 
As well go to Bams-elms, or behind Montagu 
House, with him as with another. His father a 
rumoured plotter too. The public would have 
noted it in me as becoming a zealous Protestant, 
Needful I do something to muntiun my good 
name in the city, to atone for non-attendance on 
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prayer and preaching. But your Laertes is fast 
in the Fleet ; and I suppose his blundering block- 
head of an antagonist is dead or dying.^ 

" Recovering, my lord, on the contrary," re- 
plied Jemingham ; *' the blade fortunately avoid- 
ed his vitals.'' 

" D — n his vitals !" answered the Duke. " Tell 
him to postpone his recovery, or I will put him 
to death in earnest" 

^< I will caution his surgeon," said Jemingham, 
•* which will answer equally well." 

'^ Do so ; and tell him he had better be on his 
own death-bed as cure his patient till I send him 
notice. That young fellow must be let loose 
again at no rate." 

'^ There is little danger," siud the attendant. 
'^ I hear some of the witnesses have got their net 
flung over him on account of some matters down 
in the north ; and that he is to be translated to 
the Tower for that, and for some letters of the 
Countess of Derby, as rumour goes." 

" To the Tower let him go, and get out as he 
can," replied the Duke ; " and when you hear he 
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is £Ei8t there, let the fencing fellow recover aa fius!^ 
a$ the 9urgeoD and he can mutually -settle it^ 

The Buke, having said thisy took two or three 
turne.in the apartment, and appeared to be in 
deep thought. His attendant waited the issue 
of his meditations with patience, being weU aware 
that such mpods, during wUch his mind was 
stronglj directed ia one point, w^e never of so 
long duration with his patroa as to prove ft so* 
vere burden to his own p atiepc e > 

Accordingly, after4be »lence of seven or eight 
minutes^ the Duke broke through it, taking firom 
the toilette a large silk purse, which seemed f uU 
of gold. . *^ Jerningham,"* he said, ^^ diou art a 
faithful fellow, and it would be sin not to cherish 
thee* I beat the King at Mali on his bold defi- 
^Xfn^* The honour is enough for me ; and thvu^ 
mjr.boy» ^halt have the winmngs*"' 

Jeminghaw pocketed tb^ purse with due ac^ 
koQwledgments. 

" Jeming^xam»'' his Grace conttinued, " I know 

yQM blame me. for cbangiiig my plan^ too often ; 

•and pn«my soul I have heard jrou so jleamed oa 

the subject, that I have become of your opinion. 
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and Jwve bmi vexed at myadf tor twi>«r three 
lioiin togetker^ for not sticking as eonslantly to 
aaeol^Bet, aB^loubtfess I shidl, when age (toudi* 
iag hh fiffehead) shall rn^ke this same weadiMv 
eodL too rusted to tuxn wkb the ohan^g breeze. 
But as yet, while I have spirit and action, let it 

whirl fike the T«ne at the mast-head, whidi 

* 

teaches the pilot how to 8te«r Us course ; and 
when I shift mine, thiak I am bound to foUim 
fortune, and not to contrd her.^ 

*^ I can understand nothing from all this, please 
font €kace,^ replied Jenaang^am, << saving that 
you fasfve changed some purposed measures, and 
think that you have profited by doing so « 

^ Ye« ihdil jttdge yourielf,"* replied Ae Duke 
** I have aeen the Diich^M of Pk>rtsroodthi.«^Yott 
Mart. It IS true, by Heaven { I have seen her, 
and firom sworn «nemtee we have become fmorti 
insads. The tmity between suifc high and 
isa^iy powers had sc^ie waghty airtides ; tye^. 
M0i^ I had <a Fcencb oegocisftDr to deal wit)i ; so 
4^at yon wil ^allow a few hours ahfiK^nce l^s but 
a^^neeessary into-val to m^ke up our matters ofn 
dipkmaayt'^ 
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** Your Giace . astonishes me,^:sakl Jenidbg^ 
bam. .<< ChsistiaQ^s plaa of suppkata^ the great 
lady is then aiturely sbaDdoned ? I thought yoa 
had but desired to have the fair suooessor here^ 
isi order to carry it on^oader your own maBs^ 
nent* 

. *f I forg^.what I meant at the time,^ said the 
Duke; ^^ unless that I was lesdved she iboiild not 
^t me lui she did the good-natnred man of royaU 
ty ; and so I am.stffl determiiied, since you put 
me in mind of the fair Dowsabdle. ButJ had 
a contrite note from die Dudiess while we were 
at the Mall. I went to see her, and found her a 
perfect Niobe.-— On my soul, in spte of red eyes 
and swdQed features, and.disheyelled hair, there 
are, after all, Janingham, some women, who do, 
as the poets say, look lovely in affliction. Out 
came the cause ; and with such humility, sudi 
penitence, such throwing herself on my.mexey, 
(she the proudest devil, too, in the whdb court,) 
that I must have had heart of steel to renst it alL 
In short, Chiffinch in a druidcen fit had jiaj^ 
«.the babbler, and let young SaviHe into oi&r in- 
trigue. Savilk plays the rogue, and informis the 
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Dudiess by a messenger, who luckily oune a 
little late iiiio die market She learned, too, being 
a verfT devil: for intelligence, that there had been 
aome jarring between the master and me about 
this new PhiUis ; and that I was most likely to 
catch the bird, — ^as any one may see who looks on 
us both. It must have been Empson who fluted 
all this into her GraceV ear ; , and thinking Ae 
saw. how her ladysiup and I could hunt in cou- 
pes, she enitreats vie to break Christianas scheme, 
and keep the wieneh out of the King^s sight, espe^ 
cially if she were such a rare piece of parfectioa 
as Ivnehas reported her.^ 

^^ And your Grace has promised her jom 
hand. to uphold the influence which yoii have so 
often, threatened to ruin,^ said J^mngham. 

^^ Ay, Jerningham; my turn, was as. much 
served when she seemed to own herself in my 
power, and cry me inercy.<p— Ai&d observe, it is att 
one to me which ladder I climh by into the King^s 
cabinet That of Portsmouth is ready fixed^— 
better ascend by.it than. fling it down .to put up 
snotberr—I hate all unnecessary trouUe."^ % 

. '< And Christian ?^ md J^ningham. 
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^ May go to the deTil tor a trifLooBceiitd ai0. 
One pkamlieof ibis twiil of imi^iw it, to re- 
▼enge me of tkat Tillain, whotlu>a^tlHinnlf so 
eflaenlia)^ that by HeaToa he fofoed hunadf on 
my prmcjy and leotuved m» like a BcbeoLboj. 
Hang the eeUUblooded fajfrneriticil iremin ! If 
be mutlera, I will have his note ifit as nide as 
C}onreiitEy^s.*»Hark; ye, is the Coloael oome ?" 
I expeet him eTefy momeiity year 6«aoe * 
Send hnn up when he armes,* smI the 
Thilce<««*— ^* Why do yoa staod locUag at me? 
What would yon hare?* 

*< Your Grace's direcdoii letpeetitig the yoaag 
hidy,^ said Jermngham. 

** Odd looks,'* said the Duke, •< I had totally 
forgotten her.<-^Is die very tearfal ?'-*-*!fooeedi 
ingly asfliicted ?** 

^ She does not take on so violently as I have 
seen some do,^ Btad Jenm^tuan ; *^ bnt^ for a 
strong, finn, oonetotrated indignation, I haiv 
seen none to mateh her." 

*^ WeU, we will permit her to oool. I wiUnol 
face the afflietionof a second fiur-^one immediate. 
ly. I am tired of sniyeUing, and swelled ^es» 
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and Uubbeffed obeek% for some time ; and, more- 
(^er, mittt husbgnd my powen of ooMdataon.' 
Begone^ and send the CoIoimL'^ 

<^ Will your Graoe permit ftie one other quea^ 
tion?^ demanded his confidant 

** Aftk what thou wilt, J^mingham, and dien 
be gone."* 

** Your Graoe has determined to give «ip 
Christian,^ said the attendant* << May I ask what 
heooiies of the kingdom of Man ?^ 

*^ Eoigotten, as I have a Christian sool !^ said 
the Duke ; ** as much forgotten as if I hwl nevev 
nourished that scheme of royal ambiaon.*--D-— n 
it, we shall knit up the ravdiled skean of that in- 
trigne.-— Yet it is but a miserable rock, not worth 
the trouble I have been bestowing 06 it ; and for 
a kingdom-— it has a sound indeed ; but in reaKty^ 
J might as well Mick a cdck-chicken*6 feather into 
my hat, and call -it a plume. Besides, now I 
think upon it, it would scarce be honoaraUe to 
sweep that peAy myalty out of Derby^s posses^ 
sion* I won a thousand. pieces of the ydtmg Sftri 
whoi he was last hens, and suffered htm to hang 
about me at court. I question if the whole revenue 
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of lud kingdom is worth tirice as much. Ettiilyl 
could wia it of him, were he here, with less tremble 
than it would cost me to cany on these tnmUe- 
some intrigues of Christianas.^ 

^* If I may be permitted to say so, please'yoor 
Grace," answered Jerningham, <^ if ydu are some- 
what liable to change your mind, no man in Eng- 
land can better afford reasons lor doing so.^ 

'< I think so mys^, Jemingham,^ said the 
Duke ; *< and perhaps it is one reason &r my 
dumging. One likes to vindicate th^ own con- 
duct, and to find out fine reasons for doing what 
one has a mind to. — ^And now, once again, be 
gone. Or, hark ye— -hark ye— -I shall need some 
loose gold. Tou may leave the purse I gave you ; 
and I will give you an order for as much, and 
two years^ interest, on old Jacob Otablefee.'' 

** As your Grace pleases," said Jemingbam, 
his whole stock of compliusance scarcely able to 
omceal his mortificaticHi at exchanging for a dis- 
tant ord^r, of a kind which of late had not been 
v^y regularly honoured, the sunny contents of 
the purse whidi had actually been in his poekfet. 
Se^etly but solemnly ^ he make a vow, that 

1 



FSVSBU. OF THB PSAK. 41 

two y/etra^ interefil 9kme should not be the oobu 
pensftdon &r th'is ioToluiUary.ezcbaiiga ia the 
fonn of his remiiBeralion. 

As the disoonteoted dependant left the apart- 
ment, he met, at the head of the gimd staireaae, 
Ghrifidan himselfy who^ exerciung the freedom 
^ an andent friend of the hoase, was making^his 
way, unannoaaoed, to the Duke^s dressiog.apart- 
jBent Jerningham, oonjectuiriog that hia visit 
at thia criffla would be an j thing save well-timed, 
or well-taken, ^[ideayoured to avert hia purpose, 
by asserting that the Duke was indjaposed, and 
in his bed-chamber ; and this he said so loud 
that his master might hear him, and, if he pleased, 
rea£ze the apology which he offered in his name, 
by retreating into the bed-room as his last sanc- 
tuary, and drawing the bolt against intrusion. 

But, far from adopting a stratagem to which he 
had had recourse on fanner occasions, in order 
to ayoid those who came upon him, though atan 
appointed hour, and upon buuness of import- 
ance, Buckingham called, in a loud TQice, from 
his dresoQg-apartment, commandioog his cham- 
berlam instantly to intioduce his good friend 
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MaMer Christitti, And oMMlning bim for hetita- 
ting lor aa iiiGlaiit to do so. 

<< Nowy^ thought J«nnigbain within himself, 
^if ChristaiiB kiifiw dwDoke as well as I do, he 
wdald sooner stand the leap of a lion, like the 
London pfcntke bold, than venture on my mas- 
ter at this moment, who is even now in a humour 
nearly as dangerous as the animaL** 

He then ushered Christian into his master^s 
presence, taking care to post himself within ear- 
diot of the door. 
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CHAPTER III. 

t 

** Speak not of nieencM^ n^hn Umi^t chaactof WMdt«'* 
The captain said, m ladies writhed their neck 
To see the dying dolphhi flap the deck ; 
^^ If we 00 ^!m« «iaf thcM 9BBt^ top { 
We dine upon them, if we haul them up. 
Wise men apptaad ns when we eat the eaters, 
As the devil Uiuchs when keen Mks cheat the cheiteif." 

The Sea Voyage- 

Thebk was nothii^ in the Diike^s manner to- 
wards Christian which could have conreyed to 
that latter personage, experienced as he was in the 
worst possible ways of the world, that Bucking- 
liam would, at that pardeokr moment, rather 
have Men the devil than himself; unless it was 
that Buckingham's recepti<Hi of him, being rather 
extraordinarily courteous towards so old an ac- 
quaintanoe, might have exdted some degree of 
susfHaon. 

Having escaped with some difficulty from the 
vague region of general compliments, whidi bears 
the same relation to that of bunness that Mil- 
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ton informs us the Limbo Pairum bears to the sen- 
dble and material earth, Christian asked his 
Grace of Buckingham, with the same blunt plain, 
ness with which he usually veiled a very deep and 
artificial character, whether he had lately seen 
Chiffinch or his help-mate ? 

^< Neither of them lately,^ answered Bucking- 
ham, *^ Have not you waited on them yourself? 
-^I thought you would have been more anxious 
about the great scheme.^ 

<^ I have called once and again,^ said Christian, 
f^ but I can gain no access to the aght of that 
important couple. I begin to be afraid they are 
palterii^ with me.^ 

*^ Which, by the welkin «and its stars, you 
would not be slow in avenging. Master Chrisdan. 
I know your puritanical principles on that pcunt 
weU,**^ said the Duke. ^^ Bevenge may be well 
said to h^ sweet, when so many grave and wise 
men are ready to exchange for it all the sugar- 
plums which pleasures offer to the poor ^ful 
people of the irorld.^ 

^' You may jest, my lord,^ said Chriatian, 
« but still- 
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** But Still you will be revenged on Chiffinch, 
and his little commodious coiripanion. And yet 
the task may be difficult — ^Chiffinch has so many 
ways of obliging his master— -his little woman is 
such a convenient pretty sort of a screen, and has 
such winning little ways of her own,that, in futh, 
in your case, I would not meddle with them. 
What is this refusing their door, man ? We all 
do it to our best friends now and then, as well as 
to duns and dull company.^ 

^^ If your Grace is in a humour of rambling 
thus wildly in your talk," said Christian, " you 
know my old faculty of patience— -I can wait till 
it be your pleasure to talk more seriously.**^ 

" Seriously !** said his Grace-—" Wherefore 
not? — ^I only wait to know what your serious 
business may be.** 

** In a word, my lord, from Chiffinch's re- 
fusal to see me, and some vain calls which I have 
made at your Grace^s mansion, I am afraid either 
that our plan has miscarried, or that there ist some 
intention to exclude me from the furth^ conduct 
of the matter." Christian pronounced these words 
with considerable emphasis. 
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** That were felly, as well as treadierjr,^ re- 
ttinied die Duke, ** to exdude firom tbe spoil the 
vjBiy «iigiii£er who Gondacted the attadL But 
hankjre^ CdbristiaD-*-! am sonj to tell bad nova 
wilihout preparatioD ; but as yoa iDflistos fcnoww 
ing ibe wmst, and are not a^amtd to nupect 
your best friends^ out it must come^i* Your ideoe 
left Cfaiffinob^s house the momiog befoie yasfeerF 
day.'* 

Christian staggered, as if he had received a se* 
ym^ bU»w ; and the Uood ran to Ins fine in such 
a^uivent of passion^ that the Duke concluded he 
was struck with mat apoplexy. But, exerting the 
extraordinary oomnand winch ha oould «»^»»*f»«» 
under the most trjmg ciroumstances^he said, with 
a veiae, the composuM of which had an irana* 
tural contrast with the alteration of his counte- 
uanoe^ ^ Am I to conclude, that in leaving the 
ptDteetion of the roof in n^iidi I placed her, the 
gill hosfoaad belter under that <tf your €hraoaP^ 

^^ Set, the su{)poation does my gallantry more 
cfedit than it des^i^ves.^ 

<< Ob| my Lord Duke,^ answered Cbnstian4 
^^ I am not one whom you aan impose on by this 

6 
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species of tofody jargon. I know of what your 
Ofaoe i» cafMiUe ; and that to gratify the cqirice 
e£ amomeDt, you would not h^iitafte to disafipoiai 
eren the ichemcft at which you youradf have hu 
boured modt ba«fy.«««Suppe0r thk jest pbijftd 
off. Take your hui^ at thoie tiaiple peeeau- 
tions by which I iotoided to fretactyoor Oncers 
inteest^ as.well as that of otheni* Let ua luow 
the cstent of your frohe, and CGMider how far it! 
oDaaaqfoeneea can be repeiied*^ 

^' On my word, Christian,^ said the DidEe, 
lau j^MDg^ ^ you are die iiMist ehbging of uncles 
and of guardians. Let your n koe pass thnough 
as many adyentures n BoecaeioV bride of the 
Sing of Qarba, you care not*. Pure or soiled^ die 
will still make the footstool of your fortune.^ 

Au Indian pioiferb says, that the dartflf oaii»> 
tempt will even pieieethioi^h the AheQof the too- 
tobe ; but this is more pacolinly thbicaBe when 
ewmeoee telli the subtest of the sarcasm idwt k 
la^usdjf mented' Christtad, stung wiihBtt 
bum's repoaadiy at ^nce assuned a haughty 
thaeateaidg Men» totally inconsistent with that hi 
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which sufferance seemed to beasmoch his badge 
as that of Shylock. '* You are a foul-mouthed 
and most unworthy Lord^^^ he said; ^^.aad as 
such I will proclaim you, unless you make repara- 
tion for the injury you have done me.^ 

^< And what,"*^ said the Duke of Buckingham, 
5< diall I proclaim ^otf 9 that can ^ve you the least 
title to .notice from such as I «n ? What name 
shall I bestow on the little transaction which has 
given rise to such unexpected misunderstand- 
ingr 

Christian was silent, dther from rage or from 
mental conviction. 

*^ Confer come, Christian,^ said the Duke, 
smiling, <' we know too much of eadi other to 
make a q[uarrel safe. Hate each other we may-— 
drcumvent each other — it is the way of courts— 
but prodfum 1 — a fioo for the phrase.^ 

** I used it not,^ said Christian, <* till your 
Grace drove me to extremity. You know, my 
lord, I have fought both at home and abroad ; 
ttid you should not rashly think that I will en- 
dure any indignity which blood can wipe away.^ 

^< On the contrary,^ said the Duke, with the 
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same civil and sneering manner, '^ I can confix 
dently assert, that the life of bait* a score of your 
fiaends would seem very light to you, Christian, 
if their existence interfered, I do not say -with 
your character, but with any advantage which ' 
thnrexistencemight intercept. — ^Fie uponit,man, 
we have known each other long. I never thought . 
ycni a coward ; and am only glad to see I could' 
strike a few sparkles of heat out of your cold and • 
constant dispositicHi. I will now, if you please,- 
tell you at once the fate of the young lady, in- 
which I pray you to beHeve that I am truly in- 
terested."^ 
. ^^ I hear you, my Lord Duke,*" said Christian. 
** The curl of your upper lip, and* your eye- 
brow, does not escape me. Your Grace knows 
tbe'French proverb, ^ He laughs best who laughs 
last.'* But I hear you.*" 

^< Thank Heaven you do,^ said Buckingham ; 
^^'for your case requires haste, I promise you, 
and involves no laughing matter. Well then, 
hear a simple truth, on which (if it became me to 
.offier any pledge for what I assert to be such) I 
oould pledge life, fortune, and honour. It was 

VOL. IV. D 
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the monting before k^, vben meeting with the 
King at Chiffinch^s unexpectedly — in fact I had 
looked in to fool an hour away, and to leam 
how your scheme advanced— -I saw a si^ular 
scene. Your niece terrified litde Chiffinch--*- 
(the hen Chiffinch, I mean ;) bid the King defi- 
ance to his teeth, and walked out of the presence 
triumphantly, under the guardianship of a yow^ 
fdlow of litde mark or likelihood, exoepUng a 
tolerable personal presence, and die advantage of 
a most unconquerable impudence. £gad, I can 
hardly help laughing to think how the King and 
I were both baffled ; for I will not deny, that I 
had tried to trifle for a moment with tfaefiur In- 
damora. But, egad, the youi^ fdlow swooped 
her off from under our noses, like my own Draw- 
cansir clearing off the banquet from the two 
Kings of Brentford. There was a dignity in the 
gallants swaggering retreat which I must try to 
teach Mcdiun ; it will suit his part admirably.^ 
*^ This is incomprehensible, my Lord Dukev^ 
said Christian, who by this time had recovered 
all his usual coolneaa ; ^* you cannot expect me 
to believe this. Who dared be so bold as to cht- 
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ry off my niece in such a manner, ud from bo 
august a presence F And vith whom, a stranger 
as be must have been, would she, wise and caift- 
tious as I know herj'^^^woold she ha/^e consented 
to depart in such a manner ?-**«'My lord, I oao- 
not believe this.'*^ 

*^ One ci your priests, my most devout Chn«« 
tian,^ replied the Duke, << would only answer. 
Die, infidel, in thine unbeHef ; but I am only a 
poor worldling sinner, and will add what mite of 
information I can. The young fellow^s name, as 
I am given to understand, is Julian, son 6f Sir 
Geoffrey, whom men call Peveril of the Peak * 
' *^ Peveril of the Devil, who bath his eaif em 
there !^ said Christian, warmly ; ^ f or I know 
that gallant, and believe him capaUe of any thing 
bold and desperate. But how could he intrade 
himself into the royal presenoe ? Either Hell 
aids him, or Heaven looks nearer into mortal 
dealings than I have yet believed. If so, may 
God. forgive us, who deemed he thought not on 
us at all !'' 

^ ^TDBXiy most christian Christian,^ replied the 
Buk^. '< I am glad.to see lihou hast yet some 
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touch of grace that leads thee to augur so. But 
Empson, the henChiffinch, and half a dozen more, 
sav the swain^s entrance and departure. Please 
examine these witnesses with your own wisdom, if 
you think your time may not be better employed 
in traang the fugitiyes. I believe he guhed en-^ 
trance as one of seme dancing or masking party 
Rowley, you know, is accessible to all who will 
come forth to make him sport. So in stole this 
termagant tearing gallant, like Sampson among 
the Philistines, to pull down our fine scheme 
dx>ut our ears.^ 

'* I believe you, my lord,^ said Christian, ^' I 
cannot but believe you ; and I forgive you, since 
it is your nature,^ for making sport of what is 
ruin and destruction. But which way did they 
take?'^ 

<< To Derbyshire, I should presume, to seek 
her father,^ said the Duke. *^ She spoke of go- 
ing into the paternal protection, instead of yours. 
Master Christian. Something had chanced at 
Chiffinch'^s, to give her cause to suspect that you 
had not altogether provided for his daught^ in 
the nuotner which ber father was like to approve 
of." 
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** Now, Heaven be praised,^ said ChristiaQ 
*^ she knows not her father is oome to London ! 
and they must be gone down either to Martin- 
dale Castle, or to Moultrassie Hall ; in either case 
they are in my pfower^— I must foUow them close. 
I will return instantly to Derbyshire*— -I am un- 
done if she meet her father until these errors are 
aniended. Adieu, my lord. I forgive the part 
which I. fear your Grace must have bad in baulk** 
ing our enterprize-— it is no time for mutual re» 
proaches.^ 

^^You speak truth. Master Christian,^ said 
the Duke, *^ and I wish you all success. Can 1 
help you with men or horses, or money ?^ 

" I. thank your Grace,'' said Christian, and 
hastily left the apartment. 

The Duke watched his descending footst^M on 
the staircase, until they could be heard no longer, 
and then exclaimed to Jerningham, who entered, 
" Victoria I victoria / magna eat Veritas eiprcB* 
valebit I Had I told the villain a word ofa lie,h^ 
is iso familiar with all the regions of falsehood-— 
his whole life has been such an absolute impoa- 
.ture, that I had stood detected iii an instant; but 
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I (old bim tftrth, and that was the only meanr of 
decxmng him. Victoria I mj dear Jemii^ghaor,' 
I am prouder of cheating Cbnstian than I should 
hare be^n of ciroumventing a minister o{ state.^ 

^^ Your Grace hokk his wisdom very lngfa>^ 
said the atfeenduit. 

^' His cunning, at least, I do, which, in court 
affiurs^ often tdcesthe weather-gage of wisdonn— 
as in Yarmouth Roads a herring-^buss will baffle 
a frigate. He shall not return to London if I can 
help it, until all these intrigues are over.^ 

As his Grace spoke, the Colonel, after whom 
he had repeatedly nuide inquiry, was anaounoed 
by a gendeman of his household. ** He met not 
Christian, did he ?^ si»d the Duke hastily. 

<< No, my lord,^ returned Uie domestic, ^ the 
Colonel came by the dd garden staircase.* 

«< X judged as^ucb,^ replied the Duke ; <* Hiii 
an owl that will not take wing in daylight, when 
Aere is a thicket left to skulk under. Here he 
comes from threading l|me, rault^ and ruinous al- 
1^, Tery near as ominous a creature as the fowl of 
ill ^.ugury which he resembles.^ 

The Colotlel, to whom no other ai 
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seemed' to be given, than that which belonged to 
his milHary station, now entered the apartment 
H^ was tail, strongly built^ and past the middle 
period of life, and his countenance, but for the 
heavy cloud which dwelt upon it, might have been 
pronounced a handsome one. While the Duke 
spoke to him, eithe* from humility or some other 
cause, his large serious eye was cast down upon 
die ground ; but he raised it when he answered, 
with a keen look c^ earnest observation. His 
dress was very pkdn, and more allied to that of 
the Puritans than of the Cavaliers of the time ; 
a shadowy black bat lake the Spanish sombrero, 
a large black .mantle or cloak, and a long rapier, 
gave him something the air of a Castilione, to 
which his gravity and stiffness of demeanour add- 
jcd oonriderabk strength. 

« Well, Colonel,"?* said the Duke, " we have 
been long strangers— ho w have matters gone mtk 
you?'' 

** As with other men of action in quiet times,^ 
answered the Colonel, ^ or as a good war-caper 
that lies high and dry in a muddy creejc, till 
seams and planks are rent and riven.'" 
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« WeU, Colonel,'' said the Duke, " I have 
used your valour before now, and I may. again ; 
so that I shall speedily see that the vessel is ca- 
.reened, and undergoes a thorough repair.*" 

*^ I conjecture, then,** said the Colonel, ^\ that 
your Grace has some voyage in hand i^ 

^^ No, but there is one which I want to inter- 
rupt,'' replied the Duke. 

** 'Tis but another stave of the same tune.--^ 
Well,. my lord, I listen," answered the stranger. 

^* Nay, it b but a trifling matter after all. — 
You know Ned Chnstian ?" 

*^ Ay, surely, my lord," replied the Colonel, 
*^ we have been long known to each other." 

'^ He is about to go down to Derbyshire to 
seek a certain niece of his, whom he will scarcely 
find there. Now, I trust to your tried friend- 
ship, to interrupt his return to Liondon. Gro with 
him, or meet him, cajole him, or assail him, or do 
what thou wilt with him— ^nly keep him from 
London for a fortnight at least, and then I care 
little how soon he comes." 

For then, I suppose," replied the Colonel, 

any one may find the wench that thinks hfr 
worth the looking for," 
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Thou mayest think her worth the looking 
for thyself, Colonel ; I promise you she hath 
nany a thousand stitched to her petticoat ; such 
a wife would save thee from skeldering on the 
public.'*'' 

'^ My lord, I sell. my blood and ray sword^ 
but not. my honour,^ answered the man suUenly ; 
^^ if I marry, my bed may be a poor, but it shall 
be an honest one.*" 

*^ Then thy wife will be the only honest mat- 
ter in thy possession, Colonel— at least since J 
have known you,^ replied the Duke. 

" Why, truly, your Grace may speak your 
pleasure on that point. It is chiefly your busi- 
ness which I have done of late, and if it were less 
strictly honest than I could have wished, the em^ 
ployer was to blame as well as the agent. -But 
for marrying a cast-off mistress, the man (saving 
your Grace, to whom I am bound) lives not who 
dares propose it to me.^ 

The Duke laughed loudly, « Why, this is 
mine Ancient Pistol's vein,^ he replied. 

— " Shall I Sir Pandarus of Troy become, 

And by my nde. wear steel ?— ^hen Lucifer take all ! *' 



S8 PEVEBIL OF THE PEAK. 



4< 



My breeding is too pUn to understand ends 
of playhouse verse, my lord,^ said the Colonel, 
sulkily. ^ Has your Grace no other senrice to 
command me ?^ 

** None— only I am told you have published 
a Narrative concerning the Plot." 

<< What should ml me, my lord ?^ said the Go- 
liHiel ; " I hope I am a witness as competent as 
any that has yet appeared.** 

" Truly, I think so to the full," said tBe Duke ; 
** and it would have been hard, when so much 
profitable mischief was going, if so excellent a 
Protestant as .yourself had not eome in for a 
share." 

** I came to take your Grace's commands, not 
to be the object of your wit," sjud the Colonel. 

^ Gallantly spoken, most resolute and most im- 
maculate Colonel ! As you are to be on full pay 
in my service for a month to come, I pray your 
acceptance of this purse, for contingents and 
equipments, and you shall have my instructions 
from time to time." 

** They shall be punctually obeyed, my lord," 
said the Colonel ; ^^ I know the duty of a subal- 
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tBTB offioen I wish your Grace « good mora* 
ing." 

So sayings he pocketed the purse, without ei- 
ther tfFecting hesitation, or expressing latitude, 
but merely as part of a transaction in the regu- 
lar way of business, and stalked from the apart- 
ment wit)i the same sullen gravity which marked 
his eotirance. ^' Now, there goes a scoundrel af- 
ter my own heart,^ said the Duke ; ^' a robber 
from hiflhraradle^ a murderer since be could hold 
a knife, a profound hypocrite in rehgion, knd a 
worse and deeper hypocrite in honour,— would 
sell his soul to the devil to accomplish any viU 
lainy, and would cut the throat of his brother, 
did he dare to give the villainy he had so acted 
M riglit name. — ^Now, why stand you amazed, 
good Mai^ter Jerningham, and look on me as you 
would on some monster of Ind, when you had paid 
your shilling to see it, and were staring out your 
p^inyworth with your eyes as round as a pair of 
spectacles ? Wink, man, and save them, and then 
let thy tongue untie the mystery .'^ 

" On my word, my Lord Duke," answered 
Jerningham, ^* since I am compelled to speak, I 
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can only say, that the longer I live with your 
Grace, I am the more at a loss to fathom your 
motives of action. Others lay plans, either to attain 
profit or pleasure by their execution; but your 
Grace^s delight is to counteract your own schemes, 
when in the very act of performance, like a child 
-—forgive me — ^tbat breaks its favourit^ toy, or a 
man who should set fire to the house he has half 
built> 

. '^ And why. not, if he wanted to. warm his 
hand^ at the blaze ?^ said the Duke. 

*^ Ay, my lord,^ replied his dependant ; *^ but 
what if, in doing so, he should bum his fingers? 
. — My lord, it is one of your noblest qualities, that 
you will sometimes listen to the truth without 
taking offence ; but were it otherwise, I could 
not, at this moment, help speaking out at every 
risk." 

^^ Well, say on, I can bear it," said the Duke, 
throwing himself into an easy chair, and using 
his toothpick with graceful indifference and equ&- 
nimity ; ^^ I love to hear what such potsherds as 
thou art, think of the proceedings of us who are 
of the pure porcelain day of the earth," 
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" In the name of Heaven, my lord, let me 
then ask you,^ said Jerningham, *^ what merit 
you claim, or what advantage you expect, from 
having embroiled every thing in which you are 
concerned to a degree, which equals the chaos of 
the blind old Roundhead^s poem which your' 
Grace is so fond of? To begin with the King/ 
In spite of good humour, he will be incensed at 
your repeated rivalry."" 

" His Majesty defied me to it." 

** You have lost all hopes of the Isle by quar- 
relling with Christian.'' 

*^ I have ceased to care a farthing about it,'' 
replied the Duke. 

*^ In Christian himself, whom you have in- 
sulted, and to whose family you intend disho- 
nour, you have lost a sagacious, artful, and cool- 
headed instrument and adherent," said the mo- - 
nitor. 

" Poor Jerningham !" answered the Duke ; 
** Christian would say as much for thee, I doubt 
not, wert thou discarded to-morrow. It is the' 
common error of such tools to think themselves 
indispensable. As to his family, what was never 
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iHmoafable cannot be dishonouced byany con- 
nection with my hou«e.^ 

^^ I say nothing of Chiffinch,^ said Jerning^ 
bam, *^ offended as he will be when be learns 
why, and b}' whom, his scheme has been ruined, 
iwd the lady spirited away — ^He and his wife, I 
say nothing of them.*" 

'^ You need not,**^ said the Duke ; '^ for were 
they even fit persons to speak to me about, the 
Duchess of Portsmouth has bargained for their 
disgrace." 

^' Then this bloodhound of a Colonel, as be 
calls himself, your Grace cannot even lay him on 
a quest which is to do you service, but you must 
do him such indignity, at the same time, as he 
will not fail to remember, and be sure to fly at 
your throat should he ever have an opportunity 
of turning on you." 

*< I will take care he has none," said the Duke ; 
^^ and yours, Jerningham, is a low-lifed appre- 
hension. Beat your ^aniel heartily if you would- 
have him under command. Ever let your agents 
see you know what they are, and prize them im^*^ 
cordingly. A rogue, who mu9t needs be treated 

10 
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as a mao of honour, is apt to get abote his work. 
Enough, therefore, of your advice and censure^ 
Jernkigham; we differ in every particular. Were 
we both engineers, you would spend your life in 
watching some old woman^s wheel, which spins 
flax by the ounce ; I must be in the midst of the 
most varied and counteracdng machinery, watch- 
ing checks and cerunterchecks, balancing weights^ 
l»ovin^ isprings and wheels, regulating and coa«i 
trolling a hundred combined powers.^ 

^^ And your fortune, in the meanwhile P^ said 
Jemingham ; ^' pardon this last hint, my lord."" 

" My fortune," said the Duke, " is too vast 
ty> be hurt by a petty wound; and I have, as 
thou knowest, a thousand salves in store fcnr the 

scratches and scars which it sometimes receives 

%. 

in greasing- my machinery." 

^< Your Grace does not mean Dr WilderheadV 
powder of projection ?" 

^< Pshaw ! he is a quacksalver and mounte- 
bank." 

'* Or Sdidtor Drowndknd^s plan for draining 
the fens?" 

^* He is a cbsat,— *rtd«Kce^, an attorney." 
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. <^ Or the Laird of Lackpeirs sale of Highland * 
woods ?'' 

' *< He is a Scotchman,^" said the Duke, — ** vide^ 
lieet^ both cheat and beggar.** 

" These streets here, upon the fiite of your' 
noble manaon-hbu§e ?^ said JemiDgham. 

*^ The architect's a bite, and the plan's a bubble. ' 
I am sick of the sight of this rubbish, and I will 
som replace our old alcoves, alleys, and flower^^ 
plots, by an Italian garden and a new palace.** ^ 
• *^ That, my lord, would be to waste, not to 
improve your fortune,'* said his domestic. 

** Clodpate and muddy spirit that thou art, 
thou hast forgot the most hopeful scheme of all 
-»-the South Sea Fisheries — ^their stock is up 
50 per cent already. Post down to the Alley, 
and tell old Manasses to buy L.^0,000 for me. 
•*— Forgive me, Plutus, I forgot to lay my sacrifice 
on thy shrine, and yet expected thy favours ! 
Fly post baste, Jerningham— ^for thy life, for thy 
life, for thy life !** 

'^ With hands and eyes uplifted, Jerningham left 
the apajTtment ; and the Duke, without thinking 
a moment further on old or new intrigues— on the 
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friendship he had fonned, or the enmity he had 
provoked— on the beauty whom he had carried 
off from her natural protectors, as well as from 
her lover— or on the monarch against whom he 
had placed himself in rivalship^— sat down to 
calculate chances with all the zeal of Demoivre, 
tired of the drudgery in hatf an hour, and refused 
to see the zealous agent whom he had employed 
in the city, because lie was busily engaged in 
writing a new lampoon. 



» » 



VOL. IV. K 



f^if"*' "s 



m 



I'iSVBlllL OF TH£ TKAlCw 



CHAPTER IV. 

Ah ! €haiifrli4 tr««d, ind fickle heart \ 

Progreu of Discontent. 



No event is more ordinary in narraUves of this 
nature, than the abduction of the female on whose 
fate the interest is supposed to turn ; but that 
of Alice Bridgenorth was thus far particular^ that 
she was spirited away by the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, more in contradiction than in the rivalry 
of passion ; and that, as he made his first ad- 
dresses to her at Chiffinch^ rather in the spirit 
of rivalry to his Sovereign, than from any strong 
impression which her beauty had made on his af- 
fecdons, so he had formed the sudden plan of spi- 
riting her away by means of his dependants, ra- 
ther to perplex Christian, the King, Chiffinch, and 
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ntl coDcerpaif thiui because be had any panieuli(if 
deurefor her soeietj at bis^own manttoa. Indeed, 
a»far was tfais^frombeiDg the case, that bis Grace 
waa rather surprised than delighted with the suo- 
eesB of ihe enterprize which had made her an in- 
inate there, although it is probable be might havef 
thrown himself into.an uncpntroulable passion^ 
had he learned its miscarriage instead of ^Cs suc^ 



< Twenty-four hours passed over tfnce be bad 
fetitmed to his own roof, before, notwithstanding 
sundry hints from Jerningbam, he could even de- 
termine on the exertion necessary to pay his fair 
captive a visit ; and then it was with the internal 
reluctance of one who can only be stirred from in-^ 
dolence by novelty. 

', ^* I wonder what made me^plague myself about 
this wench,'* said be, ^^ and doom myself to en^ 
i counter all t^e hysterical rhapsodies of a couttl. 
^ry PhiUis, with her head stuffed with her gtandk 
fiiotber's lessons about virtue and the Bible^bebk, 
when the finest and best-bred woman in ^wn 
^y be bad upon more easy terms. It is a pity 
^ene catpiot mount the victor^s car <^_tiFiuBiph 
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wi{]i<mt having « victory to booat.of ;^iyet^/«i(li^ 
U i« what iQoal ofoint wodera gaUtiAt*. d4» 
thpugh it woyld mt become Buclingliain,<irT 
Welln I must tee betr hei^olidiuded, '' iboi#iit 
n<irf^ but Ui rid the boufie of bsr. The Poili^ 
moulb will vAi bear of her.beiog set ai Ubert]i 
Tft99r Gbarles, so mucb is abe ofmid ^ef a naw- fidf 
sadvdLD^.tb&f^ siaocr finoiiL bis a11qgtarica> .Sd 
bow the girl is to be disposed of — ^for I shall bava 
Kttj^/lmej to keep:her dowabere^ aad sbei^JoQ 
weid^bj to be aeiH cbWn to Cliefdeii as ia bausas 
ke?pec-r-is a matter td be tbciugbl on^^ . . 4 

He then called fix: such a dress as fliigblt.iil 
^ff bis natural good mien-ra complimenl wh^ch 
be considered as due to bis own merit ; lor as.Ui 
any thing farther, he went to. pciy.bis r^pacti to 
bis fair prisoner With almost 99 IkUa aaal in the 
cause, i» a gallant to fight ^ du^l in wbidi he Jlita 
110 warjoier interest tban.tbe midntenanca ofi.bia 
jieputatiQpi as a tpim of bon<>ur« /^ 

The betof ap^m^ts oonsecrated to tbaMsaiof 
thp^ f4vpurites who oea^iionaUy made.BuakH<Sf» 
bom'ii 9)arisio9 their place <tf abod^ and wbe waisai 
m, fnf w %&lAy wiM coocerbed^ often jreqnired la 
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oJMBenre the r^;uIation8 of a canvent, was separa- 
tedffffom thcrest of the Dukels e^ctensive tnamido. : 
He Ured in the age when what was cailcd gaU 
lantry warranted the most atrocious actions id' 
deiieit and violence ; as may 1)e best illustrated by 
the cataiStropbe of an unfortunate actress, whose* 
bealuty attracied- the attention of the last De 
Vere,Eaii of Oxford. While her virtue defied his. 
ifedactionB, he ruiiied her under colour of a mock 
mfuriage, and was rewarded for a success whicli 
oecasioned the death of his victim, by the gene* 
Fal apiplause of the men of wit and gallantry' who 
ilM the drawingHTOom of Charles. 

Bncktngham had made provision in the inte*' 
ilor of fats ducar nisnsiou for exploits of a simi* 
kir niatulie ; and the set of apartments which he* 
t6w visited wer^ alternately used to confine the 
reluctanf, and to accommodate the wUling. 
• Beii^ now used for the former purpose, the 
key was delivered to the Buke by a hooded and 
Sj^ctaded t(dd lady; who sat reading a devout 
book m £be outer hall ierhich divided' these aparl^' 
meiite {usually called the Nunnery) from the rest 
of die bonse. This experienced <iQwa^er acted 
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as mistress of the ceremomes on such occasions^ ^ 
and was the trusty cTepodtory of toore intrigues f 
than were known to any dbzen of her woirab^piii^ 
calling besides. ' ' 

^' A» sweet a linnet,^ she said, as she- undid the « 
outwiard door, *^ as ever sung in a' cage.** ' = 

^* I- was ikfraid she might haTe been more for- 
moping than for singing, Dowlas,^ taid^die Duke.' 
. ** Till yesterday she was so, please ybur Grace,^- 
answered Dowlas ; ^' or to speak sooth, till early 
this moniing, we heard of nothing but Xachrymie; 
But the air of your noble Grace^s house is farour^ 
able to singing birds ; and to^ay matteirs hai^. 
been a-inuch miended/^ 

. " *^ 'Tis sudden, dame,'' said the Duke ; « and 
"^iis something strange, considering that I have! 
never seen- her, that the pretty trembler shook! 
have been so sobn recondled to its fate.'^ 
' '^ Ah, your Grace has such magic that it com- 
municates itself to your very walls ; as wholesomei 
scripture says, Bxodus, :first and seventh, < It 
eleaveth to the wadls and the door-posts.' ^ 

" You are too partial, Dame Dowlas,'' said th* 
Duke of Buckingham. > 



/ 
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: . « JJot a yri^rd bttt trutib)»'*.a4id the dame ; « and 
I.niWb I IQ«J be an QUtisaqit from the fdld of the 
lambs, but I think this damsers very frame has 
flanged moe she was under your^Grace's roof. 
Methipks she hath a lighter farm» a finer step,^ a 
more displayed ancle— I cannot tell, but I thin)c 
tlMsreiis ^ cbans;e. But, lack-«-day, your Grace 
Juioifs I am as old as I am trusty, and that my 
eya^ yrsx. sometjhing uncertain.^ 
; ** EfpemsUy , when ypu wash them with a cup 
€>C. canary f Dame Dowlas,^ answered the Duke^ 
.who^as aware that temperance was not amongst 
th^ easdiiiai^ virtues which wene most familiar to 
the old lady^s practice. 

. *5 Was itoanary, your Grace said ?-^Was it 
indeed with canary, that your Grace should have 
If^^ipffed.me.to have washed my eyes ?'' siud the 
offended m^on. . <^ I am sorry that your Grace 
shpuld know me no better.'" 

<^ I crave your pardon, dan^e,^ said the Duke, 

^aking.«;^de, fastidiously, the grasp which, in the 

.^^^esi^ness of her exculpation. Madam Dowlas 

^1^ <4litch^ upon his sleeve. " I crave your 



^pifdoQ* Votir BeAfer ai^fwotdh has convinted 
-me of B9J erroBeoiis inapaCattoii-— I dhD^^iittv* 
«atid Nanlz,. not canary." 

So sajing, he wislked fM'waid k>to the, intoer 
kpaitments^ wbidi wei>e fitted up with an air of 
▼oluptuous magnificence. 
' <*Tbedame8aid trueyfaowerer^^aaid dbe-prond 
deviser and proprietor of the splendid naansiob*^ 
^^ A countiy PhiUis might well reconcile Hetfseif 
%o s(u^ a prison as thia, jeven 'vnlhoat a skilfal 
ibird^lalieier to toudi a bird-oalL But I wond^ 
^wtbere she can b^» this rund Phidde. Is it'pbi- 
•atbte she can have retreat^^ like a despailii^ 
commandant, into her bed««haiab^^ Ae Terj cits- 
^el of the fdaee^ without even a»l^C(9Bpt to de- 
fend the out-works ?" 

As he made this refleedcai, he' passed tbraugli 
MA anti-chamber and little eating parldur, exqui- 
sitely furnished, and hung With exeettent pain^ 
4ngs of the Venetian school. 
' Bejond these lay a withdrawiag-Jtx»n,fitted w|> 
*in a style of imll mor^ studied elegancei G[%e 
wiDtdows were studiously darkened with paittU 
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dif^Bom of Mich a deep and rich oolour^ as made 
tfaa mid-day baaing^ which fbund^their waj iiito 
the qmrtment, imitate tha ridh teoloun 6f Mlm. 
ate^ and iadie cddbrated expreuaoii of the poet^ 
^ taught light to eorniterfnt a gkNiiB;^ 

Buekingham'^a feelings aiid tast€< had btei too 
math, aad too often, and too readfly ^tified, ta 
pormit him, ia the general 'atSB^ to beeanfy ae.-^ 
eeBBihle eiraa to those pleasuces whioh it had heen* 
the butinesB'of bis fife to pursue. The haokncyl.^ 
ed inohiptiiary is like the jaded epieane, (heaaeie 
lisdessnesB trf* wfaos^ iq»petite faeoooieg at lengdi 
a attSeient penalty for having made it the pria-^' 
^pid object ot bis enjoym^t and ooltltsiiidii; 
Y^ novelty has always some charms, and nncer- 
tainty has mcNre. 

Tfao doobc how he was to be recei'ved-^-^e 
ebange <sf tnood which his priscnier was sidd to 
ha^e evinced — the cariosity to fciiow how such a 
creature as Alice Bridgenorth had beendesciibedy 
w^ like to bear herself und^ the circnitistanoes 
ih which she was so unexpectedly placed, had upon 
Stttikifigham tbe eSset of exciting unusual mte- 
test* On his own party he had none of those feel- 
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ings of anxiety with wllidb anan^ eteii^tf iheaioiii' 
vulgar mmd, comes to the proaf g e /rf the (eli 
mala whom he wkbes to pkaia» iar ksB the acaner 
lefinedaen&neiits of love, respect, dcm^aadkaiiav: 
with which the more jpefifiedlovertapiiroaohet the* 
beloved olgect He had beeo, to'uee an 0Eprts- 
sive'Freneh phrase, too completely bkme evsoi 
from his earfiest youth, to petnttt him now toe9»^ 
pmence the animal eagerness: of the one, far Jesa, 
the more sentimental {Measure of the4)lher« Ili» 
no small aggravation of this jaded and oacooi^ 
fortable state dT mind, that the voloptuaiy canw 
not renounce the pursaks with which he is sali»*s 
ted, but must oontuiue, for his charaotei^s odnv 
or from the mere force of habit, to take-all the 
toil, fatigue, and danger of the chase^ while he 
hiA so little real interest in the termiaatian. 
^ • Buckingham, th^efore, fdt it due to his rei^ 
putation as a successful hero of' intrigue, to pay 
his addresses to Alice Bridgenorth with dissem<% 
Ued eagerness ; and as he opened the door of the 
inner apartment, he paused to consider whether 
the tone of gallantry, or -that of passion, was fittest 
to use on the occasion. This delay enabled him to 



hctr « few notes oC AkUe^ touched with cxquiBite 
skiH) and aeocnnfMiiued by die atill iwecter stnuiui . 
q£ ft female voice, which, without execmtiiig amy 
ooBi{dete mdodjr, > seemed to sport, itaetf in riixid<- 
ship of the nlver sound of the iastniment^ 

^ ^^ Acveature so wdA educated,'' said the Dnke^^ 
<^ with the seilse she is said to posaesp, would, 
ruaiic as she is, laugh at the.assniaed rants of' 
Oioondates* It is the rem of Dorimant^-rOiUM^ . 
Bttekii^ham, thine owiH-^that must here do the 
feait, besides that the port is easier.^ 

' So thinking, he entered the room with tlsat' 
easygraoe which characteriaed the gay courtierS; 
among whom he.flonnshed^ and approached the> 
feib tenant^ whom he found seated near a table 
eovered with books and muac, and having on> 
her left hand the laige halC^qpen casement, dim' 
with'Stftined^ass, admitting only a doubtful li^t 
into this lordly reliiing room, which, hung with, 
the richest tapestry of the Oobdins^ and on¥ir; 
mented with piles of china and splendid DiurrorfM' 
seemed like a bower built for a prince' to receive 
Ibfthffidet 

The splendid dress of the inmate correspondr 
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ed «vit|i tlie taste of the epertneiit winch ihe «%f 
copied) and partook of the oriental fethion .wbidi t 
the muotMMlimi<ed B<»«]aaa had then hroiight' 
into faibion. A slender foot apd ancle, i^bidi) 
escaped fieom the wide trowser of richly .or^iut 
maated and embroidered bine aatin, was the'otkly 
pdiilof hewpereoo dbtinctl j seea ; therestwas en-' 
vdopicdyiroai head to foot, in a long yol of alvar. 
gauae, which, like a fBathery and light mhrt ob^ 
a beautiful landscape, suffered you to peroeiTe 
that what it concealed was raeely lovsely, yet in- 
duced the imagination iaten to enhance the charms 
it shaded. Sneh part of the dicss as ooulfi be 
^scovered, was^ tike the veil, and the tiowsem,. 
in the oriental taste; a rich turban, and s p lafidid' 
caftan, were rather indicated than diatinguished' 
tlMKHigh the folds of the fonnar. Thewholhati 
tire argued at least coquetry cm the part of a fiv 
one, who must have expected, from her aitoationj 
a visitor of sOme prelea«on ; and indueed Buok-* 
ii^am to smile internally at Christianas account 
^ the extreme snaplicity and parity of his aaeoe; 
He approached the lady en catndierf and* $idU 
dressed her with the tur of being ooMoiciiis^ wliile 
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hir Adkooif kdged his ttkoofm, tilit hUcondegcead- 
ijQg iQ do. w foritied a sufficient apobgy far ib4vt^ 
^^ JFair Mistr^s Alie^^ be ^d» '' I am Henmblf 
how deeply I ought to$ue for pilrdoQ for the mitf. 
Uken t^ of my i^nrloits^ wlio^ seriog yOu desert- 
ed and ^fX)«e$L without pfot^tion during aatinr 
lueky affray^ took it upon tbedi U> httag you ui^ 
diir the roof of one who would expose bis lifo ith 
ther than euffer you to sustiun a mooieiit^s toxie^ 
ty» Was it my fault tltat thosealoiind me should 
have judged it ueo^sifciiry to iilterllire fdr ydUr 
preservation; ^or tba|» aware of the iafUrest I 
omst taktf Ia you^ they, have detained you' till \ 
Q^id myself iuiperipiiai attendanoe i^eoeive your 
Gomiaands?^ ' f ' - ^ 

^^ That attendance has not been speedily rei^ 
dflved) B^ lord,^ answered the lsdy« << I have 
been a prieon^ fer two days^^-ncgleeted, and left 
to.tbe'chiirge of meoiidik^ 

^fMoW iMf you, lady ?~N€f looted r exdiUiBr 
i6d:th&Dufc& "* By HeavM» if the best fai vaf 
jhiaftisehsild has failed m hia diily^ I wtH discard 
■him .«ft Ihsinfertaiit r 

.<' I c^nplatft of Mi kck of eourtepy/frtHu your 

20 
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servants, my loid,^ «he rqplied ; ^* but methiiri[8 
•t bad been but complaisant in the Duke hnnaelf 
to explain to roe-earii^ wb«r«fi9re ha baa had4he 
-boldness to detttn. me as a cftale prisoner.^ 
' ^ And can the dMno Alioodoabt,^ said Bmk- 
-ingbanH ^^ that had tinpe^aad spaee, those cruel 
c M c a MOg to the fight of paqsioii, grren pennimooy 
'tfae'instant in which you crossed yout -vasairi^ 
tlneshold -had seen its d^otad tnasler at yaur 
feet, who hath thoc^ht, since he saw you,ef no- 
thing but the channs whidi that fatal monuag 
placed before him at Ghifindi^s ?"" 
- *^'l understend then, my lori,^ said the lady, 
'^^ that you have been absent, and hov^ had n6 
part in the restraint which has been exensiaed 
•upon me."^ 

• '^ Abdent im the ffing^a oommaad, lady ; -and 
emptoyod in die-divAaige of his ditfy^^ an- 
swered Budcinghara without beotation. *<Whfllt 
could I do f-^Ubfi •nmnept you left Chiffineh^s, 
bis Majesty commanded me to die saddle ia audi 
liaste,'that I had no time < to* change asy aalin 
buskins for riding boots. If- my abaenoe has 'Oe> 
osaioned you a moment of inconveni^pea^ Uame 

17 
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the inconsiderate zeal of those, who, seeing me 
depart from London, half distracted at my sepa- 
ration from you, were willing to contribute their 
unmannered ttkyugh welUmeant exertions to prie. 
'serve their master from despair, by retaitiing 
-the hit Alice within his reach; To whom, in. 
deed, could they have factored you ? He whom 
yoQ selected as your diampion, «i in prison^ or 
'4Led^Mr flttber diseiit from to^»-»your imde 
in the north. To Cbtffiiicb's hoaiae ycm had ev- 
-pressed your weU-founded aireirskni ; and what 
'titter asylum remained than that of your devot^ 
'riaive,* where you must ever reigu aiqueen'?^ 
^ ^^ Anr imprisoned one,^ said the ladyl << I 

desire not such rj>yaky.?^ 

<< Alas ! how wilfully you misconstrue, ase^? 
said the Duke, kneeling on one knee» *^ aad what 
Tight can you have to emiplaan o£ afew hours 
"geM^ restmnt, yoa who destipesaaaany to bofiB. 
leas daptivity^ Be mereifnl &r t^oe, and wttk- 
dniwthfit eflvkius^vei}^ for the divinitiies. are ever 
itmet cruel wben they deliver tkeir orades fram 
Snieb dbudaeL recesses* Sui&r at least my rash 
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^^ I will sate your Ghrace that unworthy tro^ 

Jde^^ said the lady» faaughtilj; and. rising uf^ 

9be flung back over her shoulders the yeil which 

shrouded her, saying, at, the same time, ^MjoqI^ 

€Mi me, my I^otd Duke, afid see if these he in^ 

deed th^ charms wlui^ have made on your Grac^p 

an Mspi^sion so powerful*^ ', 

^ Bucktitghani did look ; and the efl^i {ivo- 

disced on lum by surprise was so stiyH^, thai h^ 

wime biistily from his kne^ and^remained tofr a 

few seconds, as if he bad been petrified. The fi- 

giice that stood bdbre him had neitbar thehogl^ 

nor the rich shi^ie d! Alice Ridgenorth ; «a4 

ihtiughperfeelly wdl made, #a8 so slightly fcmned 

as to seem almost infandne. £ter dress ¥^astfarCie 

<ir lour short vests of embroidered si(ti|i, diiposed 

nob ofrer the other, of dmTerenft cbloOrs^cnr mther 

diffefent khades of ^mikur oolottr^, for s«ro9g totk- 

tmst was carefidfy avoid^. Theto opened in 

lifont, sa aa to shew pari of the tblroat and 

iKck^ pardfdly bbsoiired h^. an inner coj^ring^Oif 

At finest lace; o%er riie uppe^aioaLvestt was i»Oi^ 

a sort of mabOe oc. coat of rich : ftifi A smU 

but magnificent turban was carelessly plac^ on 
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her bead, from under which flowed a profusion 
of coal-black tresses^ which Cleopatra might have 
eslvied. The taste and splendour of the eastern 
dress corresponded with the complexion of the 
lady^s face, which was brunette, of a shade so 
dark as might almoin have served an Indian. 

Amidst a set of features, in which rajHd and 
keen expression made amends for the want of 
regular beauty, the essential points of eyea as 
* bright as diamonds, and teeth as white as pearls, 
did not escape the Duke of Buckingham, a pro-i 
tessed connoisseur in female charms. In a word, 
the fanciful and singular female who thus unex-* 
peetedly produced herself before him, bad ope 
of those faces which are never seen without 
making an impression ; which, when, removed^ 
are long after remembered; and for which, in our 
idleness, we are tempted to invent a hundred 
histories, that we may please our fancy by sup* 
posing them under the influence of different 
kinds of emotion. Every one must have in re- 
collection countenances of this kind, which, f roni 
a captivating and stimulating originality of ex- 



8^ PEVEUIL OF THE PEAK. 

pression, abide longer in the memory, and are 
more seductive to the imagination, than even 
regular beauty. 

^* My Lord Duke,^* said the lady, ** it seems 
the lifting of my veil has done the work of ma- 
gic upon your Grace. Alas, for the captive 
princess, whose nod ^as to command a vassal so 
costly as your Grace ! She runs, methinks, no 
slight chance of being turned out of doors, like 
a second Cinderella, to seek her fortune among 
lacqueys and lightermen."** 

" I am astonished T said the Duke. *• That 
villain, Jerningham — I will have the scoundrel^ 
blood r 

** Nay, never abuse Jerningham for the mat- 
ter,^ said the Unknown ; ** but lament your own 
unhappy engagements. While you, my Lord 
Duke, were posting northward, in white satin bus- 
kins, to toil in the King^s affairs, the right and law- 
ful princess sat weeping in sables in the uncheered 
solitude to which your absence condemned her. 
Two days she was disconsolate in vain ; on the 
third came an African enchantress to change the 
scene for her, and the person for your Grace. 
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MetbinkS) my lord, this adventure will tell but 
it\y when some faithful squire shall recount or re- 
cord the gallant adventures of the second Duke 
of Buckingham.'^ 

" Fairly bit, and bantered to boot,'^ said the 
Duke — " the monkey has a turn for satire, too, 
by all that is piqtumte. — Hark ye, fair Princess, 
how dared you adventure on such a trick as you 
have been accomplice to ?^ 

" Dare, my lord P answered the stranger ; 
^' put the question to others, not to one who fears 
nothing.^ 

" By my faith, I believe so ; for thy front is 
bronzed by nature. — Hark ye once more, mis- 
tress — ^What is your name and condition ?'^ 

" My condition I have told you — I am a 
Mauritanian sorceress by profession, and my 
name is Zarah,*" replied the eastern maiden. 

" But methinks that face, shape, and eyes — ^^ 
said the Duke,-— ^^ when didst thou pass for a 
dancing fairy ? — Some such imp thou wert not 
many days since.**' 

'* My sister you may have seen— my twin 
sister ; but not me^ my lord,'' answered Zarah. 
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^< Indeed,^ said the Duke, << that duplicate of 
thine, if it was not thy very self, was possessed 
with a dumb spirit, as thou with a talking one. 
I am still in the mind that you are the same ; 
and that Satan, always so powerful with your 
sex, had art enough, on our former meeting, to 
make thee hold thy tongue.^ 

** Believe what you will of it, my lord, it can- 
not change the truth .-*And now, my lord, I bid 
you farewell. Have you any commands to Mau- 
ritania ?^ 

Tarry a little, my Princess,^ said the Duke ; 
and remember, that you have voluntarily en- 
tered yourself as pledge for another; and by 
any penalty which it is my pleasure to exact. 
None must brave Buckingham with impunity.^ 
** I am in no hurry to depart, if your Grace 
hath any commands for me.^ 

** What, are you neither afraid of my resent- 
ment, nor of my love, fair Zarah ?'" said the 
Duke. 

" Of neither, by this glove,** answered the 
lady. ^^ Your resentment must be a petty pas- 
sion indeed, if it could stoop to spch a helpless 



« 

cc 



PJSVEBIL OF THE PEAK. 86 

object as I am ; and for your love — ^good lack ! 
good lack P 

•• And why good lack, with such a tone of 
contempt, lady ? Think you Buckingham cannot 
love> or has never been beloved in return f"^ 

**^He may have thought himself beloved,** said 
the maiden ; " but by what slight creatures !— 
things whose heads could be rendered giddy by 
a playhouse rant — whose brains were only filled 
with red-heeled shoes and satin buskins — and who 
run altogether mad on the argument of a George 
and a star.* 

** And are there no such frail fair ones in 
your climate, most scornful Princess?** said the 
Duke. 

**~There are,'' said the lady ; " but men fate 
them as parrots and monkies— things without 
either sense or soul, head or heart. The near- 
ness' we bear to the sun has purified, while it 
strengthened, our passions. The icicles of your 
frozen climate shall as soon hammer hot bars into 
ploughshares, as shall the foppery and iTolly of 
your pretended gallantry make an instant's im« 
pression on a breast like mine." 



8G TEVEEIL OF THE PEAK. 

'* You speak like one who know$ what passion 
is,^ said the Duke. *^ Sit down, fair lady, and 
grieve not that I detain you. Who can consent 
to part with a tongue of so much melody, or an 
eye of such expressive eloquence 1 You have 
known, then, what it is to love P*** 

" I know — ^no matter if by experience, t>r 
through the reports of others — ^but I do know, 
that to love as I would love, would be to yield 
not an iota to avarice, not one inch to vanity, not 
to sacrifice the slightest feeling to interest or to 
ambition ; but to give up all to fidelity of heart 
and reciprocal affection.^ 

*^ And how many women, think you, are ca- 
pable of feeling such disinterested passion V^ 

^* More, by thousands, than there are men who 
merit it,^ answered Zarah. ^* Alas, how often do 
you see the female, pale, and wretched, and degra^ 
ded, still following with patient constancy the foot- 
steps of some predominating tyrant, and submit- 
ting to all his injustice with the endurance of a 
faithful and misused spaniel, who prizes a look 
from his master, though the surliest groom that 
ever disgraced humanity, mcn'e than all the plea* 
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sure which the world beside pan furnish them ? 
Think what £uch would be to one who merited 
iind repaid their devotion,"" 

" Perhaps the very reverse,"" said the Duke ; 
*^ and for your Bimile, I can see little |:esemblance. 
I cannot charge my spaniel with any perfidy ; but 
for my mistresse^^to conf/sss .truth, ,1. must al- 
ways be in a cursed hurry if I would have the 
credit of changing tliem before they leave me."^ 

*^ And they serve you but r^tly, my lord; 
for what are you ? — ^Nay, frown not, for you must 
hear the truth for once. Nature has done its 
part, and made a fair outside, and cp!,irtly edu- 
cation hath added its share. . You are noble, it is 
the acadent of birth-— handsome, it is the caprice 
of Nature— generous, because to give is more 
ea&y than to refuse — well apparellec^, it is to the 
credit of your tailor — well-natured in the main, 
because you have youth and health — ^brave, be- 
cause to be otherwise were to be degraded— -and 
witty, because you cannot help it."" 

The Duke darted a glance on one of the large 
mirrors. " Noble, and handsome* and court-like, 
generous, well attired, good-humoured, brave, 
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and witty !«-*You allow me more^ madam, than 
I have the slightest pretension to, and sm'ely 
enough to make my way, at some point at least, 
'to female favoun" 

** I have nether aUowed you a heart nor a 
head,'' said Zarah, calmly,—" Nay, never redden 
ft^ if you would fly at me. . I say not but nature 
may have given you both ; but folly has con- 
founded the one, and selfishness perverted tbe 
other. The man whom I call deserving the name, 
is one whose thoughts and exertions are for others, 
rather than himself,-^whose high purpose is 
' adopted on just principles, and never abandoned 
while heaven or earth afford means of accom- 
plishing it. He is one who will neither seek an 
indirect advantage by a specious road, or take an 
' evil path to gain a real good purpose. Such a 
man were one for whom a woman^ heart should 
beat constant while he breathes, and break when 
he dies.** 

She spoke with so much energy that the water 
sparkled in her eyes, and her cheek coloured with 
the vehemence of her feelings. 

^' You speak,'' said the Duke, ^ as if you had 
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yourseifa heart which could pay vthe full tribute 
to the merit which you describe so warmly.'' 

** And have I not ?" said she, laying her hand 
on her bosom. *• Here beats one that would bear 
me out in what I have said, whether in £fe or in 
^death." 

•* Were it in my power," said the Duke, who 
began to get farther interested in his visitor than 
he could first have thought possible — " Were it 
in my power to deserve such faithful attachment, 
metSbinks it should be my care to requite it." 

♦* Your wealth, your titles, your reputation as 
a gallant— all you possess were too little to merit 
such sincere affection." 

** Come, fair lady," said the Duke, a good 
deal piqued, " do not be quite so disdainful. Be- 
think you that if your love be as pure as coined 
gold, stiU a poor fellow like myself may offer you 
silver in exchange — The quantity of my affection 
must make up for its quality." 

** But I am not carrying my affection to mar- 
ket, my lord ; and therefore I need none of the 
base coin you offer in change for it." 

" How do I know that, my fairest ?" said the 
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Duke. *' This is the realm of Paphos*— You 
have invaded it^ with what purpose. you best 
know ; but I think with none consistent with your 
present assumption of cruelty. Come, come*— 
eyes that are so intelligent cm laugh with de- 
light as well as gleam with scorn and ang^. You 
are here a waif on Cupid> manor, and I must 
seiec on you in name of the deity.^ 

<< Do not think of touching me, my lord,^ said 
the lady. ^^ Approach me not, if you woidd hqpe 
Xo learn the purpose of my being here. Your 
Grace may suppose yourself a Solomon if you 
please; but I am no travelling princess, come 
from distant climes, either to flatter your pride 
or wonder at your glory J*^ 

** A defiance, by Jupiter !*" sud the Duke. 

*^ You mistake the signal,^ said the ^ dark 
ladye C *^ I came not here without taking suffix 
cient precautions for my retreat/^ 

" You mouth it bravely,"" said the Duke ; 
*^ but never fortress so boasted its resources but 
the garrison had some thoughts of surrender. 
Thus I open the first parallel.'" 

They had been hitherto divided from each 

19 
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Other by a long narrow table, which, placed in the 
recess of the large casement wc have mentioned, 
had hitherto fmtned a sort of barrier on the ladjr^s 
side, against the adventurous gallant. The Duke 
went hastily to remove it as he spoke, but, atten- 
tive to all his motions, his visitor instantly darted 
through the half-open window. 

Buckingham uttered a cry of horror and sur- 
prise, having no doubt, at first, that she bad pre- 
cipitated herself from a height of at least fourteen 
feet, for so far the window was distant from the 
ground. But when he sprung to the spot,, be 
perceived, to his afitonishment, that she had ef- 
fected her descent with equal agility and safety. 

The outside of this stately mansion was deco- 
rated with a quantity of carving, in the mixed 
state, betwixt the Gothic and Grecian ^ytes, 
which marks the age of Elizabeth and her suc- 
cessor ; and though the feat seemed a surprising 
one, the projections of these ornaments were suf- 
ficient to a&rd footing to a creature so light and 
active, even in her hasty descent. 

Inflamed alike by mortificatipn and curiosity, 
Buckingham at first entertained some thought of 
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ftdlowing her by the same dangerous route, and 
had actually got upon the sill of the window for 
that purpose ; and was contemplating what might 
be his next safe movement, when, from a neigh- 
bouring thicket of shrubs, amongst which his ti- 
sitor had disappeared, he heard her chaunt a verse 
of a comic song, then much in fashion, concern- 
ing a despairing lover who had recourse to a pre- 
dpice— 

** But when he came near, 

Beholding how steep 
T]ie sides did appear. 

And the bottom how deep ; 
Though his suit was rejected, 
He sadly reflected. 
That a lover forsaken 

A new love may get ; 
But a neck that^s once hroken 

Can never be seL'* 

The Duke could not help laughing, though 
much agidnst his will, at the resemblance which 
the verses bore to his own absurd situation, and, 
stepping back into the apartment, deusted from 
an attempt which might have proved dangerous 
as well as ridiculous; He called his attendants, 
and contented himself with watching the little 
thicket, unwilling to think that a female, who had 
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thrown herself in a great measure into his way, 
meant absolutely to mortify him by a retreat. 

That question was determined in an instant. 
A form, wrapped in a mantle, with a slouched 
hat and shadowy plume, issued from the bushes, 
and was lost in a moment amongst the ruins of 
ancient and of modern buildings, with which, as 
we have already stated, the demesne formerly 
termed York House, was now encumbered in all 
directions. 

The Duke^s servants, who had obeyed his im* 
patient summons, were hastily directed to search 
for this tantsdizing siren in every direction. Their 
master, in the meantime^ eager and vehement in 
every new pursuit, but especially when his vanity 
was piqued, encouraged their diligence by bribes, 
and threats, and commands. All was in vain.— - 
They found nothing of the Mauritanian Prin- 
cess, as she called herself, but the turban and 
the veil ; both of which she had left in the thicket, 
together with her satin slippers ; which articles, 
doubtless, she had thrown aside as she exchanged 
them for others less remarkable. 

Finding all his search in vain, the Duke of 

«1 
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Backtngham, after the example of spoiled chiF- 
drcn of ail ages and stations, gave a loose to the 
frantic vehemence of passion ; and fiercely he swore 
vengeance on his late visitor, whom he termed by 
a thousand opprobrious epithets, of which the ele- 
gant phrase ** Jilt^ was most frequently repeated. 
Even Jerningbam, who knew the depths and 
shallows of his master^s mood, and was bold to 
fathom them at almost every state of his passions, 
kept out of his way on the present occasion ; and, 
eabinetted with the pious old housekeeper, de- 
clared to her, over a bottle of ratafia, that, in bis 
apprehension, if his Grace did not learn to put 
^me control on his temper, chains, darkness, 
straw, and Bedlam, would be the final doom of 
the gifted and admired Duke of Buckingham. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Contentions fierce. 



Ar<]entf «nd diie, spring from no pettjr cause. 

Albion. 



The quarrels between man and wife are pro- 
verbial ; but let not these honest folks think that 
connections of a less permanent nature are free 
from similar jars. The frolic of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and the subsequent escape of AHce Bridge- 
north, had kindled fierce dissension in Chiffinch^s 
family, when, on his arrival in town, he learned 
these two stunning events : " I tell you,^ he said 
to his obliging helpmate, who seemed extremely 
slightly moved by all which he could say on the 
subject, " that your d — d carelessness has ruined 
the work of years.'' 

" I think it is the twentieth time you have said 
so," replied the dame ; ** and without sucli fro- 
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queat assurance, I was quite ready to beliere that 
a very trifling matter would overset any scheme 
of yours, however long thought o£^ 

" How on earth could you have the folly to 
let the Duke into the house wh^d you expected 
the King ?*" said the irritated courtier. 

" Lord, Chiffinch,"" answered the lady, *^ oiight 
not you to ask the porter, rather than me, that sort 
of question ?— I was putting on my cap to receive 
his Majesty.'' 

^^ With the address of a madge-howlet," said 
Chiffinch, ^^ and in the meanwhile you gave the 
cat the cream to keep." 

'' Indeed, Chiffinch,'' said the lady, << these 
jaunts to the country do render you excessively 
vulgar ! there is a brutality about your very boots ! 
nay, your muslin ruffles being somewhat soiled, 
give to your knuckles a sort of rural rusticity, as 
I may call it." 

It were a good deed," muttered Chiffinch, 

to make both boots and knuckles bang the foUy 
and affectation out of thee." Then speaking aloud, 
he added, like a man who would fain break off an 
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arguineiit) by extoitii^ from his advarsary a coib- 
fesfltoa that' he has reason on his side, ^^ I am sure, 
Kate, you must be sensible that our all depends 
on his Majesty^s pleasure.^ 

"Leave that to me,^ said she, "^ I Imdw how 
to pleasure his Majesty better than you can teach 
me. Do you think his Majesty is booby ^oi]^h ' 
to cry like a schoolboy because his sparrow has 
flown away ? His Majesty- has better taste. - 1 a)n 
surprised at you, Chiffinch,'" (she added, drawing 
herself up,) ^^ who were once- thought to know 
the points of a fine woman, that you should 
have made such a roaring about this country 
wench. Why, she has not even the country quar 
lity of being plump as a barn-door fowl, but is 
more like a Dunstable lark, that one must crack 
bones and idl if you would make a mouthfiil of it. 
What signifies whence she came, or where she 
goes ? There will be those behind that are much 
more worthy of his Majesty^s condescending at- 
tention, even when the Duchess of Portsmouth 
takei^ the firumps.'" 

"You mean your neighbour, Mistress Nelly," 
said her Worthy helpmate ; " but, Kate, her date is 

VOL. IV. a 
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out Wit she ha% let her keqp horsdf w«m 

h in wone company^ for the cant of a gang of 

strollers is not language for a prinoe'^s diamber.^ 

*^ It is no matter what I mean, or whom I 
mean,'' uid Mrs Chiffindh ; «^ bat I tellyoa, Tom 
CUffineh, that you wiU find your master quite 
((KnsBoled for loss of the piece of prudish pori- 
tanism that you would needs sa^le him with^ as 
if the good maa were not plagned enough with 
them in Parliaraciil, but you must fbrsootk faring 
them into his very bed-diamher.'" 

<< Well, Kate,"" saidChiffinch, <'if a man were 
to speak aD the sense of the seven wise masters, 
a woman would find nonsense enough to orer- 
whdm him witb; so I shall say no moore^Wt tibat 
I would to Heaven I may find the King in no 
worse famnour Aan you describe him. I am com- 
manded to attend him down the river to the 
Tower to-day, where he is to mske some survey 
of anns md atoces. They are dever follows who 
contrive to keep Bowley firom engif;uig in busi- 
ness, for, by my word, he has a tui^ for it^ 

^'I warrant you,^ said Chiffindi the female, 
nod£ng, but rather to her own figure reflected 
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from a imrrar^ than to her politic faudba&d, '^ I 
vansnt you we will find means of occupying .htm 
that will sufficiently fill up his time.'' 

^^ On my honour, Kate/' fiaid the male Chif- 
finch, " I find you strangely altered, and, to speak 
truth, grown most extremely qpinionatire. I will 
be happy if you have good leaton finr your confi- 
dence." 

The dome smiled superciEoualy, but ddgned 
ao other answer, unless this were bne,<^-^'' I shall 
order a boat to go upon the Thames to-day with 
die royal party." 

^^ Take care what you do, Kate ; there are none 
dare presume so fiur but women of the first rank. 
Duchess of Bolton—^ Buddngham— *of ^ 

^^ Who cares for a list of names? why may not 
I be as forward as the greolieflt B. amoDgst your 
string of them ?" 

^^ Nay, faith, thou mayst match the greatest B. 
in Court already," answered Chiffinch ; " so e^'en 
take thy own course of it ButdonotletChaubert 
fi^rget to get some cdlation ready, and a 9mvper 
cm petit convert, in case it should be commanded 
for the evening." 
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*^ Ay, there your boasted knowledge of cooit 
matters begins and ends. — Chi£Snch, Chaubert, 
and Company ;^-dis8olTe that partnership^ and 
you break Tom Chiffindi for a courtier.'^ 
. << Amen, Kate,*" replied Chiffinch ; ^^ and let me 
tell you, it is as safe to rely on another person^ 
fingers as on our own wit But I must give or* 
ders for the water. — If you take the pinnace, there 
are the cloth-of-gold cushions in the chapel may 
serve to cover the benches for the day. They are 
never wanted where thqr lie.^ 

Madam Chi£Snch accordingly mingled with 
the flotilla which attended the King on his voy- 
age down the Thames, amongst whom was the 
Que«», attended by some of the principal ladies 
of the Court The little plump Cleopatra, dress- 
ed to as much advantage as her taste could devise, 
and seated upon her embroidered cushions like 
Venus in her shell, n^lected nothing that effion- 
tery and minauderie could perform to draw upon 
herself some portion of the King^s observation ; 
but Charles was not in the vein, and did not even 
pay her the slightest passing attention of any kind, 
until her boatmen, having ventured to approach 
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nearer to the Queen^s barge than etiquette permit- 
ted, received a peremptory order to back their 
oars, and fall out of the royal procession. Madftm 
ChifSnch cried for spite, and transgressed Solo^ 
mon^s warning, by cursing the King in her heart ; 
but had no better course than to return to West* 
minster, and direct Chaubert^s preparations for the 
eyening« 

In the mean time, the royal barge paused at the 

^Tower ; and, accompanied by a laughmg train of 
ladies and of courtiers, the gay Monarch made the 

-echoes of the old prison-towers ring with the un* 
wonted sounds of mirth and revelry. As they as* 
cended from the river side to the centre of the 

.building, where the fine old Keep of William the 
Conqueror, called the White Tower, predomi- 

> nates over the exterior defences, Heaven only 
knows how many gallant jests, good or bad» were 

-run on the comparison of his Majesty'^s state-pri- 
son to that of Cupid, and what killing similes 
were drawn between the ladies'* eyes and the guns 

• of the fortress, which, spoken with a fashionable 
congee, and listened to with a smile from a fair 
lady, formed the fine conversation of the day. 
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This gay swann of fintterers did not, faowevery 
attend close on the King^s person, though they had 
aceempanied him upon his party on the met. 
Charles, who often formed manly and sensible re^ 
solutions, though he was too easily divarted fiom 
them by indolence or pleasui^, had some desire to 
make himself personally acquainted with the state 
of the military stores, arms, &c. of which the 
Tower was then, as now, the magaaine ; and, al- 
though he had brought with him the usual num- 
ber of his courtiers, only three or four attoidedhim 
on the scrutiny which he intended. Whilst, there- 
fbre, the rest of the train amused themselves as they 
might in other parts of the Tower, the King, ac- 
companied by the Dukes of Buckingham, Ormond, 
and one or two others, walked through the well- 
known hall, in which is preserved the most splen- 
did magazine of arms in the world, and which, 
though far fiom exhibiting its jnresent extraordi- 
naty state of perfection, was even then an arsenal 
worthy of the great nation to which it belonged. 

The Duke of Ormond, well known for his ser- 
vices during the Great Civil War, was, as we have 
elsewhere noticed* at present rather on cold terms 
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vith his Sovereign, who nevertheless asked bis td- 
vioe en mmy oeeasioBs, and who lequired it on the 
present amongst othets, when it was not a little 
feared, that the PariiM&ent, in their ateal fiMr the 
Protestant reli^on, might desire to take the ma*- 
gasines of wms and ammtudtioQ under their own 
e»!lu»Te evders. While Charles sadly hinted at 
sueh a termination of the popular jealousies of the 
period, and discussed with Ormond the means of 
resisting or ^vadingity Bockingham, fidling a little 
bdhind, amused himsdf with ridiculing the anti-i 
ouated Miuearance and embamssed demeanour of 
the old warder who attended on die occasion, and 
who dianced to be the very same that escorted 
Jutian Feveiil to his present piace of confinement. 
The Duke prosecuted his raillery wilh the greater 
activity, that he found the old man, though re- 
strained by the piece and pvesoice, was ratfaeriip. 
on the whole testy, and disposed to afibvd what 
spoxtsmen call piay to his persecutor. The vaii. 
ous peces of ancient armour, with which the waM 
was covered, afforded -the peincipal souroe of the 
Duke's wit, as he insisted upon knowing from the 
old man, who, he sindy could best remWnber mat- 
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tecs firom the days of King Arthur downwards at 
the least, the history of the different warlike wea- 
ponsy and anecdotes of the battles in whidi they 
had been widded. The <dd man obrionsly snffier- 
ed when he was obliged, by repeated questions, to 
tell the l^nds (often snffieiendy absiird)..which 
the tradition of the place had assigned to partU 
cular relics. Far firom flourishing his partiran, 
and augmenting the emphasis ci his voice, as was 
and is the prevailing &shion of these warlike Ci- 
ceroni, it was scarce possible to extort firom him 
a sin^e word concerning those topics on which 
their mformation is usuaUy overflowing. - 

^^ Do yoii know, my firiend,*^ said the Duke to 
him at last, ^^ I begin to change my mind respect^ 
ing you. I supposed you must have served as a 
Yeoman of the Guard since bluff King Henry's 
time, and expected to hear something firom you 
abont .the Field of the Cloth of Gold,-!^-and I 
thought of asking you the colour of Anne BuUen'^s 
breast-knot, which cost the Pope thnee kii^oms ; 
but 1 am afiraid you are but a novice in such re- 
collections of love and chivalry. Art sure thou 
didst not creep into thy warlike ofiice from some 
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dork -shop in the Tower-Hamlete, and that thou 
hast net converted an unlawful measuring-yard 
uito that glorious halbert ? — I warrant, thou canst 
not even tell one whom this piece of antique pa- 
noply pertained to?^ ' 

The Jhike pointed at random to a cuirass which 
hung amongst others, but was rather remarkable 
from being bett^ cleaned. 

^^ I should know that piece of iron,^ said the 
warder bluntly, yet with some change'in his voice; 
*' for I have known a man within side of it who 
would not have endured half the impertinence I 
have heard spoken to-day.*^ 

The tone of the old man, as well as the words, 
attracted the attention of Charles and the Duke 
of Ormond, who were only two steps before the 
speaker. They both .stopped, and turned round ; 
the former saying at the same time,-*-^^ How now,' 
sirrah ! — what answers are these ?— Wl at man do 
you speak of P^^ 

'' Of one who is none now,^^ said the warder, 
*/ whatever he may have been.'*' 

^ The old man surely speaks of himself,"' said 
the Duke of Ormond, closely examining the coun- 



106 P£YERIL OF TU£ PKAK. 

tenai^ee of the warder, which he ib vain mdea*- 
voured to turn away. ^^ I am sure I remember 
these filatures— -Are not you my eld friend, Ma« 
jor Coleby P** 

« I wish your Grace^s memory had been (ess 
accurate,^ said the old man, colouring de^y, and 
fixing his eyes on. the ground. 

The King was greatly shecired.-'^** Good God i* 
he. said, *^ the gaUant Major Coleby, who joined 
us with Ids four sons and a hundred and fifty men 
at Warrington ! — And is this all we oould da for 
an old Worcester friend ?^ 

The tears rushed thidt into the old man^s eyes 
as he said, in broken aocenta, *^ Never mind me, 
sire; I am well enou^ Jbene^a worn-out soldier 
rusting amcmg old armour. Where one old cava- 
lier is better, there are twenty worse.^-^1 am aorry 
your M^esty should know any thu^ of it, ainoe 
it grieves you.^^ 

With that kindness, which was a 



point of his character, Charles, while the old man 
was speaking, took the partiian firom him with his 
own hand, and put it into that of Buckingham, 
saying, ^^ What Coleby ""s hand has borne can dia* 
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graee nsiibet yours nor mhie,*-*aad you owe him 
thi« Atonement. Time has been with him, that^ 
fmr less proYocatioii, he would have laid it about 
your ears.*" 

The Duke bowed deeply, but coloured with re- 
sentinent, and took an immediate opportunity to 
place the weapon carelessly against a pile of arms« 
The King did not observe a contemptuous motion, 
which perhaps would not hare pleased him, bo* 
kig at the moment occupied with the veteran, 
whom he exhorted to lean upon him, as he con- 
veyed him to a seat, permitting no other person 
to assist him. ^^ Rest there," he said, ^' my brave 
old friend ; and Charles Siuart must be poor in« 
deed if you wear that dress an hour longer. — ^You 
look very pale, my good Coleby, to have had so 
much colour a few minutes since. Be not vexed 
at what Buckingham says, no one minds his folly. 
— ^You look worse and worse. Come, come, you are 
too much hurried by this meeting. Sit still— do 
not rise— do not attempt to kneel. I comnumd 
you to repose yourself till I have made the round 
of these apartments." 
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The old cavalier stooped his head in token of 
acquiescence in the command of his Sovereign, but 
he raised it not again. The tumultuous agitation 
of the moment had been too much for spirits which 
had been long in a £tate of depression, and health 
which was much decayed. When the King and his 
attendants, after half an hour^s absence, returned 
to the spot where they had left the veteran, they 
found him dead, and already cold, in the attitude 
of one who has fallen easily asleep. The King 
was dreadfully shocked ; and it was with a low and 
faultering voice that he directed the body, in due 
time, to be honourably buried in the Chapel of 
the Tower. He was then silent, until he attained 
the steps in front of the arsenal, where the party 
in attendance upon his person began to assemble 
at his approach, along with some other persons 
of respectable appearance, whom curiosity had at- 
tracted. 

«' This is dreadful,'' said the Kmg. ^' We must 
find some means of relieving the distresses, and 
rewarding the fidelity of our suffering followers, 
or posterity will cry fie upon our memory.*" 



PEVBRIL OF THE PEAK. 109 

^' Your Majesty has had often such pUins agi- 
tated in your council,^ said Buckingham. 

^' True, George,^ said the King. '^ I can safe- 
ly say it is not liiy fault. I have thought of it for 
years.'' 

. *^ It cannot be too well consid^ed,"^ said Buck- 
ingham ; *^ besides, every year makes the task of 
relief easier.*" 

« True,'' said the Duke of Ormond, « by di- 
minishing the number of sufferers. Here is poor 
old Coleby will no longer be a burthen to the 
crown." 

" You are too severe, my Lord of Ormond," 
said the King, ^^ and should respect the feelingsr 
you trespass on. You cannot suppose that we 
would have permitted this poor man to hold such 
a situation, had we known of the circumstance ?" 

" For God's sake, then, sire," said the Duke of 
Ormond, " turn your eyes, which have jiist rest- 
ed on the corpse of one old friend, upon the cKs^ 
tresses of others. Here is valiant old Sir Geofirey 
Peveril of the Peak, who fought through the whole 
war, wherever blows were going, and was the last 
man, I believe, in England, who laid down his 
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aims*— Here is his son, of vhofm I liave tlie high- 
est accounts as a ganant of spirit, accomfdidiineiit, 
and courage-— Here is the nnforttmate House of 
Derby'-Hfor pity^s sake, interfere in behalf of these 
victims, whom the folds of this hydra-plot hare 
entangled, in order to crush them to death — ^rebuke 
the fiends that are seeking to devour their lives, 
and disappoint the harpies that are gapingfinr theb 
property. This very day seven-night the unfor- 
tunate family, fitther and son, are to be brought 
upon trial for crimes of which they are as guiltless, 
I boldly pronounce, as any who stand in this pre- 
sence* For God^s sake, sire, let us hope, that 
should the prejudices of the people ccmdcnm them, 
as it has done others, you will at last step betweeti 
the blood'hunters and their prey.*** 

The King looked^ as he really was, ezceediiig- 
ly perplexed. 

Buckingham, between whom and Ormond there 
existed a constant and almost mortal quarrel, in- 
terfered to effect a divernon in CharWs favour. 
" Your Majesty^'s royal benevolence,'' he said, 
" needs never want exercise, while the Duke of 
Ormond is near your person. He has his sleeve 

15 
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cut in thd old fsshioD, that he may always have 
stole of ruined cavaliers stowed in it to produce 
at demand, itae old raw<^boned boys, with Malm* 
sey noses, bald heads, spindle shanks, and merci* 
less histories of Edgehill and Naseby."" 

^< My sleeve is, I dare say, of an antique cut,^ 
said Ormcmd, looking full at the Duke ; ^^ but I 
pin neither bravoes nor ruffians upon it, my Lord 
of Buckingham, as I see fastened to coats of the 
new mode.^ 

^^ That is a little too sharp for our presence, 
my lord,^^ said the King. 

^^ Not if I make fifty words good,^ said Ormond. 
— ^' My Lord of Buckingham, will you name the 
man you spoke to as you left the boat P^^ 

^^ I spoke to no one,^ said the Duke hastily—* 
" nay, I mistake, I rfemember a fellow whispered 
in my ear, that one, who I thought had left Lon- 
don, was still lingering in town. A person whom 
I had business with.^ 

*' Was yon the messenger ?*" sidd Ormond, sin- 
gling out from the crowd who stood in the courts 
yard, a tall darkJooking man, muffled in a large 
ckmk, wearing a broad shadowy black beaver hat, 
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Lord Duke, we have pardoned him, and so has 
your Grace."" 

^^ It would ill have become me,"^ said the Duke 
of Ormond, ^^ to have been severe in prosecu- 
ting an attempt on my poor life, when your Ma- 
jesty was pleased to remit his more outrageous 
and insolent attempt upon your royal crown. But 
I must conceive it as a piece of sovereign and su- 
preme insolence on the part of this blood-thirsty 
bully, by whomsoever he may be now backed, to 
appear in the Tower, which was the theatre of one 
of his villainies, or before me, who was well nigh 
the victim of another.^ 

^^ It shall be amended in futuref^^ said the King. 
— " Hark ye, sirrah Blood, if you again pr^mne 
to thrust yourself in the way you have done but 
now, I will have the hangman'*s knife and your 
knavish ears made acquainted/' 

Blood bowed, and, with a coolness of impudence 
which did his nerves great honour, he said he had 
only come to the Tower acddentally, to commu- 
nicate with a particular friend on business of im- 

« 

portance. " My Lord Duke of Buckingham,^' he 
said, " knew he had no other intentions." 
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^* Get you gone, you Bcoundrelly cat-throat,^ 
said the Duke, as much unpatient of Colonel 
Blood's daim of acquaintance as a town-rake of 
the low and blackguard companions of his mid- 
night rambles, when they accost him amidst bettor 
company ; *^ if you dare to quote my name again, 
I will have you thrown into the Thames/^ 

Blood, thus repulsed, turned round with the 
most insolent composure, and walked away down 
from thejparade, all men looking at him as at some 
strange and monstrous prodigy, so much was he 
renowned for daring and deq>erate villainy. Some 
even followed him to have a better survey of the 
notorious Colonel Blood, like the smaller tribe of 
birds which keep fluttering around an owl when 
he appears in the light of the sun. But as in the 
latter case, these thoughtless flutterers are careful 
to keep out of reach of the beak and claws of the 
bird of Minerva, so none of those who followed 
and gazed on Blood as something ominous, cared 
to bandy looks with him, or to endure and return 
the lowering and deadly glances which he shot 
from time to time on those who pressed nearest to 
him. He stalked on in this manner, like a daunted 
wolf, afraid to stop, yet unwilling to fly, imtil he 
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readied tiie Tndtbra^ p^ and gelliag on boaid a 
Millar which waited for him, he disappeared fimi 
iheir eyes. 

Charles wcmld fidn have obliterated aU recol* 
leefeion of his apjpeanmoe, bj the ohseiTatiini, ^^ It 
were diame that such a reprobate scoundrel should 
be the subjeet of diseord between two noUemen of 
ditdnctien ;^ and he recommended to the Diikes 
of Buckingham and Ormond to join hands, and 
fiirget a misunderstanding whieh rose on so un-* 
wbrftkj a snlgect. 

Buclringham answved carelessly, ** That the 
Did^e of Ormondes honoured white hairs wero a 
suffident apoli^ for his making the first oyerturts 
to a xeconciliafion,^ and he held out his hand ac-' 
cordingly. But Ormoiid only bowed in return, and 
said, ^ the King had no causa to expeet that the 
court should be disturbed by his personal result- 
ments, since time would not yield him back twenty 
yean, nor the graye restore his gallant son Ossory. 
As to the ruffian who had ii^ruded himself there, he 
was obliged to him, since, by shewing that his Ma- 
jesty^s demen^ extoided even to the yery worst 
of criminals, he strengthened his hqpes of obtain^ 
ing the Eing> fayour for such of his innocent 
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friends as were now in prison, and in danger, from 
the odious charges brought against them on the 
score of the Popish Plot."^ 

The King made no other answer to this insi- 
nuation than by directing that the company should 
embark for their return to Whitehall ; and thus 
took leare of the officers of the Tower who were 
in attendance, with one of those well-tumed com- 
pliments to their discharge of duty, which no man 
knew better how to express, and issued at the same 
dme strict and anxious orders for protection and 
defence of the important fortress confided to them, 
and all which it contained. 

Before he purted with Ormond on their arri- 
val at Whitehall, he turned round to him, as one 
who has made up his resolutiGn, and 'said, *< Be 
satisfied, my Lord Duke^^-oor fiiend^s case shall 
be lodked to.'*' 

In the same evening the Attomey-Oeneral, and 
NorA, Lord-Ohief-Justiee ci the Common Fkav, 
had orders, with all seo^, to meet his Majesty 
that evening on espedal matters of state, at the 
apartments of Chiffincfa, the centre of all affidrs, 
whether of gallantry or buamess. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Yet, Cold^ thou dialt ftom obUvion ptflt ; 

Erect thyself, thou monumeotal brass. 
High as the serpent of thy metal made, 
While natioiis stand secuxe beneath thy shade { 

Abtalom and Achttop/teL 

The monuDg which Charles had anployed in 
yintiDg the Tower had been very differendy oc- 
cupied by those unhappy individuab, whom th&r 
bad fate, and the angular temper of the times^ 
had made the innocent tenants of the state prison 
there, who had received official notice that they 
were to stand their trial in the Court of King^s 
Bench at Westminster, on the seventh succeed- 
ing day. The stout old Cavalier at first only 
railed at the officer for 6p<Hling his breakfast with 
the news, but evinced great feeling when he was 
told that Julian was to be put under the same 
in^ctment. 
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We intend to dwell only very generally ou the 
nature of their trial, which corresponded, in the 
outline, with almost all those which were brought 
during the prevalence of the Popish Plot That 
is, one or two infamous and perjured evidences, 
whose profession of common informers had be- 
come frightfully lucrative, made oath to the pri- 
soners^ having expressed themselves interested 
in the great confederacy* of the Catholics. A 
numbftr of others brought forward facts or sus- 
picions, a£^ting the character of the parties as 
honest Protestants and good subjects ; and be- 
twixt thedirectand presumptive evidence, enough 
was usually extracted for justifying, to a corrupt- 
ed court and a perjured jury, the fatal verdict of 
Guilty. 

The fury of the people was, however, now be- 
gun to pass away, exhausted even by its own vio- 
lence. The English nation differ from all others, 
indeed even from those of the sister kingdoms, 
in being very easily sated with punishment, even 
when they suppose it^most merited^ Other na- 
tions are like the tamed tiger, which, when once 
its native appetite for slaughter is indulged in one 
instance, rushes on in promiscuous ravage. But 
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tb^ English public bave always rather resemUed 
what i$ \o\d of the sleuth-dog^ which, eager, fierce, 
ajdd daniorous in pursuit of his prey, desists from 
it so sopp af blood is sprinkled upon hb path. 

Men^s inifid^ were now be^ning to cool — the 
chspracter of the evidence was more closely gifted 
-rrth^i^ testiffionies did not in all cases tally-^-and 
a lyholesQme suspicipii began to be entertained of 
ipen, who would OMSver say they had made a full 
discovj^ry of all they knew, but avowedly rqperved 
some point of evidence to bear on future trials. 

The King also, who had Iain psssive during 
the first burst ofpcfnilar fury, was now beginning 
to bestir himself, which {»oduced a marked effect 
opi th^ conduct of the Grown Counsel, and even 
the Judges. Sir George Wakeman had been ac- 
quitted in spite of Q^tes^ direct testimony ; and 
public attention was strongly excited concerning 
the event of the next trii|l, which chanced to be 
that of the Peverils, father and scm, with whom, I 
l^now not from what concatenation, little Hudson 
the dwarf waf placed at the bar of the Coqrt of 
King^s Bench. 

It was a pteous sigt^t to behold a fatb^ and 
son, who had been so long separated, meet under 
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ciFcumstances 6o melancholy; and many teaM 
were shed, when the majestic old man, for such 
he was, though now broken with years, folded his 
son to his bosom, with a mixture of joy, aflPection, 
and a bitter anticipation of the event of the in- 
cumbent trial. There was a feeling in the Court 
that for a moment overcame every prejudice and 
party feding. Many spectators shed tears ; and 
there was even a low moaning, as of diose who 
weep, aloud* 

Sud) as felt themselves suflBciently at ease to 
remark the conduct of poor little Geoffrey Hud- 
son, who was scarce observed amid the prepon- 
derating interest created by his companions in 
misfortune, could not but notice a strong de- 
gree of mortification on the part of that diminu- 
tive gentleman. He had soothed his great mind 
by the thoughts of playing the character which 
he was called on to sustain, in a manner which 
should be long remembered in that place ; and on 
his entrance, bad saluted the numerous specta- 
tors, as well as the Court, with a cavalier air, 
which he meant should express grace, high-breed- 
ing, perfect coolness, with a certain contempt of 
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the issue of their proceedings. But hislittle person 
was so obscured and jostled aside, on the meet- 
ing of- the father and son, who had been brought 
in different boats from the Tower, and placed at 
the bar at the same moment, that his distress and 
his dignity were alike thrown into the back-grcnind) 
and attracted neither sympathy nor admiration. 

The dwarFs wisest way to attract attention, 
would have been to remain quiet, when so re- 
markable an exterior would certainly have reea* 
¥ed in its turn the share of public notice which 
he so eagerly coveted. But when did personal 
vanity listen to the suggestions of prudence ?— 
Our impatient friend scrambled, with some diffi- 
culty, on the top of the bench intended for his 
seat ; and there, ^^ psuning himself to stand a-tip- 
toe,^ like Chaucer^s gallant Sir Chaunticlere, he 
challenged the notice of the audience as he stood 
bowing and claiming acquaintance of his name- 
sake. Sir Geoffrey the larger, with whose shoul- 
ders, notwithstanding his elevated situation, he 
was scarcely yet upon a level. 

The taller Knight, whose mind was very much 
otherwise occupied, took no notice of these ad- 
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vances upon the dwarTs part, but sat down with ^ 
the strong determination rather to burst his heart 
than evince any symptoms of weakness before 
Roundheads and Presbyterians; under which 
obnoxious epithets, being too old-fashioned to 
find out party designations of a newer date, he 
comprehended all persons concerned in his pre- 
sent trouble. * 

By Sir Geoffrey the larger^s change of posi- 
tion, his face was thus brought on a leyel with 
that of Sir Geoffrey the less^ who had an oppor- 
tunity of pulling him by the cloak. He of Mar- 
tindale Castle, rather mechanically than consci- 
ously, turned his head towards the large wrinkled 
visage, which, struggling between an assumed air 
of easy importance, and an anxious desire to be 
noticed, was grimacing within a yard of him. But 
neither the singular physiognomy, the nods and 
smiles of greeting and recognition into which it 
was wreathed, nor the strange little form by 
which it was supported, had at that moment the 
power (rf exciting any recollections in the old 
Knight'^s mind ; and having stared for a moment 
at the poor little man, his bulky name-sake turn- 
ed away his head without farther notice. 
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JuIianPevenI, the dwarTs morerecent acquaint- 
ance, had, even amidhisownanxiousfeeliDgS) room 
for sympathy with thoseof bis little fellow sufferer. 
Whenever he discovered that he was at the same 
terrible bar with himself, although he could not 
conceive how their causes came to be qonjcnned, 
he acknowledged him by a hearty shake of the 
hand, which the old rilan returned with allbcted 
dignity and real gratitude. •* Worthy youth," 
he said, ** thy presence is restorative, like the 
nepenthe of Homer, even in this syncop£ .of our 
mutual fate. I am concerned to see that your 
father hath not the same alacrity of soul as that 
of ours, which are lodged within smaller com- 
pass ; and that he hath forgotten an ancient com- 
rade and fellow soldier, who now stands beside 
him to perform, perhaps, their last campaign.*" 

Julian briefly replied, that his father had much 
to occupy him. But the little man— -who, to do 
him justice, cared no more (in his own phrase) for 
imminent danger or death, than he did for the 
puncture of a flea'^s proboscis— did not so easily 
renounce the secret object of his ambition, which 
was to acquire the notice of the large and lofty Sir 
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tGreoffrej Peteril, who^ being at least three inches 
taller than his son, was in so far possessed of 
that superior excellence, which the poor dwarf, 
in his secret soul, valued before all other distinc- 
tions, although^ in his cbnversatidh, he was con^ 
stantly depreciating it ^^ Good comrade and 
namesake^^ he proceeded, stretching out his hand, 
so as again to ireach the elder Peveril's doak, *^ I 
forgive your want of reminiscence, seeing it is 
long since I saw you at Naseby, fighting as if you 
had as many arms as the fabled Briareus.^^ 

The Knight of Martindale, who had again 
turned his head towards the little man, and had 
listened, as if endeaYOuring to make something 
out of his discourse, here interrupted hitn with 
a peevish ** Psha !" 

" Psha r repeated Sir Geoffrey the less. 
^^ Paha is an expression of slight esteem,-— nay, 
of contempt, — ^in all languages ; and were this a 
befitting plac e ^ 

But the Judges had now taken their places, 
the criers called silence, and the stem voice of 
the Lord-Chief-Justice (the notorious Scroggs) 
demanded what the officers meant by permitting 
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the accused to oommunieate together in open 
court. 

It may here be observed, that this celebrated 
personage was, upon the present occasion, at a 
great loss how to proceed. A calm, dignified, ju- 
dicial demeanour, was at no time the characteris- 
tic of his official conduct. He always ranted and 
roared either on the one side or the other ; and 
of late, he had been much unsettled which side 
to take, being totally incapable of any thing re- 
sembling impartiality. At the first trials for the 
Plot, when the whole stream of popularity ran 
against the accused, no one had been so loud as 
Scroggs ; — ^to attempt to impeach the character of 
Oates or Bedlowe, or any other leading witness, 
he treated as a crime more heinous than it would 
have been to blaspheme the Gospel on which 
they had been sworn — ^it was a stifling of the 
Plot, or discrediting of the King'^s witnesses— a 
crime not greatly, if at all, short of high treason 
against the King himself. 

But, of late, a new light had begun to glimmer 
upon the understanding of this interpreter of the 
laws. Sagacious in the signs of the times, he be- 
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gan to see that the tide was turning ; and that 
court favour at least, and probably popular opi« 
nion also, were likely, in a short time^ to de- 
clare against the witnesses, and in favour of the 
accused. 

The opinion which Scroggs had hitherto en* 
tertained of the high respect in \i(hich Shaftes^ 
bury, the patron of the Plot, was held by Charles, 
had been definitively shaken by a whisper from 
his brother North to the following effect : " His 
Lordship has no more interest at court than your 
footman/' 

This notice, from a sure hand, and received 
but that morning, had put the Judge to a sore 
dilemma ; for, however indifferent to actual con- 
sistency, he was most anxious to save appearances. 
He could not but recollect how violent he had 
been on former occasions in favour of these prose ^ 
cutions; and being sensible at the same time that 
the credit of the witnesses^ though shaken in the 
opinion of the more judicious, was, amongst the 
bulk of the people out of doors, as strong as ever, 
he had a difficult part to play. His conduct, 
. therefore, during the whole trial, resembled the 

18 
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appearance of a yessd about to go upon another 
tack, when her sails are shivering in the wind, 
ere they have jet caught the impulse which is 
to send her forth in a new direction. In a word, 
he was so uncertain which side it was his .interest 
to favour, that he might be said on that occasion 
to have come nearer a state of total impartiality 
than he was ever capable of attaining, whether 
before or afterwards. This was shewn by his 
bullying now the accused, and now the witnesses, 
like a mastifP too much irritated to lie still with- 
out baying, byt uncertain whom he shall first 
bite. 

The indictment was then read ; and Sir Greof- 
frey Peveril heard, with some composure, the 
first part of it, which stated him to have placed 
his son in the household of the Countess of 
Derby, a recusant Papist, for the purpose of 
aiding the horrible and blood-thirsty Popish Plot 
— ^with having had arms and ammunition con- 
cealed in his house^-^md with reodving a blank 
commisfflon from the Lord Stafford, who had 
suffered death on account of the Plot But when 
the charge went on to state that he had com- 

3 
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muBicated'for the siime purpose with Gebffirej 
Hudson, souietiHieft called Sir Geoffiriey Hudioiiy' 
now, or fonaetly, in the domestic Bettiee of tlic! 
Qneen Dowtiger, he looked at his oompmibn 
as if he isuddenly reiAlled him to teraemfarancey 
and broke out impatiently, '< These' lies utb too 
gross t6 require a moment^ odt^derationj' I 
might hay)e had enough of intercourse, tbdiigh in 
nothing hut what was loyal and innocent, with iiiy 
nobie kinsman, the late Lord Staffixfit^I will cpil 
him so in spite ot his misfortunes-«4Bid with iny 
wife% relation, the Honourable Coontess of Der* 
by. Bat what likelifabod can diei*0 be thatrl 
should have ccdiogued with a decrepit biifibon^ 
with whom I never had an instant's bommuniea^ 
doti, save once at an Easter feast, whcml iriii&u 
tied'a hornpipe, as he danced on a trencbir^ to 
amuse the company ?'" 

The rage of die poor dwarf b»)ught teaw in 
his eyes, wbil^, i^ith an affected laugh, he $aidj 
^at instead of those juvenile and festive pis^ 
sages. Sir Geoffrey Peveril might have remenu 
bered his charging 4long with him ctt-WigganM 
Lan^, 

VOL. IV. T 
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'* On mj word^^ said Sir OeoffireyVaftori 
ncnfs recolleodoD, ^< I will do jxjia jiiiBlice» Ma»* 
ter; HudsoDh**! believe you were then — I.tbuik" 
I beard you did |i;ood service. But you will »L 
law yott might hare been near one, wi^otitifaia 
ledngyou.^ 

. A sort of titter ran through the oonrtat the 
flimplicity of die larger Sir Gkoffiey^s testiindny^ 
which tbedwarf endeavoured to control^ by stand* 
li^ on. his tiptoes, and. looking fiercely aroond, 
as if ' to admcmidi the laughers that they indulged 
thar mirth at their own periL But percetviag 
diat this only eisdied fiutber scorn, he composed 
Imnself intoti seibblance of careless iM^»tem]>t» ob* 
servingf widi a »nile» that no one feared the glance 
of a daiQed lion ; . a magnificent simile^ wl^h 
ratbiv increased thim dimiiftish^ the mirth, of 
those who heard it. 

Against Julian Peveril there failed not to be 
charged the aggravated fact, that he had been 
hearer .of l^t^rs between the Countess cf D^by 
asd.ot^^ Papists and priests, en^Eiged. ip the 
universal, jtreaaoniAle conspiracy of the Catho- 
lics ; and the assault of the house at Moulti:aasie<- 
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Ha]I,--«with his skirmuh with CfaiiBiich, and his 
a86ftult| as it was termed, on the person of Jobft 
Jenkins, servant of the Duke of Biiokii%hiun, 
iv^re all narrated at length, as so many open 
and overt acts of tveasonable import To this 
charge Peveril contented himself with pleading— 
Not Guilly. 

His little companion was not satisfied with so 
sfanf^ a plea ; for when he heaird it read, as a 
part of the charge applying to him^ that he bad 
received from an agent of the Plot a Uank com- 
mission as Colonel of a regiment of gtvnadiera, 
^e replied, in wrath and scorn, that if Obliah of 
Oath had come to him with such a proposal, and 
pr(^ered him the command of die whole sons of 
Anak in a body, he shonld nev« have had oc- 
casion or opportunity to repeat the temptation 
to another. <* I would have slain him,^ said the 
valiant little man of loyalty, ** even where he 
stood.'' 

The charge was stated anew by the Counsel 
fOT the Crown ; and forth came the notorious 
Doctor Oates, rustling in the full mlken canoni- 
cals of priesthood, for it was at a time when he 
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affected no small digoity of exterior deooratioB 
and deportmoit. 

This angular man, who, aided by the obscure 
intrigues of the Catholics themaelyes, and the 
fortuitous circutnstanoe of Godfrey ^s murd^, had 
been able to cram down the public throat such a 
mass of absurdity as his eyidenoe amounts to^ 
had no other talent far imposture than aa impu^ 
doice which set oonnctioa and shame alike at 
defiance. A man ci sense or r^ection, by trying 
to give his plot an appearance of more probain* 
lity, would most likely hare failed, as wise men 
oUten do in addressing the multitude, frcHn not 
daring to calculate upon the prodigious extent of 
tfaar oredulity , espedally where the figm^its pre- 
sented to them invoWe the fearfiil and the ter- 
rible. 

Oates was by nature choleric ; and the credit 
he had acquired made him insolent and conceit*, 
ed. Eren his exterior was portentous. A fleece 
of white periwig shewed a most uncouth visage, 
of great length, having the mouth, as -the organ 
by use of which he was to rise to eminence, 
placed in the very centre of the countenance^ 
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and exhibiting to the astonished spectatOT as 
much chin below as there was nose and brow 
above the aperture. His pronunciation, too, was 
after a conceited fashion of his own, in which he 
accented the vowels in a manner altogether pe- 
culiar to himself 

This notorious personage, such as we have 
described him, stood forth on the present trial, 
and delivered his astonishing testimony concern* 
ing the existence of a Catholic Plot for subver- 
sion of the government and murder of the King, 
in the same general outline in which it may be 
found in every English history. But as the Doctor 
always had in reserve some special piece of evi* 
denoe affecting those immediately on trial, he was 
pleased, on the present occa^on, deeply to incuU 
pate the Countess of Derby. " He had seen,'' as he 
Sfud, <* that honourable lady when he was at the 
Jesuits' College at Saint Omers. She had sent for 
him to an inn, or avberge, as it was there term-* 
ed—the sign of the Golden Lamb ; and had or- 
dered him to breakfast in the same room with 
her ladyship; and afterwards told him, that, 
knowing how he was trusted by the Fathers of the 
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Society, she was determined that he should have 
share of her secrets also; and thenewithal, that 
she drew froin her bosom a broad sharp.^xnnted 
knife, such as butchers kill sheep withal, and 
demanded of him what he thought of it for ike 
purpose ; and when he, the witness, said for what 
purpose, she rapt him on the fingers with her 
fan, called him a dull fellow, and said it was de- 
signed to kill the King with. 

Here Sir Gkoffrey Peveril could no longer re- 
frain his indignation and surpnse. *^ Mercy of 
Heaven !^ hei said, ** did ever one hear of ladies 
of quality carrying butchering knives about them, 
and telling every scurvy companion she meant 
to kill the King with them ? — Grentlemen of the 
Jury, do but think if this is reasonable^— though, 
if the villain could prove by any honest evidence, 
that my Lady of Derby ever let such a scum as 
himself come to speech of her, I would brieve 
all he can say.^ 

" Sir Geoffrey,'* said the Judge, " rest you 
quiet-^i-You must not fly out — ^passicm hfelps you 
not here— -the Doctor must be suffel'ed to pro- 
ceed."* 
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Doctor Oates went on to »tate^ how the lady 
complained of the wrongs the Dei-by bad sustain- 
^dXroin the King, and the oppression of her re^ 
ligion, and boasted of the schemes of the Jesuits 
and seminary priests; and how tb^ would btt 
furthered by her noble kinsman of the bous^ of 
Stanley. He finally ayemed that both the Count* 
ess and the Fath^ of the scfiunory abrqad,fouhd« 
ed much upon the talents and courage of Sir Geof- 
frey Peyeril and his son-«*the latter^ol^ whom was 
a member of her fajnily. Or Hudson, he only 
Decollected having he^rdoneof the fathero^say, 
that; although' l^ot a dwarf ia stature, he would 
proy&a;g^ntin the jeause' of the Church.^^' ^ 
, Whenheliadendedhisevidence^ there wasa 
pause, until the. Judge,, as if the thought bttd 
suddenly occurred to him, demanded of Doctor 
,Oates, whether he had ever mentioned the name 
of the Countess of Derby in any of the previous 
informations which he had lodged befone'the 
Privy. Coundl, and elsewheiie, upon this $Sair^b 

Oates seemed rather surprised at the qiiestiob^ 
and coloured with anger, as he answered, in his 
peculiar mode of pronunciatioQ, ^' Whoy, no^ 
maay laard.^ 
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^* And pny, Doctor,^ said the Judge, '^ Ikiw 
came ao great a xerealer of mysteries as you hsw 
lately proved^ to have fiuffered so matarial a jchw 
eumfitance a& the accession of this powerful fami* 
ly to the Plot, tohare jremained undkeorstved ?^ 
. V Maay laaod,^ said Gates, %ith ameh ef<. 
ftontexy, ^^agre do not oome here to lurve my 
evidence questioned as touching the Plaat^ 
. ^^ I do not questiXA your eyidenoc^ Doctor,^ 
said ScTDggs, lor the time was not airived that 
he dared , treat lum . roughly ; <^ nor do I doubt 
the existimce of the JPIaaif since it is your ^cs- 
Sure to awear to it I would only have you, for 
your dwnsake, and the satisfiictioti'of all good 
Protestants, explain why youhave kept back such 

H wei|^ty point of information from the Kiiig and 
country.^ 

^ Maay laard,"* said Oates, ^ I will tell yon 
m pretty fable*^ 

'< I hope,^ answered the Judge, ^* it may be 
the first and last which you shall tell in that 
piaoe.'' 

** Maay laard,^ continued Oates, ^^ there waa 
once a faux, who haTing to carry a goose overa 
fraazen river, and being afraid the ice would not 
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bear him atod his booty, did cawerj altera staaney 
my laard, iii.the first instaaiice^ to prove thd 
strength of the aioe/' 

^< So your former evidence was but the atone, 
and now, for the first time, yoa.have brought us 
the goose?'' saidSirWmiamSerogga; ^'totellus 
this, SdctOTi is to make geese of the Court and 
Jury.'* 

^^ I descnre your laardriiip's honest oonstruo- 
tion,^ said Oates, who saw the curront changing 
against him, but was determined to pay the score 
with effironjbery. '^ AH men knaw at what coast 
and praiee I have given my evidence, which has 
hgeti always, uikdfer Gaad, the means of awaken- 
ing Ihia poor naation to the daangerons state 
in which it staunds^ Many here knaw that I 
have been obliged tofaartify my ladging at White- 
hall against the bloody Papists. It was not to be 
thought that I should have brought all the story 
out at aance. I tlnnk your wisdom would have* 
advised me otherwise.'' 

.. f< Nay, Doctor," said the Judge, << it is not for 
me to direct you in this affiar ; and it is for the 
Jury to believe you or not i and as for myself, I 
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tit hae to do jastiee to botb— the Juiy hsre 
heard your answer to my question.^ 

Doctor Oates retired from the l¥itiie88.box, 
veddaiiiig like a turke^-cock, as one totidly un- 
used, to have such accounts questioned i^'he 
dioise to lay before the courts (^justioe ; »ad there 
y»m^ perhaps &r the first time, amongst the coun- 
sel and solicitors, as well a$ the templars and stu-> 
dents of law there present, a murmur^ disdnct and 
audtUe, unfiivouiBlde to the character of the 
great fatlier of the Popidi Plot 
* Evesrett and Danger^dyWidi whom the reader 
is already acquainted, were tlien called in succes- 
sion to sustain the accusation.' They were subor* 
dinate infcMrmers-— a sort of under-spur-leatfaerB, 
ds the cant term went— *who foUow^Jthe path of 
Oates, with all defcreace tohis superior gentusand 
invention, and made their own fi^doni^ciufiaie in and 
harmonise wMi his, as well as their talents could 
devise. But as their evidence had at no time "re^ 
ceived the full credence into which die imjmdence 
of Oates 'had cajoled, the ^blic, so they, nerw* be- 
gan to fallinto discredit rather more hastily than 
their protc^ype, as the superadded turretsof an 
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iU«cQB8tiucted. building ate naturally the. first to 
give way. 

• Itiwas in vain that Everett, with the precision 
of a hypocrite,andDangecfield, with the audacity 
of a bally, narrated, with added circumstances of 
suspicion and criminality, their meeting with. Ju* 
liap Peveril in Liverpool, and again at Martin* 
dale Castle. . It was in vain, they described the 
arms and aeooutrements which they pretended to 
have discovered in old Sir Geoffrey ^s possession ; 
and that they gave a most dreadful account of 
the escape of the younger Peveril. from Moul- 
trasai^Hall, by means of an armed. foroe« 

The Jury listened coldly, and it was visible that 
they were but little moved by the accusatioo ; 
especially as the Judge, always profies^ng his be- 
lief in the Plot, and his zeal for |he Protest^t 
•religioo, was ever and anon reminding thenoi that 
{^resumptions were no proofs—that hearsay, was 
HQ.evidenoe-'^-that those who. made a trade of dis- 
covery were likely to aid their researches; by in- 
.veation--4uid that without doubting the guilt of 
the unfortunate perspas at the bar, he. would 
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gladly hear some evidence brought against them 
of a different nature. ^^ Here we are told of a 
riot and an escape achieved by the younger Fe- 
yeril, at the house of a grave and worthy magk* 
trate, known, I think, to most of ua. Why, Mas* 
ter Attorney, bring ye not Master BndgenortJi 
himself to prove the fact, or all his household, if 
it be necessary ? — ^A ri^g in arms is an a&ir 
over public to be left on the hearsay tale of these 
two men—though Heaven forbid that I should 
suppose they speak one word more than they be« 
lieve ! They are- the witnesses for the King-^and 
what is equally dear to us, the Protestant religion 
— 4Uid witnesses against a most foul and heathen- 
ish Plot. On the other hand, here is a worship- 
ful old knight, for such I must suppose him to 
be, since he has bled often in battle for the King 
-^such, I must say, I suppose him to be, until he 
is proved otherwise. An4 here is his son, a hope- 
ful young gentleman— we must see that they have 
right) Master Attorney.^ 

<< Unquestionably, my lord,"* answered the At^ 
tomey. ^^ Qod forbid else ! But we will make 
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out th^Be mattors against these unhappy gentle- 
men in a majan^ more dose, if jour lordship will 
permit us to hring in our evidence.^ 

^^ Go on. Master Attorney,^ said the Judge, 
throwing himself badk in his seat ^^ Heaven for* 
bid I hinder proving the King^s aceosatian 1 I 
only say, what you know as wdl as I, that de nan 
apparentibus et non eansterUibus eaieni M roHoJ^ 

<< We Aall then call Master Bridgenorlih, as 
your lordship advises, who I think is in wait* 
ing.'' 

** No r answered a voice from the crowd, ap- 
parently that of a female ; ^^ he is too wise and too 
honest to be here.^ 

The voice was distiiict as that of Lady Fair^ 
fax, when she expressed herself to a similar effect 
on the trial of Charies the First; but the re* 
searches which were made on the present occa-^ 
sion to discover the speaker were unsuccessful, 
. After the slight confuaon occasioned by this 
corcumstance was abated,, the Attorney, who had 
been talking aside with the conductors of the pro- 
secution, said, ^^ Whoever favoured us with that 
information, my lord, had good reason for whait 
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they sBid. . Maister Briclgeiiorth has become, I 
am told, suddenly invisible nnce this Kioniing.^ 

^* Look you there nowr, Master Attomey,^ said 
the Judge-^^^ This comes of not keepin||f the 
evowti witnesses tc^ether and in readiness— I am 
suiie I cannot help the eonsequoioes.^ 

^ Nor I«ither,niy brdj'^Sttd the Attomey,pet- 
tedly. *^ I could have proved by diis worshipfid 
gentleman, Master Justice Bridgenorth, the an- 
ctent fiiendship betwixt this party. Sir Geofl&ey 
Peveril, and the Countess of Derby, of whose do- 
ings and intentioBs Doctor Oates has given such 
a deliberate evidence. I could hare proved his 
having sheltered her in his castle against a pro- 
cess of low, and rescued her, by force of arms, 
from this very Justice Bridgenorth, not without 
actual violence. Moreover, I could have proved 
against young Peveril the whole afiray chained 
upon him by the same wordiipful evidence.^ 
^ Here the Judge stuck his thumbs into his 
girdle, which was a favourite attitude of his on 
such occamons, and exclaimed, ^< Pshaw, pshaw, 
Master Attorney — Tdl me not 'that you* could 
have proved this, and you could have proved 
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tbat^ or tbat) oir tliitk-<Pnyiri what joa wffl^ but 
let it be through the mouths of your evideBoe« 
Men axe nbt^to be lieked out of their lives by the 
pou^ side of a kwyer'^s toBgue.^ 

i)^ Nor iaa foul Plot to besmothered^^ aiud the 
Attorney, ^^ for all the haste yoiir lordship is in. 
I cannot call. Master Chiffinch Deither, as. he is 
employed on the Kings's espeeiid affairs, as I sin 
this tnsCant certiorated ftom the couift at White- 

^^ Produce the papers, then, M(ister Attorney, 
of which this young man is said to be the beiver,'** 
said the Jud^. 

** They arc before the Privy Council, my 
lord.^ > 

" Then why do you found on them here P'' ^id 
the Judge*^^' This is something like trifling with 
diecoosL 

<< Since your lordship gives it that naiDer said 
the Attorney, sitting down in a huff, ^' you may 
manage the cause as you will.^ 

«(;If you. do not bring' more.evideQce^I p^ay 
you to charge the Jury,'^.aaid.the Judge. 

''I shall not t^e the trouble to do so,'^ said the 

12 
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CrovB Counsel. '^ I lee jdainlj how-tke jnattei: 
is to ga'' 

f' Nay, but be better adnBoi^V ;sftid Beroggi. 
'^ Consider, your cKse is but half proved xesptct. 
lag the tiro Peverils, and doth not pioch on the 
little opaan at aU, saving that Doetor Oates said 
that b^ was in a certain case to prove a giaat^ 
which seons no very probaUe Popidi tniraclp** 

This sally occasioned a laugh in the court, 
which the Attorney-Gkneral seemed to talie in 
great dudgeon. 

^^ Master Attorney,^ said Gates, who always 
interfered in the management of these law-siiits^ 
*^ this is a plai]^ and absolute giving away of the 
caiis^— I must needs say it, a mere stoifling of 
the Plaaf* 

^* Then the devil who bred it may -blow wind 
into it again, if he lists,^ answered the Attorney.- 
General ; and, flinging down his btief^ he left the 
court, as in a hiiff with all who were conoeraed in 
the affair. 

The Judge having obtained al^ce, for a mur- 
mur arose in the court when the Counsel for the 
prosecution threw up his |f rirf, b^n to charge 
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the Jury, balancing, as be bad done throughout 
the whole day, the difiPerent opinions by which he 
seemed alternately swayed. He protested on his 
salvation that he had no more doubt of the exist- 
ence of the horrid and damnable consjnracy call- 
ed the Popish Plot, than he had of the treachery 
of Judas Iscariot ; and that he considered Oates 
as the instrument under Providence of pre^rving 
the nation from all the miseries of his MajestyV 
assassination, and of a second Saint Bartholomew, 
acted in the streets of London. But then he 
stated it was th^ candid construction of the law 
of England, that the worser the crime, tiie more 
strong should be the evidence. Here was the case 
of accessories tried, whilst their principal, for 
such he should call the Countess of Derby, was 
unconvicted and at large ; and for Doctor Oates, 
he had but spoke of matters which personally 
applied to that noble lady, whose word6, if she 
used such in passion, touching aid which she ex- 
pected in some dreasonable matters from these Pe- 
verils, and from her kinsmen, or her son^s kinsmen, 
of Ae House <rf Stanley, may have been but a 

VOIi* IV. . K 
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Imrat of female reaeotasMH^^Dulcii AmaryUiik 
tra, as tfae poet bath it Who knoveth but Doe-> 
tor Oates did inistake-*-4ie being a geniieiiaaii of • 
a comely oountenanoe and eaay demteiu>iiP*-^is 
same rap with the fan as a diastisement for lack 
of courage in the Cathdic cause, when, ponad- 
yenture, it was otherwise meant, as Popish ladies 
will put, it is siud, such neofdiytes and youthful 
candidates for orders, to many severe trials. I 
9peak these things jocularly,^ said the Judge, 
*^ having.no wish to slain the reputation either 
of the Honourable Countess of the Reverend 
Doctor ; only I think the bearing between them 
may have related to'somelhing short of high trea< 
son. As for what the Attomey-General hath set 
tasih of rescues and force, and I wot not what^ 
sure J am, that in a civil country, when such 
things happen, such things may be proved ; and 
that you and I, gentlemen, are not to take di^n 
for granted gratuitously. Touching this other 
prisoner, this Gai^ridus minimue, he must needs 
say ,^^ he continued, ** he could not discover even 
a Shadow of suspicion against him. Was it tx> be 
thought so abortive a creature would thrust him* 
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$(»lf into depths of pdicy, far less into stratagemv 
of war ? They had but to look at him to tonclude 
the contrary-^the creature was, frqtn his age, fit- . 
tjsc for the grave than a conspiracy— 4ind by his 
size and appearance, for tlie inside of a raree- 
show, than the mysteries of a plot.*^ 
. The. dwarf here broke in upon the Judge by 
force, of screaming, to assure him that he had 
been, simple as he sat there, engaged in eeveu 
plots in Cromwell^s time; and, as he proudly 
added, with some of the tallest men of Ei^land. 
'JCbe matchless loot and air with whidi Sir G^eof** 
fx^y Hudson made this vaunt, set all »-laughiiig, 
and increased the ridicule with which the whole 
trial began to be received ; so that it was amidst 
shaking sides and watery eyes that a general 
verdict of Not Guilty was pronounced, and the 
prisoners dismissed from the bar. 

But a warmer sentiment awaked among those 
who saw the father and son throw themselves 
into each others arms, and, after a hearty em- 
brace, extend their hands to their poor little com- 
panion in peril, who, like a dog, when present 
at a i^milar scene, )fad at last succeeded, by 
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9tretchiog himaelf up to them and whimpering at 
the same tune, to secure to bimadf a portion of 
their sympathy and gratulaUon. 

Such was the singular termination of this trial. 
Charles himself was desirous to have taken con- 
siderable credit with the Duke of Ormond tar 
the evasion of the law, whidi had been thus ef- 
fected by his private ccmnivanoe ; and was both 
surprised and mortified at the oddness with 
which his Grace refdied, that he was rejoiced at 
the poor gentlemen^s safety, but would rather 
have had the King redeem them like a prinee, 
Iff bis royal prerogative of mercy, than that his 
Judge should convey then out of the power of 
the law, like a ju^jg^ with hb cups and balk* 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Onfaif grottod 



I could beat forty of them. 



It doubtless occurred to many that were pre- 
sent at the trial we have described, that it was ma- 
naged in a singular manner, and that the quar- 
nd, which had the appearance of having taken 
place between the Court and the Crown Counsel, 
might proceed from some private understanding 
betwixt them, the object of which was the miscar- 
riage of the accusation. Yet though such under- 
hand dealing was much suspected, the greater part 
of the audience, being well-educated and intelli- 
gent, had already suspected the bubble of the Po- 
pish Plot, and were glad to see that accusations, 
founded on what had already cost so much blood, 
could be evaded in any way. But the crowd, wha 
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waited in the Court of Bequests, and in ihe haU, 
and iridiout doors, yiewed in a very different light 
the combination, as they interpreted it, b^twectt 
the Judge and the Attorney-General, for the es- 
cape of the prisoners. 

Oates, whom less provocation than he had that 
day received often induced to behave like one 
frantic with passion, threw himself amongst the 
crowd, and repeated till he was hoarse, ^^ Thcay 
are stoifling the Plaat ! — ^theay are straangling the 
Plaat !— *My Laard Justice and Maaster Attarney 
are in league to secure the escaapeof the jdaaters 
and Paapists r- ' . 

** It is the device of the l^apist whore of Forts- 
mouth,^ said one. 

Of old Rowley himself,^ says another. ' 
If he could be murdered fay himself, why 
hang those that would hinder it ?^ said n fourth. 

" He should be tried,*" said another, *' for con- 
spiring his own death, and hanged in terrorem^ 

In the me^mwhile. Sir Geoffirey, his son, and 
their little companion, left the haU, intending to 
go to Lady PeveriFs lodgings^ which had been 
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nmor^i' to EleetStreet She had beiaix rdieved 
ftoni. oonBiitecable mooiiTeiiience, as Six Geoffiroy 
jgK^e Julian hastily to undexBtandy hy an angeU in 
the shape of a young friendf and she now espected 
them doubtless with impatience. 'H^nlairlity, and 
some indistinct idea of having unintentionaUy hurt 
die.fteimgs.of the. poor dwaxl^ induced thei honest 
Cavalier to ask this unprotected being to go .with 
theor. ^^ He knew Lady FeyeriTs lodgfaiga were 
bat smally^.he said ; ^^ but it would be strange, i£ 
there was not .some cupboard large aM>ugh to ad* 
OHttinodfitr^he little gentleman*"" 
' The dwarf tc^stered this well-m^snt ri^mark in 
his mind, to be the subject of a proper explada* 
tion, along with the unhappy reminkcenoe of the 
txencher-hompipe, whenever time should permit 
iui.a^gi«nent of such nicety. - 

And thus they sallied from the hall, attracting 
general, observation, both from the citcuntstances 
in which they had stood so lately^ and from their 
resemUance, as a wag of the Inner Temple ex- 
pressed it, to the'three degrees of copparisoui 
Large, Lesser^ Least But th«y had not pasaad 
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hr tiaog Ae street, what JuKaa perociitd, dM 
iDore malevolent pMnms tlnn meat euimity be^ 
fan to actuate the crowd, wUdi fbHowcd, and, aa 
it were^ dogged their iiM(tioii& 

^ Theie go tha Pl^ cot4faro8t8, taativy tn 
Rane r said one fiUow. 

^ Tantivy to WUtdiall, you mean r mid ano. 
ther. 

''Ahl the bkod-thin^ villanu r cried a wo. 
nan: ^ Shame, one of than dnnild be snffisred to 
U^, after peer Sir Edmondbnry^s ctad murder.^ 

*' Out upon the mealy-mouthed jury, diat ton* 
ed out Ae Uoodhounda on an umooent townT 
cried anodier. 

In short, the tumult thickened, and the word 
began to pass among the more desperate, ^^ Lamb 
them, lads ; lamb them T — a cant [Jirase of the 
time, derived ^m the fate of Dr Lambe, an as- 
trologer and quack, who was knocked on the head 
by the rabble in Charles the First^s time. 

Julian began to be mudi alarmed at these sjrmp- 
toms of violence, and regretted <hat they had not 
gone down to the city by water. It was now too 
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laie to tloiik c£ that mode of ittreatii^, and lie 
tberefere stqufisCed his father in a vhii^r to walk 
•teadily forward towards Charing Cross, takk^ 
no notice of the insults which might be cast upon 
diem, while die steadiness of their pace and ap- 
pearance might prevent the rabble firom resorling 
to actual violoaoe. The execution of this prudent 
resolution was prevented after they had passed the 
palaoe, by the hasty diqpoaition of the dder Sir 
Geoffrey, and the no less choleric temper of Gal^- 
fiidus Minimus, who had a soul which spurned 
all odds, as well of numbers as of sise. 

'^ Now a murrain take the knaves, with their hdt- 
lowing and whooping,^' said the larger knight; *^by 

■ 

this day, if I could but %ht on a weapon, I would 
cu^l reason and loyalty into some of their car- 
cases T 

*^ And I also,^ said the dwarf, who was toiling 
to keep up with the Icmger strides of his compa- 
nions, and therefiire spoke in a very pthisical tcne, 
^' I also win cudgel the plebeian knaves beyond 
measured-lie !— *hem T 

Among the cxowd who thrcnged around them, 
impeded, and did all but assault them, was a mis- 
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diievoiu dioanaker^s spprantice, who^ hearing lUi 
unlucky vaunt of the vahxrouB dwaif, repaid it by 
flapping him on the head widi a boot which he 
was carrying home to the owner, so as to hnoek 
the little gentleman^s hat over his eyes. The 
dwarf, thus rendered unable to discover the urchiii 
that had given him the offence, flew with indline^ 
tive ambition against the b^gest fellow fai iik» 
vrowd, who received the onset with a kick on the 
stomach, whk^ made the poor little champion red 
hack to his oompamons. They were now assault^ 
ed on all sides ; but fortune, complying with die 
4mh of Sir Geoffi^ the larger, ordained diat the 
acuffle should happen near the booth of a cutler, 
£rom amongst whose wnes, as they stood exposed 
4o the public, Sir Geoffirey Peveril snatched A 
broad-sword, which he brandished with the for- 
midable address of one who had for many a day 
been in the fiuniliar practice of using suoh.a wca* 
.pon. Julian, while at the same time he called 
iloudly for a peace officer, and reminded the assail- 
ants that they were attacking im^nsivepassen-^ 
gers, saw notlnng better for it than to imitate his 
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fikdier'ts example^ and seised alsQ tme of the wea- 
pons thus opportunely offered. - 
' 'When they displayed these demonstrations of 
ddPence, the rush wluch the rabble at first made to- 
wards them was so great as to throw down the un* 
fortunate dwarf, who would have been trampled to 
death in ^ scuffle, had not his stout old n«Di6^ 
sake deared the rascal crowd from about him with 
» &w flourishes g£ his weapon, and seizing on the 
fiiUen champion, put hitn out of dai^er, (except 
from missiles), by suddenly 'pla<^g him on the 
bolk'head, that is to say, the flat wooden roof of 
the cutler'^s projecting booth. From the rusty iron- 
wai:e which was displayed there, the dwarf instant- 
ly «nfri;ched an old rapier and target, and, coyering 
himsdf with the one, stood making passes wxdi 
the other, at t|i6'facea and eyes of the people in 
the street ; so much delighted with his post of vao- 
t^e^ that he calkd loudly to his fiiends who were 
sldrmishing with the riotors on more equal terms 
as to position, to lose no time in putting themselves 
under his protection. But far from being in a 
sibuatacai to need his assistance, the fiftther and son 
might easily have extricated themselves from the 
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rftbfale by their own ezertions, coold they hav^ 
thought of leaying the mamtikm in the Ibrloni si-* 
tu«tion> in which, to ev^ eye bat hiB own, he 
stood like a diminatiye puppet, set out with sword 
end taiget as a fmdng-mastef s sign. 

Stones and sticks began now to fly very thick, 
Mid the crowd, notwithstanding the exertions of 
the Peverib to disperse them with as little ham 
as possible, seemed determined on mischief, when 
some gentlemen who had been at the trial, un* 
derstanding that the prisoners who had been just 
acquitted were in danger of being murdered by 
the populace, drew their swords, and made fiw- 
ward to eflfect their rescue, which was completed 
by a small party of the King^s life Guards, who 
had been diqiatohed firom their ordinary post of 
alarm, upon intelligence of what was passii^. 
When diis unexpected reinforcement arrived, the 
old jolly Knight at once reec^^niied, amidst Ae 
eries of those who then entoed upon action, some 
of the sounds which had animated his more active 
years. 

*^ Where be these cuekoldy Roundheads," cried 
some. — *^ Down with the sneaking knaves T died 
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athers.— ^^ The King and his friends, and the 
devil a one else !^ exclaimed a third set, with more 
daths and d— n mees than, in the present more 
correct age, it is necessary to commit to paper. 

The old soldier, pricking up his ears like an an- 
cient hunter at the cry of the hounds, would glad- 
ly have scoured the Strand, with the charitable 
purpose, now he saw himsdtf so well supported, 
of knocking the London knaves, who had insult- 
ed him, intotwiggen bivttles; but he was idthheld 
by the prudence of Julian, who, though hiinself 
extremely irritated by the unprovoked ill usi^ 
which they had received, saw himself in a situa- 
tion in which it was necessary to exercise more 
caution than vo^eance. He prayed and pressed 
his father to seek some temporary place of retreat 
from the fury of the populace, while that prudent 
measure was yet in thar power. The subaltern 
officer who commanded the party of the Life 
Guards, exhorted ike M Cavalier eiagerly to tl^ 
same sage counsel, umng, as a spice (^compulsion, 
the name of the King ; while Julian strongly ur- 
ged that of his mother. The old Knight looked at 
his Uad^, crimsoned with cross-cuts and slasheft 

16 
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which he had givea to t&B most forward* (^tke aa-^ 
•ailants, with the eye of one not half sufficed. 

*^ I would I had pinked one of the knaves at 
least — ^but I know not how it was, when I lodced 
on their broad round English fiices, I shunned to 
use my point, and only sliced the rogues a littie. ^ 

*' But the Kings's pleasure,^ said the officer, << is, 
that no tumult be.prosecuted.^ 

^^ My mother,^ said Julian, ^* will die witb 
finght, if the rumour of this scuffle reaches her ere 
we see her." 

" Ay^ ay,'* said the Enight, ** the King's Ma- 
jesty, and my good dame-*well, their pleasure be 
done, thaf s all I can say — ^Eings and ladi^ must 
be obeyed. But which way to retreat, since re^ 
treat we needs must ?*" 

Julian would have been at some loss to advise 
what course to take, for eveiy body in the vicinity 
had shut up their shops, and chained their doors, 
upon observing the confusion become so formic 
dable. The poor cutler, however, widi whose goods 
they made so free, offisred the man asylum on the 
part of his landlord, whose house served as a rest 
for his shop, and only intimated gently, he- hoped 

8 
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the gendemen would co&edder him for the Use of 
his/iroapons. 

Julian was hastily revolving whether they ought, 
k prudence^ to accept this man's invitation, aware, 
hy experience, how many trepans, as they were 
then termed, were used betwixt two contending 
&ctbB8, each too inveterate to be very scrupu- 
lous of the character of fair pby to an ^emy, 
when. the dwarf, .exerting his cracked voice to 
the uttemost, and shrinking like an exhausted 
herald, from the exalted station which he still 
occupied on the bulk-head, exhorted them to ac- 
cept the offer of the worthy man of the mansion. 
'' He himself," he said, as he reposed himself aft 
ter theglorious conquest in which he had had some 
share, " had been favoured with a beatific vision, 
too sfdendid to be described to common and mere 
mortal ears, but which had commanded him, in a 
voice to which his heart had bounded as to a trum^ 
pet sound, to take refuge with the worthy person 
of the house, and cause his friends to do so." 

« Vision i"said theEnight of thePeak,— "sound 
of a trumpet f— the little mantis stark mad." 

But the cutler, in great haste, intimated to them 

that their fitde friend had received an inthnation 
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from a genUewomte of Iwa iiftqniin>tnrpip whe «poke 
to him from the window, while he stood m .the 
bulk Jieadf thut they would find a lafe retraat in 
hb kadlord's; aiid» desiiiiig them to attend to 
two or thfee deep thoai^ dislaat hunas, made 
them awaxe.that the rabUe w»ve up 8till» aad 
would soon be upon th»n with lenewed viokMe^ 
aad iacreaaedmimbenk 

' Th6 fiMher and iqb, theaeefiffe, haatily thaidkad 
the officer and hia party, aa well as the other g«i. 
dfiOfteu who had vohmteered in tfarar aenstanoe^ 
lifted litde SirGeoffirey Budeon from tbeconqpi* 
cttouB post which he had so creditably occupied 
doriiig the akifiah, and fiiUowied the iboftBtepa 
of the tenant of the booth, who cwndiicted thcflt 
down a blind alley, and throui^ one or two ooorta^ 
in eaee* aa he said, any one might ha^e watehed 
where they bunrowed, and so into a bad&doorr 
This entrance admitted them to a staircaae cana^ 
fiilly hung with straw mats to exclude damp, fron 
the u]^>er step of which they entered upon a.tON 
IferaUy hy^ withdrawing*room, hung with eoarse 
green* s^ge edged with gilded leather, whidi the 
poorer or move econondoal dtixens at that time 
used instead of tapestry or wainscotting. 
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Here tbe poor catlef toeoiv^d flM>«i' JidUn 0iieli 
4'grfttiiiijr £bt the loati of the tfroirds^tUit he g9- 
aerdndjr abtttidoiied t^d pfopertjr to the genda^ 
itten who had UMd them so veil ; '' the mther^^ he 
iftid^ ^* that he gatr by the way they lumdled thdt 
we^fift that they were men of mettk, and taU M- 
Jeire.'' 

Here the dvarf smiled cm him courteOudy and 
bowed, thxiuting^ at the same time, hie hand into 
his pockety which, however, he withdrew carelesB* 
ty^ profaaUy because he finmd he had not the 
means of making the smaU domatiaii which he had 
meditated^ 

, The cutler proceeded to assj^ aa he bowed and 
W9» about to withdraw, that he saw there would 
be -m^rry days yet in Old En^^d^ and thf^t Bik 
boa blades would fetch as good a pace as ever. 
^ I remember,"^ he said, ^ goitlemat, though X 
was then but a prentice, the demand for weapons 
bt the years fbrty-ene and fbrtjr-^two ; awordJdades 
were more in danand than tooth«-pid»y and CAd 
fronsidef^ my master^ took MMXse tar rascally Fnh> 
iiant rapiers than X dare ask nowadays fbr a To^ 

TO!,. IT. X,. 
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ledo. Bul^ to be siiDe» a mnf 8 Itfe thai rested on 
the tdade he earned; the Cavaliien and Bound* 
heads taofjtit every day at die gates of Whitehall, 
as it is like, gentlemen, by your good fyirampli% 
thqr may do agab, when I wiU be able to leave 
my pitiful booth, and open a shop of better qua- 
lity. I hope you will recommend me, genttemeo, 
to your finends. I am always provided with ware 
which a gentleman may risk his life on.^ 

''Thank you» good fiiead,'' said Jnliani ''I 
prithee begone. I trust we shall need thy ware 
no more for some time at least.^ 

The cutler retired, while the dwarf holloed after 
him down stairs, that he would caU on him soon, 
and equip himself with a longer blade, and one 
more proper for action ; although, he said, the 
little weapon he had did weU enough &r a walk- 
ing-aword, or in a skirmish with such canaille as 
they had been engaged with. 

The cutler returned atthis summens,aBdif;reed 
to pleasure the litde man with a weapon more snit* 
flUe to his magnmimity ; then, as if the thought 
had suddenly occurred to him, he said, '^ But, 
gendemen, it will be but wild work to .walk with 
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your ndced swords through the Strand, and it ean 
flssrcefiul to raise the rabble agam. If youjrilease^ 
while you repose yourselves here, I can fit the 
blades with sheaths.^ 

The prc^sal seemed so reasonable, that Julian 
4ind his father gave up their weapons to the friend- 
ly cuder, an example which the dwarf followed, 
after a mementos hesitation, not caring, as he mag- 
nificently expressed it, to part so soon with the 
trusty friend which fortune had but the moment 
before restored to his hand. The man retired with 
the weapons under his arm ; and in shutting the 
door behind him, they heard him turn the key. 

" Did you hear that ?^ — said Sir Geoffirey to his 
son; ^^ and we are disarmed.'" 

Julian, without reply, examined the door, which 
was fast secured ; and then looked at the casements, 
which were at a story^s height from the ground, 
and grated besides with iron. ^^ I cannot think,^ 
he said, after a mementos pause, ^* that the fellow 
means to trepan us ; and in any event, I trust we 
should have no difficulty in forcing the door, or 
otherwise making an escape. But, before resort- 
ing to such vidient measures^ I think it u bettor 
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to give tbe libUe kiAno to dispcene^ by wahiiig 
ibia maifi retain with our weapons within a rear 
tonable tune, when, if he does not appear, I trust 
we will find little difficulty in extricating our- 
selves.^ As he spoke thu8> the hangings were pull- 
ed aside, and from a small door whidi was oonceaL 

ed behind them, Migor Biidgenorth entered the 

> 

room. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



He cume amongst them like a new^raised spirit, 
To speak of dieadiul judgments that impend. 
And of the wrath to come. 

7%^ Rfffbtihcr* 



The dstonishinenif; of Julian at th^ imexpected 
apparition of Bridgenorth, was instantly succeeded 
by apprehension of his father^s violence, which he 
had every reason to believewouldbreakforth against 
one, whom he himself could not but reverence on 
account of his own merits, as well as because he 
was the father of Alice. The appearance of Bridge- 
north was not, indeed, such as to awaken resent- 
ment BQs countenance was calm,his step slow and 
composed, his eye not without the indication of 
some deep-seated anxiety, but without any atpres- 
sion mther of anger or of triumph. " You are wel- 
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come,^ he said, *^ Sir Greaflfiey Pcfveril, to the shel- 
ter and hospitality of this house; as wdcome as 
you would have been in other days, when we call- 
ed each other neighbours and fiiends.'*^ 

<' Odzooks^ said the old Cavalier, '^ and had I 
known it was thy house, man, I would soonor had 
my hearths blood run down the kennel, than my 
foot should have crossed your threshold — ^in the 
way of seeking safety, that is.**^ 

*^ I forgire your inveteracy,^ said Major Bridge- 
north, ^^ on acooEunt of your prejudices.'" 

" Keep your forgiveness," answered the Cava- 
lier, '^ until you are pardoned yourself. By Saint 
George, I have sworn, if ever I got my heels out 
of yon rascally prison, — ^whither I was sent much 
through your means. Master Bridgenorth, — ^that 
you should pay the reckoning for my bad lodging. 
— I will strike no man in his own house ; but if 
you will cause the fellow faring back my weapon, 
and take a turn in that blind court thare bdow, 
along with me, you shall soon see what chance 
a traitpr bath with a true man, and a Puritan with 
Peveril of the Peak." 

Bridgenorth smiled with much composure. 
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^' When I was. younger and more warm-Uooded,"* 
he replied, ^^ I refused your challenge^ ^r Geof- 
frey ; it is not like I should now accept it, when 
each is within a stride of the grave. I have not 
spared, and will not spare my blood, :iibi&n my 
country wants it!" 

: ^^ That ifi when there is any chance of treason 
against the King,^ said Sir Geo£5rey<. 

^^ Nay, my father,^ said Julian/ ^^ let us hear 
Master Bridgenorth ! We have been sheltered in 
his house ; and although we now see him in Lon« 
don, we should remember that he dicL not appear 
against us this day, when perhaps Ins evidence 
nught have given a &tal turn to our situation/* 

"You. aw right, young man,^ said Bridge- 
n«rth; "and it should be somepledge of my sin- 
cere good will, that I was thiii day absent from 
Westminster, when a few words from my mouth 
had ended the long line of Peveril of the Peak : It 
needed" but ten minutes walk to W^etmLiister HaU 
to liave msured your condemnation. But could I 
have d(me this, knowing as I now know, that to 
thee, Julian Peveril, I owe the extrication of my^ 
daugfater-»-of my dearest Alice-^the memory of 
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ber dqpnted imtlinH-^nni die«Bx«» which hell 
atid profligacy had opened aroimd her I? 
: *^ She ia, I trnal). aafi^'' said Feteril eagedj, 
4Dd tbsost foigtiriiigiBB frthcr^a praaenev; ^^ die 
if I iinidliiinRi> and in four cam warddiqi?^ 

^* Not in mme,'' said the dejected firther; ^^ but 
in ibat.of onein whMtt prataotioi^naKt to^ that of 
Heaven, I can moai liiUjr confide.^ 
. <^ Are yon 3«ne***«i» you yery ^uie of that ?^ 
mp«tfttd JoliM eagtiiy. ^^ I foond hfirundordie 
chargQ ef ene tn whi9m ahe had been tmi^ady and 
who yet-rrr--^ 

' <^ And whp yet waa the. baaeat of women,^ ian- 
swered Bctdgenortb ; ^^bnt be who adaeled hear 
for tbechaige waa deoitT^ in her charaeter^'^ 
. <^ Say rather ypu weie.deodved in hia ; renem- 
bar tfiat when we purled ait JHonteame^ X wamed 

yon of that GanleaBefT-tbal "^ 

. '^I know your meaning^'' said Bridgekiosth ; 
'^nor did you err .in describing bin aa n woridly- 
mae ratfEu But be hm atoned for hia err^r by. 
aacoreiing Alice fitom the dai^eva into wbi^die 
wiaa pbinged when aqpwated Ihw you ; and be- 
i^ea, I have not diought meet again to intrust 
him with the charge that is dearest to me.^ 
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. ^' I thank Ood your ejr^ aoe &!»• fior opnied r 
said Julian. 

. ^^Thisday win open. Ilieai wide, or oImo them 
finr ever,^ aoBverad Bridgenordi. 

During dhis dialq^ue) wfaieh the qpeakets hur- 
ried through without attending to the others who 
iMie present, Sir Gheeftey lietened with sutprise 
and eagenieBS, endearotarfaig to catch somethhig 
which should render thefar conversation intelligi- 
ble ; but as he totidly failed in gaining any such 
1^ to their' mealiing, he broke suddenly in with, 
** ^Sblood and thunder, Julian, what unprofitaiMe 
gossip is this P What hast thou to do with this 
fellow, more than to bastmado him, if you should 
think it worth while to beat so old a vdgue?"^ 

** My dearest fiith^,^ said Julian, *^ you know 
not diis gwtlemaoD^— I am certain you do him in- 
justice. My own oUigstions to him are many ; 
and I am sure when you come to know them-*^ 
' ^* I hope I shall* die ere that mom^it come,^ 
said 8b Geoflirey ; and continued with increasing 
vkdenoe, ^* I hope, in the mercy of Heaven, that 
I will be in the grave of my ancestors, ere I learn 

5 
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that my son— my only 8(»i-— llie last hope of my 
aadent house — the hut remnant of the name of Pe* 
Teril — hath oonaented to receiYe obligationft firom 
the man on earth I am moat bomid to Hkte, were 
I not atUl more boond to contemn him ! — Deg^^ 
nerate di^*whelp r he repeated with great yehe^ 
menee, '^ you colour, without rej^ying ! Speakf 
and diaown audi disgrace; or, by the Grod of my 



The dwarf suddenly stepped forward, and call- 
ed out, ^^ Forbear T with a voice at once so dia* 
oordant and commanding, thlit it sounded super- 
naturaL '^ Man of sin and pride,^ he said, ^^ for^ 
bear; and call not the name of a holy Grod, to wit*- 
ness thine unhidlowed resentments.^ 

The rebuke so boldly and decid^y given, and 
the moral enthusiasm with which he spoke, gave- 
the despised dwaif an ascendancy for the moment 
over the fiery spirit of his g^antic namesake. Sir 
Geoffirey Peveril eyed him for an instant askance 
and shyly, as be might have done a supernatural' 
apparition, and then muttered, ^' What knon^t 
thou of my cause of wrath ?**" 
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^ Nothing,^ Baid the dwarf ;-*-<< nothing but 
this — that no cause can warrant the oath thou 
w«rt about to swear. Ungrateful man ! thou wert 
to»day rescued from the devouring wrath of the 
wi<^ed, by a marvellous conjunction of circum- 
stances — Is this a day, thinkest thou, on whidi to 
indulge thine own hasty resentments ?^ 

*^ I stand rebuked,^ said Sir Geoffirey, ^^ and by 
a singular monitor — the grashopper, as the prayer-, 
book saith, hath become a burthen to me. — Ju- 
lian, I will speak to thee of these matters hereaf- 
ter ;-— and for you, Master Bridgenorth, I desire to 
have no farther communication with you, either 
in peace or in anger. Our time passes fast, and I 
would fain return to my family. Cause our wea* 
pons to be restored; unbar the doors, and let us 
part without further altercation, which can but 
disturb and aggravate our spirits.*" 

" Sir Geofirey Peveril," said Bridgenorth, " I 
have no desire to vex your spirit or my own ; but,^ 
for thus soon dismissing you, that may hardly be, 
it being a course inconsistent with the work which 
I have on hand.*" 

7 
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^ HoW) sir ! Doymi meati, tliilwt should abide 
here, whether with or agtinit our iaclmatioiuB ?*^ 
said die dwarf. << Were it not that I am laid niw 
dsae charge to lemaiii here, by one who hath the 
beet right to oomniand this poor mierocosim, I wookt 
shew thee that bolts and bars me unavailing re- 
straints on such as I am.^ 

« IVuly,'' said Sir Geof&ey, •* I thnik, upon 
an emergency, the little man might make Ms es* 
c^ through the key-hole.^ 

Bric^enorth^s ftce was moved into something 
Hkea smile at the swaggering speech of the pigmy 
hero, and the contemptuous commentary of % 
Geofl&ey Peveril; but such an expression never 
dwdt on his features for two seconds together, and 
he refdied to the dwarf in these words :-^'' Gren-- 
demen, each and all of you must be ftin to con- 
tent yourselves. Believe me, no hurt is intended 
towiodsyou; on the contrary, your remaining here 
will be a means of securing your safety, which would 
be odierwise deeply endangered. It will be your 
own feults if a hair of your heads is hurt. But 
the stronger force is on my side ; and, whatever 
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harm you may me^ mih should you attempt to 
break Ibrth by vudence, the blame must rest with 
youraelves* If you will not bdieve me, I wiU per- 
mit Master Julian Peveril to accompany me^ where 
he shall see that I am provided fiilly with the 
means of xeprems^ violence.^ 

<< Treason (^--Treason !^ exclaimed the old 
Knight—-** Treason against God and King 
Charles t — O, for one half hour of the broad- 
sword which I parted with like an ass T 

** Hold> my father, I conjure you T said Ju- 
lian. ** I will go with Master !foidgenorth sinos 
he requesta it. I will satisfy myself whether 
there be danger, and of what nature. It is poa- 
»ble I may preT«J on Urn to deust from some 
desip^ate meai^ure, if such be indeed in agttationi 
Should it be necessary^ fear not that your son 
will behave as he ought to da^ 

** Do your pleasure^ JuhaUy^ sgld his father ; 
" 1 will confide in thee. But if you b^ray my 
confidence,, a £ather^a curse shall cleave to you.^ 

Bridgenorth now motioned to Peveril to fot 
low. hun, and they passed through the small door 
by whidi he had entered. 
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The passage led to a vesdbtile or anti-room^ 
in which several other doors and passages seem* 
ed to centre. Through one of these Julian was 
conducted by BridgeniHlli» walking with sUence 
and precaution, in obedience to a signal made by 
his guide to that efBect. As they advanced, he 
heard sounds, like those of the human voice, en- 
gaged in urgent and emphatic declamation. Witli 
slow and light steps Bridgenorth conducted him 
through a door which terminated this passage ; 
and as he entered a little gallery, having a cur* 
tain in front, the sound of the preacher'^s voice, 
for such it now seemed, became distinct and au* 
diUe. 

Julian now doubted not that he was in one of 
those conventides, which, though contraiy to the 
existing laws, still ccHitinued to be regularly held 
in different parts of London and the suburbs. 
Many of these, as frequented by persons of mo* 
derate political principles^ though dissenters from 
the church lor conscience sake, ware connived at 
by the prudence or timidity of the government. 
But some of them, in which assembled the fiercer 
and more exalted sects of Independents, Anabap- 
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tutoy and Other sectaries, whose stern eatfausiasm 
had contributed so greatly to effect the overtfarov 
of the late King's throne, were sought after, sup- 
pressed, and dispersed, whenever they <^uld be 
discovered* 

Julian was soon satisfied that the meeting into 
which he was thus secretly introduced, was one of 
the latter dass ; and, to judge by the violence of 
the preacher, of the most desperate character. 
-He was still more effectually convinced of this, 
when, at a sign from Bridgenortfa, he cautiously 
^indosed a part of the curtain which hung befi»e 
•the gallery, and thus, unseen himself, looked 
down on the audience, and obtained a view of 
the preacher. 

About two hundred persons were assembled 
4)eBeath, in an area filled up with benches, as if 
for the exercise of worship ; and they were all 
of the male sex, and well armed with pikes and 
muskets, as well as awords and pistols. Most 
of them had the appearance of veteran soldiers, 
now past the middle of life, yet retiuning such 
an appearance of strength as might well sup*- 
ply the loss of youthful agility. They stood, or 
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«at, in various atdtudcs of st»n atteotiair; mad 
resting on tlieir spears and muskets, kept tbeit 
eyes finnly fixed on the pveadier^i who endedithe 
violence <^ his dedamatkm by displaying hem 
the pulpit a banner, on which was rqiresented a 
lion, with the motto, ^^ Viai Leo ex tribuJudce,^ 

The tcnrentof my stical yet ammating eloquence 
of the preacherr-an <^ grey-hured mao^ whom 
•2eal seemed to supply with the powars.of voiflt 
and action, of which years bad dspmed him--«r 
was suited to the taste of his audience, but gouU 
not be transferred to these pages without acambJ 
and impropriely. He menaced the rulers of Eng- 
land with all the judgments denounced on those 
of Moab and Assyria — he called upon the Saints 
to be strong, to be up and doing; and promised 
those mirades which, in the campaigns of Jo** 
shua, and his successors the valiant Judges of 
Israel, supplied all odds agwnst the Amorites, 
Midianites, and Philistines. 

Julian, with deep anxiety, soon heard enough 
to make him aware, that themeetine was likely to 
terminate in open insurrei^n, like that of the 
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Fifth-Monarchy men, under Venner, at an ear- 
lier period of Charles's reign ; and he was not 
a little concerned at the probability of Bridge- 
nbrth being implicated in so criminal and despe- 
rate an undertaking. If he had retained any 
doubts of the issue of the meeting, they must 
hare been removed when the preacher called on 
bis hearers to renounce all expectation which 
had hitherto been entertained of safety to the 
nation, from the execution of* the ordinary laws 
of the land. This^ he said, was at best but a 
carnal seeking after earthly aid — a going down to 
Egypt for help, which the jealousy of their Di- 
vine Leader would resent as a fleeing to another 
rock, and a different banner, from that which was 
this day displayed over them. — And here he so- 
lemnly swung the bannered lion over their heads, 
as the only sign under which they ought to seek 
for life and safety. He then proceeded to insist, 
that recourse to ordinary justice was vain as well 
as sinful. 

*• The event of that day at Westminster,** he 
said, " might teach them that the Man at White- 
hall was even as the Man his father C^ and he 

VOL. IV. M 
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closed a long tirade against the ^ices of the courts 
with assurance ** that Tophet was ordained of 
M — for the King it was made hot."*^ 
, As the preacher entered on a description of the 
approaching theocracy^, which he dared to pro- 
phecy, Bridgenorth, who appeared for a tkne to 
have forgotten the presence of Julian, whilst with 
^tem and fixed attention he drank in the words 
of the preacher, seemed suddenly to collect bim- 
l$elf, and, taking Julian by the hand, led him out 
pf the gallery, of which be carefully closed the 
^oor, into an apartment at no great distance. 

When they arrived there, he anticipated the 
expostulations of Julian, by asking him, in a tone 
of severe triumph, whether these men he had seen 
were likely to do their work negligently, or whe- 
ther it would not be perilous to attempt to force 
their way from a house, when all the avenues were 
guarded by such as he had now seen-— men of 
war from their childhood upwards. 

** In the name of Heaven,^ said Julian, with- 
out replying to Bridgenorth'*s question, <^ for what 
desperate purpose have you assembled so many 
desperate men ? I am well aware that your sen- 
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timents of religion are peculiar, but beware hbw 
you deceive yourself — No views of religion can 
sanction rebellion and murder ; and such are the 
natural and necessary consequences of the doo- 
trine we have just heard poured into the ears of 
fanatical and violent enthusiasts*^^ 

** My son/* said Bridgenorth calmly, ** in the 
d^ys of my nonage, I thought as you do. I 
deemed it sufficient to pay my tithes of cummin 
and anniseed — ^my poor petty moral observances 
of the old law ; and I^hought I was heaping up 
precious things, when they were in value no more 
than the husks of the swine- trough. Praised be 
Heaven, the scales are fallen iVom mine eyes ; 
«nd after forty years* wandering in the desart of 
Sinai, I am at length arrived in the Land of Pro- 
mise*— My c(»Tupt humane nature has left me-*-* 
I have cast my slough, and can now with some 
conscience put my hand to the plough, certain 
that there is no weakness left in me wherethrough 
I may look back. The furrows,*^ he added, 
bending bis brows, while a gloomy fire filled his 
large eyes, *^ must be drawn long and deep, and 
watered by the blood of the mighty.*' 
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There was a change in Bridgenoitfa*8 tone and 
manner when he used these singular expressions, 
which continccd Julian, that his mind, which had 
wavered for so many years between his natural 
good sense and the insane enthusiasm of the time; 
had finally given way to the latter ; and sennble 
of the danger in which the unhappy man himself, 
the innocent and beautiful Alice, and his own fa^ 
ther, were likely to be placed-— to say nothing of 
the general risk of the community by a sudden 
insurrection, he at the same time felt that there 
was no chance of reasoning effectually with one 
wIh) would oppose spiritual conviction to all 
arguments which reason could urge against his 
wild schemes. To touch hisfedings seemed a 
more probable resource ; and Julian therefore 
^onjuHed Bridgenorth to think how much his 
daughter s honour and safety were concerned in 
his abstaining from the dangerous course which 
he meditated. ** If you fall,'* he said, '* must 
Mie not pass under the power and guardianship 
t>f her uncle, whom you allow to have shewn 
himself capable of the grossest mistake in the 
choice of l>er female protectress ; and whom I 
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believe, upon good grounds^ to have made that 
iafamous choice with his eyes open ?^ 

^^ Young man,^' answered Bridgenortti, *^ you 
make me feel like the poor bird, around whose 
wing some wanton boy has fixed a line, to pull tbe 
struggling wretch to earth at his pleasure. Know, 
since thou wilt play this cruel part, and drag me 
down from higher contemplations, that she with 
whom Alice is placed, and who hath in future 
full power to guide ht^r motions and decide her 
fate, despite ^ Chrisuan and every one elhe^ ia-^ 
•liwiU not teil thee who,sheis— £>nough*^no om. 
— thou least of all, n^s to fear for her safetyb"^ 
. At this moment a side-door opened, and Chris- 
tian himself came into the apartment. He started 
and coloured when he saw Juhan Peveril ; the^ 
turning to Bridgenorth with an assumed air. of 
indifference^ asked, >' Is Saul among the .pro- 
phets ? — Is a Peveril among the saints F^ 
^ ^' No, brother,^ replied BridgeAortb, ''his time 
is not come. m(xre than thine own — thou art too 
deep in, this ambitious intriguesf of maobood^ and 
hie in the giddy passions of youth, to hear the atili 
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calm Yoioe-^You will both hear it, as I trust and 
pray * 

^* Master Granlesse, or ChristiaD, or by what- 
ever name you are called,^ said Julian, ^^ by what- 
soever reasons you guide yourself in this most 
perilous matter, t^ at least are not influenced 
by any idea of an immediate divine command for 
commencing hostiUties agmnst the state. Lea* 
ving, therefore, for the present, whatever subjects 
of discusaon may be b^Ween us, I implore you, 
as a man of shrewdness and sense, to join with 
me in dissuading Master Bridgenorth from the 
fatal enterprise which he now meditates.^ 

^^ Young gentleman,^ sud Christian with great 
composure, ^^ when we met in the west, I was 
willing to have made a friend of you, but you ra* 
jected the overture. You might, however, even 
4hen have seen enough of me to be assured, that 
I am not like to rush too rashly on any desperate 
undertaking. As to this whidi lies before us, my 
brother Bridgenorth brings to it the simplicity, 
though not the harmlessness of the dove, and I 
the subtlety of the serpent He hath theleadii^ 
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of saints who are moved by the spirit ; and I can 
add to their efforts a powerful body, who have 
for their instigators^ the world, th^ d^vil, and the 
flesh .'^ 

"And can you," said Julian, looking at Bridge- 
north, ** accede to such an unworthy union ?' 

** I unite not with them," said Bridgenorth ; 
" but I may not, without guilt, reject the aid 
which Providence sends to assist his servants. 
We are ourselves few, though determined— 
Those whose swords come to help the cutting' 
down of the harvest, must be welcome— 'When . 
their work is wrought, they will be converted or 
scattered. — Have you been at York-Place, bro-- 
ther, with that unstable epicure ? We must have 
his last resolution, and that within an hour." 

Christian looked at Julian, as if his presence 
prevented him from returning an answer ; upon 
which Bridgenorth arose, and taking the young 
man by the arm, led him out of the apartment, 
into that in which they had left his father ; assu- 
ring him by the way, that determined and vigi- 
lant guards were placed in every different quar- 
ter by which escape could be effected, and that 
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he would do well to persuade his &thet to remain 
a quiet prisoner for a few hours* 

Julian returned him no answer, and he pre* 
sently retired, leaving him alone with his lather 
and Hudson. To their questions he coq1<J only 
briefly reply, that he feared they were trepanned, 
since they were in the house with at least two 
hundred fanatics, completely armed, and appa- 
rently prepared for some desperate ^nterprize. 
Their own want of arms precluded the possibili- 
ty of open violence ; and however unpleasant it 
might be to remain io such a condition, it seemed 
difficult, from the striength of the fastenings at 
doors and windows, to attempt any secret eseape 
without instantaneous detection. 

The valiant dwarf alone nujrsed hopes, with 
which he in vain endeavoured to inspire his com- 
panions in affliction. ** The fiur one whose eyes/^ 
he said, *' like the twin star§ of Leda^-!— for the 
little man was a great admirer of lofty language 
-— ^' had not invited him, the most devoted, and, 
it might be, not the least favoured of her ser- 
vants, into this place as a harbour, in order that 
he might therein suffer shipwreck ; and he gene- 
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rou&ly assured his friends, tbat in his safety they 
also should be safe. 

Sir Geoffrey, little cheered by this intimation, 
expressed his despair at not being able to get the 
length of Whitehall, where he trusted to find as 
many jolly Cavaliers as would help him to stifle 
the whole nest of wasps in their hive ; while Ju- 
lian was of opinion that the best service he could 
now render Bridgenorth^ would be ttmeously to 
disclose his. plot, and, if possible, to send him at 
the same time warning to save his person. 

But we must leave them to meditate over their 
plans at leisure ; no one of which, as they all de- 
,pended pn their previous escape from confine- 
ment, seemed in any great chance to be execmtcd. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



And some for safety took the dreadful leap ; 

Some for the voice of Heaven seemM calling on them ; 

dome for adTanoement, or for Incre^s sake— 

I leap*d in fiolic. 

The Dream. 



After a prirate conversation with Bndge- 
north, Cbiislian hastened to the Duke of Back- 
ingham'^s hotel, taking at the same time such a 
loute as to avoid meeting vith any acquaintance. 
He was ushered into the Duke^s apartment, whom 
he found cracking and eating filberts, with a flask 
of excellent white wine at his elbow. ^^ Chris- 
tian,^ said his Grace, '^ come help me to laugh — 
I have bit Sir Charles Sedley — flung him for a 
thousand, by the gods.*" 

^^ I am glad at your luck, my Lord Duke,^' 
replied Christian ; '' but I am come here on se« 
rious business.^ 
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^^ Serious ? — ^why, I shall hardly be serious in 
my life again — ha, ha, ha ! — and for luck, it was 
no such thing-H3heer wit, and excellent contri- 
vance ; and but that I don'*t care to af&ont For- 
tune, like the old Greek general, I might tell her 
to her face-*in this thou had'st no share. You 
have heard, Ned Christian, that Mother Cres^- 
well is dead ?^ 

^* Yes, I did hear that the devil hath got his 
due,^ answered Christian. 

" Well,*" said the Duke, " you are ungrateful ; 
for I know you have been obliged to her, as weU 
as others. Before George, a most benevolent and 
helpfol old lady ; and that she might not sleep in 
an unblest grave, I betted— do you mark me-» 
with Sedley, that I would write her fimeral-ser- 
mon ; that it should be every word in praise of 
her life and conversation ; that it should be all 
true, and yet that the diocesan should be unable 
to lay his thumb on Quodling, my Htde chaplain, 
who should preach it.^' 

^^ I perfectly see the difficulty, my lord,^ said 
Christian, who well knew that if he wished to se- 
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cure attention 6001 this ToUitila noU«m«i, he 
must fixst suffer, nay, encourage him, to exhaust 
the topic, whatever it m^t ^be, that had got 
temporary possession of his pineal ghmd. 

'' Why,'' said the Duke, '' I caused my little 
Quodling to go through his. oration tbos— -' That 
whatever evil reports had passed current during 
the lifetime of the worthy matron whom they had 
restored to dust that day, malice itself 4»idd not 
d<»iy that she was bom well, married well, lived 
well, and died wdl ; since she was bom in Shadwdl, 
married on Cresswell, lived in Camberwell, and 
died in Bridewell/ Here ended the oration, and 
with it Sedley's ambitious hopes of over-freaching 
Buddngham — ^ha, ha, hai — ^And now. Master 
'Christian, what are your commands for me U^ 

^^ First, to thank your Grace for being ao at- 
tentiare as to send so formidable a parson as Co- 
lonel Bloody to wait upon your poor fiiend and 
servant. Faith, he took such m interest in my 
leaving town, that he wanted to compel me to do 
it at point of fox, so I was old^;ed to spill a little 

17 
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of fais-mftUipert blood. Your Grace^s swoidBinen 
have had ill luck of late ; and it is hard, since you 
aiways choose the best hands, and such scrupleless 
knaves too." 

" Come now, Christian,^ said the Duke, " do 
not thus exult over me ; a great man, if I may so 
call myself, is never greater than amid miscarriage. 
I only played this little trick on yon, Christian, 
ik> impress on you a wholesome idea of the inte* 
rest I take in your motions. The scdundreFs ba- 
ling dared to draw upon you, is a thing not to be 
forgiven.^— What ! injure my old friend, Chris* 
tian?" 

' ^> And why not,"' said Christian, coolly, ^ if 
your old friend was so stubborn as not to go out 
of town, like a good boy, .wh«i your Grace re- 
quired him to do so, for the civil purpose of enter- 
taining his niece in his absence ?'** 

" How-— what ! — ^how do you mean by my en- 
tertaining your niece, Master Christian P^^ said the 
Doke. ^* She was a personage far beyond my poor 
attentions, being destined, if I recollect aright, to 
something like roya;l favour.''' 
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^^ It was her fate, however) to be goe&t of your 
6race''s convent for a hn^ of days, or so* MtOr 
ry, my lord, the fiither confessor was not at home, 
and — ^for convents have been scaled of late— re- 
turned not till the Urd was flown.^ 

^' Christian, thou art an old reynard — I see there 
is no doubling with thee. It was thou, then, stole 
away my pretty prize, but left me something so 
much prettier in my mind, that, had it not made 
itself wings to fly away with, I would have placed 
il in a cage of gold. Never be downcast, man, I 
forgive thee — I forgive thee.^^ 

^^ Your Grace is of a most merdfiil dispositioBy 
especially considering it is I who have had the 
wrong; and sages have said, that he who dotb 
the iigury, is less apt {o foigive than he who only 
sustains it.^ 

" True, true, — Christian,^ said the Duke, 
f^ which, as you say, is something quite new, and 
places my clemency in a striking point of view. 
Well, then, thou forgiven man, wh^i shall I see 
my Mauritanian Princess again ?^ 

<^ Whenever I am certain that a quibble, anA 
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a carwhicbit, for a play or a sermon, will not bo- 
nish her from your Grace'^s memory.** 

** Not all the wit of South, or of Etherege,**said 
Buckingham, hastily, " to say nothing of my own." 

" Yet to leave the fair lady out of thought for 
a little while— a very little while,** said Christian, 
^^ since I swear that in due time your Grace shall 
see her, and know in her the most extraordinary 
woman that the age has produced — to leave her, 
I say, out of slight for a little while, has your 
Grace had late notice of youx Duchess*s health ?** 

« Health r .said the Duke. " Umph— no- 
nothing particular. She ha» been ill — ^but '^ 

" She is no longer so,*' subjoined Christian ; 
'^ she died in Yorkshire forty-eight hours since.*' 

" Thou must deal with the devil,** said the 
Duke. 

" It would ill become one of my name to do 
so,** replied Christian. " But, in the brief interval 
since your Grace hath known of an event which 
has not yet reached the public ear, you have, I 
believe, made proposals to the King for the hand 
of the Lady Anne, second daughter of the Duke 

10 
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of York, and your Grace^s proposab have been 
rejected.'" 

^^ Fiends andfirebrands, villain !^ said the Duke, 
starting up and seizing Christian by the collar ; 
'< who hath told thee that ?"" 

*' Take your hand from my cloak, my Lord 
Duke, and I may answer you,*** said Christian. 
*^ I have a scurvy touch of old puritanical humour 
about me. I abide not the imposition of hands-— 
take off your grasp from my cloak, or I will find 
ineans to make you unloose it.^ 

The Duke, who had kept his right hand on his 
dagger-hilt while he held Christian'^s collar with 
his left, unloosed it as he spoke, but slowIy~, and 
as one who rather suspends than abandons the 
execution of some hasty impulse ; while Christian, 
adjusting his cloak with perfect composure, said, 
^^ Sob— my cloak being at liberty, we speak on 
equal terms. I come not to insult your Grace, 
but to offer you vengeance for the insult you have 
received.** 

" Vengeance !** said the Duke, — " It is the 
dearest profiler man can present to me in my pre- 
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sent mood* I himger for vengea&ce-^lliifsit fin 
▼engemice-^ooiijd die to insare Yeogt&oes !-«-«• 
'Sdeath !"" he ccmtiiuiedy walkhig up aad down 
the large apartraeiit with the most nnrestri^ed 
and violent agitation ; ^^ I have chased thm te- 
pulse out o£ my brais with ten thomsand triies, 
because I thou^t na one huefw it. But il^ ia 
know% and to thee, the very common-i^war ef 
court secrets — ^the honour of ViOiers i» v^ fby 
keeping, Ned Christiim ! Speak, thou laim of 
wiles and of intrigue— -oA whom dosi thou pro^ 
mise the vengeance? Speak! andif thy cnsw^s 
meet my desires, I will make a bargain wHIl thee 
as willingly «s with thy master, Satan hixiafieU'.'*^ . 

" I will not. be,"" said Christian, " ao unrea- 
sonable in my terms as storiea teU of the old a.f08* 
tate ; I will offer your Grace, as he might do, 
temporal prosperity «akd revenge, which is his fre- 
quent recruiting money, but I kiaye it f o jtourself 
to provide, as you may be plieasf^ £% your fu- 
ture salvation/' 

The Duke, gazing upon him fixedly and sadly, 
replied, ^^ I would to God, Christian, that I 

VOii. IV. K 
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could read what purpose of damnaUe villainy thou 
hast to propose to me in thy countenance, without 
the necessity of. thy using words.^ 

^^ Your Grace can but try,^ said Christian, 
calmly smiling. 

*^ No,^ replied the Duke, after gazing at him 
again for the space of a minute; ^^ thou art so 
deeply dyed an hypocrite, that thy mean features, 
and dear grey eye, are as likely to conceal trea- 
son, as any petty scheme of theft or larceny, more 
oonresponding to your degree.'" 

** Treason, my lord !** echoed Christian ; ** you 
may have guessed more nearly than you were 
aware of. I honour your Grace^s penetration.'*' 

" Treason !" edboed the Duke. " Who dare 
name such a crime to me ?^ 

^^ If a name startles your Grace, you may call 
it Tengeanoe-— vengeance on the cabal of council* 
lors, who have ever*countermined you, in spite of 
your wit and your interest with the King. — ^Ven- 
geance on Arlington, Ormond-^on Charles him- 
seK'* 

*^ No, by Heaven,'' said the Duke, resuming 
his disordered walk through the apartment — 
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Vengeance on these rats ef the Privy Council, 
come at it as you will. But the King !— never — 
never. I have provoked him a hundred times, 
where he has stirred me once. I have crossed his 
path in state intrigue — ^rivalled him in love— had 
the advantage in both)-— and, d—* n it, he has for- 
^ven me ! If treason would put me in his throne, 
I have no apology for it^t were worse than bestial 
ingratitude.^^ 

*^ NoUy spoken, my lord,^ said Christian ; 
^ and consistent alike with the obligations under 
which your Grace lies to Charles Stuart, and 
of the sense you have ever shewn of them. — But 
it signifies not. If your Grace patronize not our 
enterprize, there is Shaftesbury— 'there is Mon- 
mouth——'*' 

'* Scoundrel r exclaimed the Duke, even more 
vehemently agitated than before, *^ think you' 
that you shall carry on witb others an enterprize 
which I have revised? — ^No,- by every heathen- 
and every Christian god !— Hark ye. Christian, I 
will^ arrest you on the spot — I will, by gods and 
devils, and carry you to unravel your plot at 
Whitehall.^ 
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<< Where the first worda I £|>eak,^^ aoawered 
the ioiperturbahle Christiaii, ^^ will be to inform 
the Privy Coimdl where tb^y Bi^y find certainr 
letters, wherewith your Grace h«a honoured your 
iKKWr v«8aal, oontuning, as I think) pairt^uliifSr 
wUch his Hh^e^y wiU read w^tfi move sm^pn80 
tbun- ** 



tmim 



'' 'Sdeath^ Ttlhiin»^ aaid th^ Oiik% aipm bqrhig 
his hand on his poniard*hiIt, '^ thou hi^t tne «l 
advaoUigk. I know not why I IcntieiMr U)^ poniard 
yon where }K)U stand !^ 

<^ I mi^ fall, my Lofd Duke^"* said Chrisliaii, 
slightly oolouringy and putting his right h^nd, 
intp his boftora, ^< d^ough not, I think» Udavea^ 
g9dU*>fot I have not pot my p^son mio thift 
peril altogether without means of defenca I* 
might fall, but alas 1 your Ghrace^ft aorr^pond- 
enceisin hands, who, by that very act^ would be 
rendered sufficiently active in handing them to 
the King «id the Privy Cooneil. What say you 
19 the Moorish Princess, my I^<MrdI)iike ? What 
if I have left bet executrix of my wiU^ with cer« 
tain instructions how to proceed if I velum not 
unharmed from York Place ? O, my lord, though. 



PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. . 197 

my head is in the wolfs mouth, I was not goose 
enough to place it there without settling how many 
carabineii should be fired on the wolf, so soon as 
my dying cachle Was heard. Pshaw ! tny Lord 
Duke, you deal ^ith a man of sense and ooui'dge, 
yet you speak to him as a child and a coward*^ 

The Duke threw himself into a ehair^ fixed his 
eyes on the ground, ^nd s|)oke without raising 
diem. ^^ I am about to call Jemingham,^ he 
said ; *^ but fear nothing — it is only for h draught 
of wine-»l%at stuff on the table may be a vehicle 
ibr filberts and wiUnuts^ but not (or such commu- 
nications as yoiirs^— Brin^ tne champaigne,^^ he 
said to the attendant who answered on his mta* 
ttond. 

The domestic returned, and brought a flask of 
champaSgne, with two large mWer cups. One of 
them he filled for Buckinghckm, who, contrary 
to the usual etiquette, if^ altv^ys served first at 
hoifle, «n^ thta dSered th^ other to Christian, 
who declined to receive it. 

The Dokd drank off the hat^e goblet wbidi was 
|Mii»iUsd to him, and for a motaieBt €ovet^ his 
fbrehc^ i^ith the palm of bis MM ; then instant- 
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ly withdrew it, and said, ^* Christian, speak your 
errand plainly. We know each other. If my re- 
putation be in some degree in your hands, you are 
well aware that your life is in mine. &t down,"^ 
he said, taking a pistol from his bosom and lay- 
ings it on the table— ^^ Sit down, and let me hear 
your proposal.^ 

*^ My lord,^ said Christian, smiling, ^^ I shall 
produce no such ultimate argument on my part, 
though possibly in time of need I may not be 
found destitute of them. But my defence is in 
the situation of things, and in the composed view 
which, doubtless, your Majesty will take oi 
them."* 

** Majesty !'^ repeated the Duke—** My good 
friend Christian, you have kept company with 
the Puritans so long, that you confuse the ordi- 
nary titles of the court." 

** I know not how to apologize,^ said Christian, 
" unless your Grace will suppose that I spoke by 
prophecy.*" 

^* Such as the devil delivered to Maebeth,*^ said 
the Duke — again paced the chamber, and again 
seated himself, and said, " Be plain, Christian— > 
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i^eak out at once, and manfully, what is it you 
intend"" 

"/,"" said Christian—" What should I do ?— I 
can do nothing in such a matter ; but! thought 
it right that your Grace. should know that the 
godly of this city*^(he : spoke the word with a 
kind of ironical grin) — are impatient Qf inactivity, 
and must needs be up and. doing; My brother 
Bridgenorth is at the head of all old Weiver^s 
congregation ; for you must know, that aft^ 
floundering from one faith to another, he hath 
now got beyond ordinances, and is become a 
Fifth^Monarchy jnan. He bias nigh two hun- 
dred of Weiver^s people, fully equipped, and 
ready to fall on ; and with alight aid from your 
6race"s people, they must carry Whit^iall^ and 
make prisoners all within it."" 

<< Rascal T sud the Duke, <' and is it to a 
Peer of England you make this communica- 
Uon?" 

" Nay,"" answered Christian, " I admit it would 
be extreme folly in your Grace to appear until 
all is over. But let me give Blood and the others 
a hint on your part. There are the four Ger- 
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niant idso-^-right Kmpiperdoliiigs and Anabap^ 
dsts— will be specially usetul. You arc wige, my 
lord, and know the value of a earps of domestic 
gladiators, as well as did Octavius, Lepidus, and 
Anthooy, wben by such family forces they divi- 
ded the world by iadenttir^ tripartite*'^ 

<< Stay, 9iAj^ said the Duke. << Ev» if these 
blood Jiounds were to jmn with you-^^not thai I 
would peimit it without the meet positive as^ 
saranees for the Kiag^s perspmd safety-— but say 
the viUaios were to jap, what hope haire you of 
cairying the court ?^ 

^ BuUjjT Tom Armstrong, my lonl, hath pro* 
mised his inteveat with the Life Guards. Then 
theve are my Lcnrd Shaftesbury^s fatask boys in 
the aty-^thirty thousand on the haldiDg up a 
finger."" 

^ liet him hdd up both hands, and if he 
count a hufidred for each finger,^ said the Dake, 
>' it will be more than I expect. You have not 
spoken to him r 

<^ Sueely not, tHl your Gtaoe's pleasure was 
known. But i£ he is not apphsd to, there is the 
Dutch tmin, Hans Snarehout^a oongregaticai, in 

'■ , . .* 
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the Strand-*— there are the French Protestantfi in 
Piccadilly •^•-^bei^ are the Family of Levi in Lew- 
kenor's Lane — the Maggktonians in Thames 
iSireev*""***^ 

. ^^ Ah, faugh !-^Out upon th^D*— out upon 
them ! — How the knaves will stink of cheede and 
tobacco when they oome upon action t-^-they Will 
drown all the perfumes in Whitehall. Spare me 
the detul ; and let me know, my dearest Ned, 
the sum total of thy most odoriferous forces.*^ 

^^ Fifteen hundred men, well armed,** eaid 
Chiistoan, ^ besides the rabble that will rise to a 
certauity^^^tfaey have i^ready nearly torn to fieoes 
4he prisoners v/bo were this day acquitted on ac- 
count of the Plot'' 

^ Ail, tben, I understand.— *And now, hark 
ye, most diristian Christian,^ said he, wheeling 
his chair full ki front of that on which his agent 
was seated, ^^ you hare told me many things to- 
days-Shall I be equally communicatave ? Shall 
I Aiew you that my accuracy of information 
matches yours F Shall I tell you in a word, why 
you have at <mee resolved to push every one, 
Irom the Puritan to the free-thinker, upon a ge- 
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neral attack of the palace at Whitehall, without 
allowing me, a peer of the realm, time either to 
pause upon or to prepare for a step so desperate ? 
Shall I tell you why jou would lead or drive, 
seduce or compel me, into countenancing your 
measures ?^ 

.^' My lord, if you please to form a guess,^ 
said Christian, ^^ I will answer with all sinoerity, 
if you have assigned the right cause.**" 

^' {The Countess of Derby is this day arrived, 
and attends the court this evening, with hopes 
of the kindest reception. She may be surprised 
amid the mel^e ? — ^Ha ! Said I not right. Master 
.Christian ? You who pretend to offer me revenge, 
know yourself its exquiate sweetness.^ 
: ** I would not presume,^ said Christian, half 
smiling, ^^ to ofier your Grace a dish, without 
acting as your taster as well as purveyor.^ 
. ^' That^s honestly said,"" said theDuke. <<Away 
then, my frieud. Give Blood this ring — ^he knows 
it, and knows how to obey him who bears it 
Let him assemble my gladiators, as thou dost 
most wittily termmy coup^'orrefo. The old scheme 
of the German music may be resorted to, for I 
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thipk thou hast the instruments ready. But take 
notice, I know nothing on^t ; and Rowley^s person 
mudt be safe-— I will hang and burn on all hands 
if a hiur of his black periwig be but singed.-»Then 
what is to follow-— 41 Lord Protector of the realm 
-<^r st^y — Cromwell has made the word some- 
what sloyenly. and unpopular— a Lord Lieute- 
nant of the Kingdom P — The patriots, who take it 
on themselves to revenge the injustice done to 
the country, and to remoye evil counsellors' from 
before the King^s thr(Hie, that it may be hence- 
forward established in righteousness — ^so I think 
the rubrick runs^— cannot fail to make a fitting 
choice.'' 

" They cannot, my Lord Duke,"' said Chrk- 
tian, ^^ since there is but one man In the three 
kingdoms on whom that choice can possibly fall.^ 

" I thank you. Christian,'' said his Grace ; 
^^ and I trust you. Away, and make all ready. 
Be assured your services shall not be forgot. We 
will have you near to us," 

** My L(n*d Duke," said Christian, " you bind 
me doubly to you. But remember, that as your 
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Grace k spared any obnoxious proceedings whidi 
may befal in the way of military execution, or 
otherwise, so it will be advisable that you bc4d 
yourself in preparation, upon a moment^s notice, 
to put yourself at the head of a band of honour- 
able friends and allies, and come presently to Ae 
palace^ where you will be received by the victors 
as a commander, and by the vanquished as k 
preserver.** 

^^ I ocmc^ve you*^I conceive you. I will be 
in prompt readiness,^ said the Duke. 

^ Ay, my Icnrd,^ continued Christian ; <* and 
for Heaven^s sake, let none of those toys, which 
are the very Dalilahs of your imagination, come 
across you this evening, and interfere with the 
execution of this suUime scheme.^ 

^^ Why, Christian, doest think me mad .'^ was 
hisGrace^s emphatic reply. ^' It is you who linger, 
when all i^ould be ordered for a deed so daring. 
Go then.**^But hark ye, Ned ; ere y<Ri go^ tdl me 
when I shall agdn see yonder thing of fire and 
air-^^on eastern Peri, that glides into apartments 
by the key •hole, and eaves th^n through the 
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casemeDt— yon black-eyed houri of the Mab<»ne- 
tan paradiae — ^wheo, I say, shall I see h^ orice 
more ?" 

** When your Grace baa the truncheon of 
Lord Lieutenatnt of the Kingdom,^ said Chris* 
tian, and left the, apartment. 

Buckingham stood fixed in eontemplatidti fos 
a HKitiient after h^ was. gone. ^' ^oilkl. X heeve 
done thisF^ he said^ arguing the mattet wiih 
himself; '^or hsu) I the ehoice, irathex'y of doing 
aught else F Should I txot ha^n to the c^urt, 
and make Charka aware of the treason irUch 
besets him ? I will, by Hea«»e« !>— B^re> Jer- 
nidgham, my coach, with the dispatch of light ! 
---I will throw myself ajt his feet, aiMi teU him of 
all the follies which I har^ dreamed of with this 
Christian. — ^Aod then he will bugh al me, and 
Bpwtn me,— No, I have kneeled to him to^ay 
already, and my repulse was nothing gentle. To 
be spumed once in the sun^s daily round is 
enough foy Buckin^iam."' 

Haying made this reflection, he sat down, and 
bq^ hastily ix» nuirk down the young nobles and 



S06 PEVRKIL OF THE PEAK. 

gentlemen of quality, and others, their very ig- 
noble companions, who he supposed might be 
likely to assume him for their leader in any popu- 
lar disturbance. He had nearly completed it, 
when Jerningham entered, to say the coach would 
be ready in an instant, and to bring his master^s 
sword, hat, and cloak. 

^' Let the coachman draw off,^ said the Duke, 
<* but be in readiness. And send to the gentle- 
men thou wilt find named in this list ; say I am 
but ill at ease, and wish th^ company to a slight 
collation. Let instant expedition be made, and 
care not for expense." 

The preparations for festivity were speedily 
made, and the intended guests, most of them per- 
sons who were at leisure for any call that promised 
pleasure, though sometimes more deaf to those of 
duty, began speedily to assemble. There were 
many youths of the lughest rank, and with them, 
as is usual in those circles, many of a different 
class, whom talents, or impudence, or wit, or a 
turn for gambling, had reared up into companions 
for the great and the gay. The Duke ot Buck- 
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iDgbam was a general patron of persons of this 
description; and a numerous attendance took 
place on the present occasion. 

The festivity was pursued with the usual ap- 
pliances of wine, music, and games of hazard ; 
with which, however, there mingled in that pe- 
riod much more wit, and a good deal more gross 
profligacy of conversation, than the talents of the 
present generation can supply, or their taste 
would permit. 

The Duke himself proved the complete com- 
mand which he possessed over his versatile cha- 
racter, by maintaining the frolic, the laugh, and 
the jest, while his ear caught up, and with eager, 
ness, the most distant sounds, as intimating the 
commencement of Christiana's revolutionary pro- 
ject. Such sounds were heard from time to time, 
and from time to time they died away, without 
any of those consequences which Buckingham 
expected. 

At length, and when it was late in. the evening, 
Jerninghara announced Master Chiffinch from 
the court ; and that worthy perscmage followed 
the annunciation. 



SOS PEVSIUL OV TtfIC F£>MC- 

** Straoge things have h^ippeocd, my h&f^ 
Duk^,"" he aaid ;; <^ jrour presence nt couH U iiw 
stantly required by his Mi^jesty;' 

^' You alirm me^'^ said BupkioghaiQ) «taid- 
ipgup. ^* I hope Dolbing bM bapp^oedr— I hope 
there i$ nelbii^ wrong— I hope his Mi^ty i» 
weUr . . 

<" Ferfecdj weUr aaid Chiffioch; <' «ikI dem.) 
rauB to aee your Grace without a Bioiiiwf s debgF^^ 

^^ This is sudden^^ said the Duke. ^' Yom see' 
I have had aaeiry fellow^a^xxitmet and am eOdlce 
in liase to appear, Chiffiach.'" 

<^ Your Grace seems; to be in yery haidaonse 
condition,^ said Chiffinch ; '^ and you know his 
Majesty is gracious enongfa to make allowances.^ 

^< True,^ sttd the Duke^ not a little anxious in 
his mind, touching the cause of this unexpected 
sufDinoBs — <^ True-^his Majesty is most gra- 
cious—I will order my coacb.^ 

^< Mine is below, if your Grace will condescend 
to useit^ 

Forced from, every evasion, Buckingham took 
a goblet from ^ table, and requesled his friends 
to remain at his palace so long as they couU find* 



P£V£IIIL OF THE PEAK. 909 

the means of amusement there. He expected, he 
said, to return almost immediately ; if not, he 
would take farewell of them with his usual toast, 
'^ May all of us that are not hanged in the inter- 
val, meet together again here on the first Mon- 
day of next month.'^ 

This standing toast of the Duke^s bore refer- 
ence to the character of several of his guests ; but 
he did not drink it on the present occasion with- 
out some anticipation concerning his own fate, in 
case Christian had betrayed him. He hastily 
made some addition to his dress, and attended 
Chiffinch in the chariot to Whitehall. 
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CHAPTER JX. 



High feasting wag there th^re— the gilded roofs 
Rung ta the wassail-heahh — ^tbe dancer's step - 
l$fM»li|j; to ^ cbM «es|K»sif •r-tbe tf^ fi n BKgkr 
To fate's disposal flung his heap of gold. 
And Uttgh*cl aUBat wbea h kummeA or leMte*^ s 
$fu^ virtue ]}»^ €«iirt-«u: to leach w ]^aluic&oe 
Which schoolinen preach in vain. 



Upon the afternoon of the same day, Charles 
held his court in the Queen^s apartments, which 
were opened at a particular hour to invited guests 
of a certain lower degree, but accessible without 
restriction to the higher classes of nobility who 
had from birth, and to the courtiers who held by 
office, the privilege of the enireL 

It was one part of CharWs character, which 
unquestionably rendered him personally popular, 
and postponed to a subsequent reign the precipi. 
tation of his family frqm the throne, tt^t he ba* 
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niahed from bis cqhitI mwj pf the ioff^ml re$bwr 
tioii3 with which it w(ia ia other reigns surrouiOi 
ed. He waj& GW$Qioqa of th^ good^nat^ted gr^to^^ 
of his manners, and trusted tg iU (^teik po^ Uk 
vain, to raoaoye evil impressions ^i^ng froni 4^-9 
tions, whidi he vas sensible could Bot be jiJ^uG^d) 
on the grounds of liberal or national polii^y. . • 

In thedaywtin^e the King.w^^on^only ^eniii 
the public walks alohe^^ or only attended by ooe or: 
two per sobs ; and his answer to the remonstrance 
of hiis brother, on the risk of thus exposing bia 
person, is well known ;—^* Believe «»e, Jact^es,*^ 
he said, ^^ no one will murder i»^, to xnake j^dm 
Eng- • ; 

In the same manner; Charleses evenings, ui^Ie^s 
nuchas were destihed to ftiore secret pleasures, 
were frequently spent amorigst all. who had any 
pretence to approach a couttly cjirole; and Uiuf 
it was upon the night which we are trea^ting ofi 
Queen Catherine, reconciled or hugobled to her 
fate, had long ce^aed to expre^ any feeHtigs of 
j^ealausy, nay, seemed m absolutely dead U> such 
^.passaooB^ that she received at her dr^^in^ifooxtt, 
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without floruple, and eren with enoourageneiit, 
the Duchesses of Portsmouth and CleTeland^aiui 
otiiei«^ who enjoyed, though in a less avowed cha- 
racter, the credit cf having I>eeti royal favourites. 
Constraint of evefy kind was bani^ed from a dr« 
cle so composed, and which was frequebted at the 
same ^me, if not 1by the wisest, at least by the wit- 
tiest courtiers, who ever assemUed round a Mo- 
narch, and who, as many of them had shared the 
wants, and shifts, and frolics of his exile, had tlieo 
acquired a sort of prescriptive license, wbldi the 
good-natured pnnce, when he attained his period 
of prospmty, oould hardly have restrained had 
it suited his temper to do so. This, however, was 
the least of Charleses thoughts. His manners were 
such as secured him from indelicate obtrusion ; 
and he sought ik> c^ber protection from over-fa- 
miliarity than what these and bis ready wit afford-, 
ed him. 

On the present -occasion, he was ipeculiarly dis- 
posed to enjoy the scene of pleasure which had 
been prepared. The Angular death of Major 
Coleby, which, taking place in bis own present^. 
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bad proclainied, with the voice of a passing. bell^ 
th^ ungrateful neglect of the Prince for whom 
be bad sacrificed eve^ thing, bad given. Charles 
much pain. But, in his .own opinion at least, he 
bdd completely atoned for this negligence, by the 
trouble which be had given himself to interfere 
in. ^VQur of .Sir. Greoffrey Peveril an^ his son, 
whose liberation not only he considered as an ex- 
cellent good deed in itself, but, in spite of the 
grave rebuke of Orniond, as achieved in a very 
pardonable manner, considering the difficulties 
yriih which be was surrounded. He. even felta 
.degree of satisfaction on recdving intelligence 
/rom the city that there had been disturbances in 
the streets, and that some of the more ^dolent f»- 
natics had betaken themselves to their meeting. 
bou9es, upon sudden summons to inquire, as their 
preachers phrased it, into the causes of Heaven^s 
wj^ath, and into the backsliding of the court, law- 
,ye^, and jury, by whom the false and bloody 
favourers of the Popish Plot were Eicreened and 
cloaked from deserved punishment. . 

The King, we repeal, seemed to hear these ac- 
counts with pleasure, even when he was remind- 
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Qd of the dan^ouB end susceptible chametev 
«f those witli whom 6uoh susfMcions origitmtisd; 
^' Will ais^ one now assert,^ he sREtid, with 6elf« 
ooinpisobilee, ^' tbat I ara so utterly negligent cf 
the interest oF friends P-«-You see the peril iti 
which I fd^ce myself, snd even the risk to whidi 
I have exposed the ]^iibHc peace, to fescue a unii 
wham i ha.ve scarce seen far twenty years, and 
theii only in his hkitt^oM, and btodatierS, with 
Qdier*TzaixKBand officers who kissed hands up^ 
oii the Restoration* Tiwy say kings have loftg 
hafads^'^I thiak they have as much occasion fot 
feng ineikibries, since they are expected to watc^ 
for and rewaifd every man in England, who hath 
Jbnt shewn his gbod will by ctying ^ God save 
4be King P " 

*^ Nay, the rogues are even more unjreasonalde 

still,'' said Sedtey ; « ftr every knave ot them 

thitiks himself entitled to your Mijesty^ protee- 

tion ih a good ^use, whether 'he hsR; cried God 

.' save the King or flo." 

The King smiled, and turned to another part 
«if the stately hall, where every thing wis assem* 
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bled n^kh i^euld, atcordii)^ to the taste of the 
«ge5 make the tilne glide pleiiafttitly away. 

Ifi one place, sc gtoup of the jroting nobiHty, 
ami of the ladies of the court, listened to the 
tetiiiet^a acquaintance EMpson, i^fao was accotn- 
{laoying, With his unrivaHed breathings on th^ 
ftute, a.ydiing syren, who, while her bosom paL 
pitated with pride and with fear, warbled to the 
courtly and august presetice the beautiful air be- 
gtrtning, 

** Yditng 1 amy and yet unskilled 
How to Biak<s a lover yidd," &o. 

fihe peHbrmed her taisk in a manner iso correspohd- 
iMg with the strains of the amatory poet, and the 
voluptuous air with which the wofds had been 
invested by the celebrated Puree!, that the met! 
crowded around in eostacies, while most of the 
ladies thought it proper either to lei^ e^tr^tnely 
mdiierent to die words she sung, or to withdraw 
from the circle a& Quietly as pos^ble. To the 
song succeeded U concerto, performed by a seledl 
band of most admirable musicians, wbii^ the 
Sing, whose titste was mdii^citable) bad bims^K 
8e*ec%eu* 
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« Ai other tfiUas in the apaftamit, the^ eider 
courtim wondiipped FcMttme, at the variov » i«- 
shioiiable gtpies of omhre, quadrille, hasard, 
and the Uke^ while heaps of gold whicth Jaj b^ 
lore the.playem, augmented or dwindled witli 
every turn of acard or cast of a die» Many 41 
yearVrentof fair estates, as yentured upon. the 
main or the odds ; which, «pent in the old desert^ 
ed manor-house, had repaired the ravages, of 
Cromwell upon its walls, and replaced the mu*- 
cesof good bouseJceejnng and hospitality, that, 
exhausted in the last age by fine and sequestra* 
tton, were nowiA the present in ^a fair wiqf of an« 
iuhilatipp . by eareless prodigality* Sil^ewbere^ 
md^t ooT^r oC obsecviQg the gMMider, oc Usle«p 
in^ to the!musie, tbegaiknUiest of thatali-lieeoa^ 
age were psactiaed amc^glbejgay andfahr^^doser 
ly watched the whilst by the ugly or the old, who 
pixnni^d thcanselves at least the. pleasure of ob- 
serymg, and.U may be that. of proclaiming, in-» 
trigues in which they could not be idiarers. 

fr^moae table to. another glided the .merry 
llUv(Wc\^9 ^chaQging now a glance with a courtr 
beauty, now a jest with a court-wit, now.be^tiDg 
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tkie to lfa« muste, And anon losiog or winning a 
lew fHcc&s of gold on the chance of the gatne tb 
.which he atood nearest ;.-^the most amiable of vo^ 
Inptuariei^^the gayest and besUnatuiied of corn* 
paniofis^-^llie man that wotlld, of all others, have 
l^t austained hid eharacter, had life been a eon*- 
tinued banquet^ and its only end to esgoy the 
^sMilg houi^; and send it away as pleasantly as 
might be. * 

> But Eii^ are lka.M, of all exempted from the 
prdinairy lot of husMinity ; and S^ed of Ethic 
pa is amongst monarcbs no solitary example, of 
the vanity of reckoning on a day or an hour of 
undisturbed serenity. An attendant 6n the court 
announced Bladdery to their Majesties that a lady^i 
wbb w«Hild only aenounce herself as a Peeress of 
England, desir^ tO' be admitted into the pre- 
sence. 

The Queen'said, hastily, it was i»(^^&fe. No 
peesess, without announcing her title, was enti^ 
tied to the privilege of her rank. 

. " I co^ld be sworn-,^^ said a nobleihan in at<» 
taidance, ^' that it is some whim of the Duchess 
of Newcastle.'' . ^ 
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Theattendant^ wbo broughl die metMige» mkI^ 
that be did indeed betiove it to be die Duehe«H 
both from the sinfrttlarity-of the messaffe, and that 
the lady gpoke with aamewbat a foreign aooent* 

<* In the name ot madneM^ then^"* aaid thf 
King, ** let us adant her. Her C^vaeeisaaeatife 
ratee-flhow in her own per8on-^-« myeffsal aia»- 
querade— indeed a sort of private Bedhun^hcNqn- 
tal, her whple ideas being like so many patiepta 
ctaased upon the subjects of loTe «ui literature, 
who act nothing in their vagaries, save ](^kierva, 
Venus, and the mne Muses."" 

*< Your Majeaty^s pleasure ntust always super- 
sede mine,^ said the Queen. <^ I only hope I 
shall not be expected to entertain so fantastic a 
personage. The last time she came to court, Js»> 
bella^,"»(she ^k,e to one of her P<Htuguesc 
ladies of honour) — <' you were not returned from 
our lovely Lisbon f-^her Grace had the assurance 
to pretend right to bring a train-bearer into my 
apartment ; and whai this was not allowed, what 
then, think you, she did P^^-even caused her train 
to be made so long, that three mortal yards of sa« 
tin and silver remained in the anti-chamber, sup^ 
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p(m&i^ (oxir weodi^iS) wbtl^ the odief end wad 
littach^ toiler 'Ghi^6e^i» ^rsdn, an «be paiid lief 
fluty at the «ipper -end of th« prcMnio^ toonii 
Full thirty yards of the most beautiful ^silk diA 
h«r 6ttioe^6^a^eiBS eiA^oy in Uiiift ttiftnnte):.'* 

'^^ And most 4Mi«cifal daiii6«ls -they were iMho 
hofe this )poftfelitoU5 traitt,^ said the Kiiig'^^^ t 
fkuitk nether ^qtii^le^ save by that of th« great co- 
mttt in $i!«ctyj|Bix. Sedley and Ethetege t<dd nt 
m^ondet^ of ^tn ; tot it is one advatiitage of this 
fiew fashion breti^' np by lihe Duchesa, that tt 
matron may be totatty Mo^ns^fotiii^ of the oc^uet- 
>y of ^61* tnd4i and i«s tift^da^ti^.*^ 
' ^<<Am I to ii«d«lrstand, tliea, your Majesty^a 
|^k>ndi»^6 id, tlMt the lady is t6 ht adoufUed ?'^ said 
the asher. 

^« Cettfflnly," «aad the B3ng ; « that is, if the 
ineognitabe really feAtWed to the honour.— It riiay 
he sA well to inquit« h^ title^diere ah< txiot^ 
)iaad-woi§[ieii abjtoad than the Ihicfiess of New- 
(eaUtle. Iwill walk into th^ anli-atoom myself, and 
receive your answer." 

Bolt ere Cbaries had readied the lower end of 
nhe itpkrtifnent in hii^ progte^s to the anti-room, 
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the usber silrprUed the assembly by anoomidii^ 
a name which had not for many a year been 
beard in these courtly balU — ^^ The Countess of 
Derby P 

Stately and ull, and still, jtt bar adraneed 
period of life, having a person unbroken by 
years, the noble lady advanced towards her So- 
vereign, with a step resembling that with which 
she might have n)et an equal. There was in- 
deed nothing in her manper that indicated either 
haughtiness or assumption unbecoming tliat pre- 
sence ; hut her ccmsciousness of wrongs, sustain^ 
ed from the administration of Charles, and of 
the superiority of the injured party over those 
from whom^ or in whose name, the injury had 
been offered, gave her look dignity, and her step 
firmness. ,Sbe was dressed in widow^s weeds, of 
the same fashiqp which were worn at the time 
her husband was brought to the scaffol4 ; and 
which, in the thirty years subsequent to that 
event, she bad never permitted her tire-wonu|n 
to alter. 

The surprise was no pleasing cme to the King ; 
and cursing in his heart the rashness which had 
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alioved the lady entrance on the gay scene in* 
which they were engaged, he saw at the same 
time the necessity of receiving her in a manner 
suitable to his own character, and her rank in 
the Briti^ CQurt. He approached her with an 
air of welcome, into which he threw all his na- 
tural grace, while he began, ^* Chere Compiesse 
de Derby y puissa/fite Reirie de Man^ notre ires au-^ 
jguste ^oewT'^^ 

<* Speak English, sire, if I may presume to 
ask such a favour,^ said the Countess. *^ I am 
a Peeress of this nation — ^mother to one English 
Earl, and widow, alas, to another ! In England 
I have spent my brief days of happiness, my 
long years of widowhood and sorrow. France 
and iu language are but to me the dreams of an 
uninteresting childhood. I know no tongue save 
that of my husband and my son. Permit me, 
as the widow and mother of Derby, thus to ren* 
der my homage.^ 

She would have kneeled, but the King grace- 
fully prevented her, and, saluting her cheek, ac- 
cording to the form, led her towards the Queen, 
and himself performed the ceremony of introduc* 
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tidiu ^ YoQr BfajcstT^ he aekty ^ must be in* 
fturmed, that the Couutess has imposed a reAtncn 
^n oa Frencb-^-^he hng^ags of geUantry ead 
oompUmeitt I trust your Mojesty wiU» ihougk 
a foreigner like beradf, find eMugh of honeefc 
Engfiab to assure tbe CounAeas <)i Derby, wkK 
wbat pleasure we see bear at court, after l^e ahh 
sence of fio many years.^^ 

<* I will endeavour to do so at least^^ aaid the 
Queen, on whom the appearance of the CJountess 
of Derby made a more favourable unpreasioa 
than that of many strangers, wb(»n, at tbe King'^a 
f equest, ski^ was in die habit of reeeiving widi 
courtesy. 

Charles himself j^tdn spoke. ^^ To any other 
lady of the same rank I might put the question^ 
why she wai6 so Icmg absent fbom tbe drde ? I 
fear I can only ask the Countess of Derby, wha^ 
fortunate cause produces the pleasure of sedng 
her here P 

^ No fortuiiate cause, my li^e, though one 
most strong and urgenu^ 

The King augured nothing agreeable from this 
commencement ; and in truth from the Count* 
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^% 0vat entrance, h^ had anticipated some ui^ 
pLoaaant explanatioci, whidi be therefore hasten<^ 
ed to parry, having first compois^ bis featunei 
^Dto. an expression of s^capathy and iiUer est 

<^ \{y^ aaid h^» *^ the cause is of a nature in 
which we can render assistance^ we cannot ^Xr 
pQ^t yoiir ladydup should enter upon it at the 
present tim^ ; J>ut a memorial addressed to our 
se^sretary, or, if it is more satisfactory, to ouf*> 
^W^s directly, will refceive our immediate, and I 
.trust I need not add, our favourable construcr 
tion-" 

. The Countess bowed with some state, and aur 
swered) *^ My business, sire, is indeed important ; 
Ji>ut ^Q brief, that it need not for more than a 
few minutes withdraw your ear from what is 
more pleasing ;-*-yet it is so urgent, that I am 
afraid to postpone it even for a moment^ 

^* This is unusual,'^ said Charles. ^^ But ypii. 
Countess of Derby, are an. unwonted guest, and 
onust oommand my time« Doe^ the matter re- 
quire my private ear ?^ 

" For my part,"' said the Countess, " the 
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whole court might Hsten ; but jour Majest j may 
prefer hearing me in the presence of one or two 
of your counsellors.^ 

^^ Ormond,^ said the King, looking around^ 
^^ attend us for an instant,— and do you, Arling- 
ton, do the same.** 

The King led the way into an fidjoining cabir 
net, and, seating himself, requested the Countess 
would also take a chair. ^* It needs not, sire,* 
she replied ; then paused for a moment, as if to 
collect her spirits, then proceeded with firmnesf . 

** Your Majesty well said that no light cause 
had drawn me from my lonely habitation. I 
came not hither when the property of my son 
— ^hat property which descended to him from a 
father who died for your Majesty ^s rights — ^was 
conjured away from him under pretext of justice, 
tliat it might first feed the avarice of the rebel 
Fairfax, and then supply the prodigality of his 
son-inJaw, Buckingham.** 

" These are'over harsh terms, lady,*** said the 
King. " A legal penalty was, as we remember, 
incurred by an act of irregular violence — so our 
courts and our laws term it, though personally 
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I have no objection to call it with you, aoi ho- 
pouroble revenge. But admit i t wer6 such, in pro-^ 
^ecution of the laws of honour, bitter legal conse* 
fences are often necessarily incurred.'" 
, '^ I come not to argue for my son^s wasted and 
forfeited inh^tance, «ire,^ said the Countess; 
** I only take credit for my patience, under that 
afflictitig dispensation. ' I now come to redeem 
the honour' of the House oC Derby, more dear to 
me than'^U the treasures and lands which eTer 
belonged to it.'' 

: ** And hy whom is the hondur of the House 
pf Derby impeached ?^ said^he King ; *^ far on 
my word you bring me the first news of it.** 
\ ** Has there one narrative, as these wild fic« 
tionis are termed, been printed with regard to 
%he Popish Plot— this pretended Plot, as I will 
call it— ^in which the honour of our houiae has not 
b^en touched and tainted ? And are there not two 
noble, gentlemen, father and son,^ allies of the 
House of Stanley, about to be placed in jeopardy 
of their lives^ on account of matters in which we 
lite the parties first ijmpeached ^^ . 
VOL. IV. r 
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• The IQBg looked tottnd, md smiled to Ar« 
Uogton and Omiond. *' The ConalMB^s oovmge^ 
metlttnkg^ shames oars. What lips dived have 
called the' immaealate Plot jpn^forad^d^ or the Nar- 
f ative of the witnesses, our fffeserven from Po* 
pUi ktuves, a irild fictioii ?— Baty madam,^ he 
said, << though I adumie the genensflity ot your 
imerinente in bdudf of the two Peveril^ I mttHC 
acquaint you, that your interference is unneees^ 
sarjiu^they are this morning acquitted.** 

^^ Now may God be praised T sind the Count* 
ess, lidding • her hsflsds. <* I hate scarce dbft 
•inee I heard the news ot their impeachment i 
and have tfrived here to snirender myself fo 
youi^ Majesty^s justice^ or to the prejttdieed ctf 
the nation, in hopes, by sodoing, I m%ht at least 
save the lives of my noble and generous friends, 
enveloped in snspicicni only, or chiefly, by their 
connexion with us.—Are they indeed acqiHtted ?* 
' ** They are, by ray honour,* said the Cog. 
** I marvel you heard not of it.** 

^f I arrived but last night, and remained in the 
strictest seclufion,^ smd the Countess, << afraM 
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tenudk&aay inquiries that mig^t bceMlon dbco- 
v&ry»eve I mw your Majesty.^ 

** And now that ve Aave met,^ said the King, 
taking her hand kindly — ^a meeting wluch gives 
me the greatest pleasure-^may I recommend 
to you speedily to return to your royal island 
vith as little eclat as you came hither ? The 
worlds ray dear Countess, has changed since we 
were young. Men fought in the Civil War with 
good swords and muskets 4 but now we fight 
with indictments and oaths, and such like legal 
weapons. You are no ad^ in sueh warfare ; 
and though I am well awane you know how to 
hold out a castle^ I doubt much if you have the 
art to parry an impeachment. This Plot has 
o^me upon us like a land storm«-*there is no 
steering the vessel in the teeth of the tempesl^^ 
we must run for the nearest haven, and happy if 
we can reach one.^ 

** This is cowardice, my Liege,^^ s^d the 
Countess. — ^' Forgive the word l-^t is but a wo- 
man who speaks it. Call your itoble friends 
around you, and make a stand like your royal 
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father. There is but one right and one wron^^ 
one honourable and forifard course ; and all 
others which deviate are oblique and unworthy.^ 

*^ Your language, my venerated friend,^ said: 
Ormond,— nnrho saw the necessity of interfering 
betwixt the dignity of the actual Sovereign, and 
the' freedom of the Countess, who was generally 
accustomed to riec^ve,.not to pay observance,-*** 
" your language is strong ^qd decided, but it 
appUes not to the times. It might occaaon a re- 
newal of the Civil War, and of all its miseries^ 
but could hardly be attended with the effects you 
sanguinely anticipate.^ 

> *^ You are too rash, my Lady Countess,^ said 
Arlington, *^ not only to rush upon this danger 
yourself, but to deare to involve his Majesty. 
Let me say plaiidy, that in this jealous time, you 
have done but ill to exchange the security of 
Castle Rushin for the chance of a lodging in the 
Tower of London.^. 

<* And were I to kiss the block thcre,"^ said 
•the Countess, ^' as did my husband at Bolton* 
on-the-Moprs, I would do so willingly, rather 

17 
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than forsake a friend ! — and one, too, whom, as 
in the case of the younger Peveril, I have thrust 
upon danger." 

<* But have I not assured you that both of the 
Peverils, elder and younger, are freed from pe- 
ril ?*" said the King ; ^^ and, my dear Countess, 
what can else t^mpt you to thrust yoursdf on 
danger, from which, doubtless, you expect to be 
relieved by my intervention ? Methinks a lady 
of your judgment should not voluntarily throw 
herself into a river, merely that her friends might 
have the risk and merit of dragging her PMt." 

The Countess reiterated her intendon to claim 
a fair trial. — The two counsellors agmn pressed 
their advice that she should withdraw, though 
under the charge of absconding from justice, and 

remain in her own feudal kingdoni. 

« 

The King, seeing no termination to the debate, 
gently reminded the Countess that her Majesty 
would be jealous if he detained her ladyship 
longer, and offered her his hand to conduct her 
back to the company. This she was under the 
necessity of accepting, and returned accordingly 
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to the apartments of state, vhere an event occur- 
red immediately afterwards, which must be trana- 
ferred to the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Hera stand I tight and trim, 
Quick of eye, though little of limb ; 
He who denieth the word I have Bpoken, 
Betwixt him and me shall lances be broken. 

Lay iff the LMe John dc Sainir4. 

Wbxjh Charles bad re-conducted the Countesa 
of Derby into the presence-chamber, before he 
parted wi& her, he entreated her, in a whisper, 
to be governed by good counsel, and to regard 
her own safety ; and.then turned easily from her, 
as if to distribute his attentions equally among the 
other guests. 

These were a good deal circumscribed at the in* 
etant by the arriyal of a party of five or six musi* 
eians ; one of whom, a German, under the patron* 
age of the Duke of Buckingham, was particularly 
renowned for his performance on the violoncello^ 
but had been detuned in inactivity in the anti* 
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chamber by the non-anival of hb instrttinaie^ 
which htd now st length made its appearanoe. 

The domestic who placed it before the owner, 
shrouded as it was within its wooden case, seemed 
heartily glad to be rid of his load, and lingered for 
a mcmient, as if interested in-discovering what sort 
of instrument was to be produced that could weigh 
so heavily. His curiosity was satisfied, and in a 
most extriaordinary manner ; for, while the musi- 
cian was fumbling with the key, the case bring for 
his greater convenience placed upright against the 
WaD, the case and instroment itself at once flew 
open, and out started the dwarf, Oeoffirey Hudbcb^ 
•—at si^t of whose unearthly appearance, thus sad:- 
denly introduced, the ladies sfaridced, and ran badu 
wards ; the gentlemen started ;- and the poor Qet* 
man, on seeing the portentous delivery of hia fiddle^ 
case, tumbled on the floor in an agony, supposii^, 
it might be, diat his instrument was metamor* 
jkhosed into the strange figure whidi si^ypfied its 
place. So soon, however, as he recovered, he 
glided but of the apartment, and was fdlowed by 
most of his companions. 

^ Hudson !"" said the Kmg— " My little old 
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firiend, I am not sorry to see you ; though Buck- 
ingham, who I suppose is the punrevcU: of this 
jest, hath serVed us up but a stale ooe.'^ 

^< Will your Majesty hotiour me with- one mo^ 
JDoent^s attention ?"* said Hudson. 
'* ^ Assuredly, my good friend/* said the King# 
^ OU acqumntanoes are springing up in- every 
quarter to-night ; and <Hur leisure- can hardly be 
better employed than in listening to them.<— It 
was an idle trick of Buekingham,^ he added, in 
a whisper to Oroiond, *'^ to send the poor thing 
'iiither, espocisUy as he was to^y tried for the 
Tiffak of the Plot. At any rate, he comes not to 
ask protection from us, liaving bad the rare for- 
tune to come off Ploi^^e^ He is. but fishing, I 
«iippo8e> for some Jiltle present or penaion^^ . u 
' The little man, precise in court etiqiiette, yet 
impatioitof the Kings's delaying to attend to him^ 
stood in the midst of the floor, most valorously 
pawing and pranc^g, like a Soots pony Msuming 
the airs of a war-horse, waving meanwhile his lit- 
tle hat with the tarnished feather, and bowing 
from time to time, as if impatient to be heard. . 
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*^ Speak 00^ |hw, i^y fjieB^i!, ^sid ebarks.^ 
^ if thou baBt some poetical address penned fof 
ibee, out with it, that thou majst have time to re- 
pose tbea^ flourishiog little limbs of thinefr 

^* No poetioal speeqb have I, most miglUy 
Sovioreigii,^ aoswered the dwarf ; .^^ lmt» in plain 
andiiK^ lojral prose, I doaccuse, before this com- 
pdnj, th# once noble Duke of Buckingfadun of 
Ugh treason I^ 

*.< Well spoken, and manfully— Get on, |nan,^ 
said the King, whp never doubted, that, this was 
Ibe iateoducuon to something burlesque or wittj^ 
not coneeiving that ,the charge was made in S(v 
kmn earnest 

. A great laugh took place ampng sueb courtiers 
as heard, and among many jyho did noi bear^ 
what was uttered by the dwarf; the former en- 
tertained by the extravagant emjJiasis and ges- 
ticulation of the little chamfwn, and the oUiers 
Jaughing not the less loud thift they laughed for 
example^s sake, and upon trust 

^^ What matter is there for ail this . n^irth ?^ 
said he, very indignantly — ^^ Is it fit subject for 
laughing, that I, Geoffrey Hudson, Knight, do. 
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before King and nobles, impeach George Villi^rs, 
Ihike of Buckingham, of high treason ?*** 

" No subject of mirth, certainly,*" said Charier, 
cxmiposing bis features; *' but greal matter of 
wouder^-^Come, cease this mouthing, and pran- 
^g, and mummery .«^If there be a jest^ come 
out with it, mto ; and if no^^ even get thee to the 
beaufiitt and dHnk a cifp of i^ine to refresh th^ 
lafter thy close lodging.^ 

** I tell you, my liege,'* said Hod^n, impa- 
fentfy, yet in a whisper, intended only to be au- 
dible by the King, *• that if you spend over mudh 
time in trifling, you will be convinced by dire Ex- 
perience of Buckingham's treason. I tell you^««^ 
I asseverate to your Majesty ;<i—4;W9hundredftrm- 
ed 6matics will be licre within the hour, to sur- 
prise the guards.** 

*^ Stand back, ladies,^ said the Emg, ^* or you 
may hear more than you will care to listen tou 
My Lord of Buckingham's jests are not always, 
you know, quite fitted for female ears ; besides, 
'we want a few words in private with our little 
friend. Yoti, my Lord of Omumd — ^you, Arling-. 
ton, (and be named one or two others,) may ve- 
inain with us.'' 
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The gay crawd bore back, and dispersed 
through the apartmeDt-*-4he men to conjecture 
what the end of this mumoiery, as they supposed 
it, was likely to prove ; and what jest, as Sedley 
said, the bass-fiddle had been brought tombed of 
•—and the ladies to admire and criticise the an- 
tique dress and richly embrmdered ruff and hood 
t>f the Countess of Derby, to whom the Queen 
was shewing particular atteiiUon. 

*^ And now, in the name of Heaven, and 
amongst friends,^ said the King to the dwarf, 
'* what means all this ?^ 

*' Treason, my lord the King !— -Treason to 
his Majesty of England !— When I was cham- 
bered in yonder in8trum.ent, my lord, the Higk- 
JDutch fellows who bore me, carried me into a 
certain chapel, to see, as they said to eadi other^ 
that all was ready. Sire, I went where bass-fiddle 
never went before, even into a conventicle of 
Fifth-Monarchists ; and when they brought me 
away, the preacher was concluding his sermon, 
and was within a * Now to apfdy^ of setting off 
like the bell-wether at the head of his flock, to 
surprise your Majesty in. your royal court ! I 
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heard him through the sound^holes of my instru- 
ment, when the fellow set me down for a moment 
to profit by this precious doctrine.^ 

" It would be singular,'* said Lord Arlington, 
" were there some reality at the bottom of this 
buflTopnery ; for. we know these wild men have 
been consulting together to-day, and five con* 
venticles have held a solecan fast.'" 

" Nay," said the King, " if that be the case, 
they are certainly determined on some villainy.'* 
; " Might I advise,"' said the Duke of Ormond, 
^^ I would summon the Duke of Buckingham to 
this presence. His connections with the fanatics 
are well known, though he affects to conceal 
them/* 

" You would not, my lord, do his Grace the 
injustice to treat him ,as a criminal on such a 
charge as this ?" said the King. " However,** 
he added, after a moment's consideration, ^^ Buck« 
ingham is accessible to every sort of temptation, 
from the flightiness of his genius. I should not be 
surprised if he nourished hopes of an aespiring 
kindr— I think we had spme proof of it but lat&n 
ly. — ^Hark ye, Chiffinch ; go to him instantly^ 
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and bring him here on any lak pretext thou 
canst devise. I would fain save him from what 
lawyers call an overt act* The court were dfdl 
as a dead horse, were Bockingham to miscarry.^ 

^ Will not your Majesty order the Hi»rse 
Guards to turn out?^* said young Selby, who 
was present, and an officer. 

" No, Selby,'* said the King, « I like not 
horse play. But let them be prepared ; and let 
the High Bailiff get his civil officers in readi- 
ness, in case of any sudden tumuli-— double the 
centmels on the doors of the palace — ^and see no 
strangers get in.*" 

<<Oro2^,''saidtheDukeofOrmond. "Wh«» 
are the foreign fellows who brought in the 
dwarf ?^ 

They were sought foe, but they were not to 
be found. They had retreated, leaving their in« 
struments— -a circumstance which seemed to bear 
hard on the Duke of Buckingham, their patron. 

Hasty preparations were made to provide resist* 
ence tp any effort of despair which the supposed 
conspirators might be driven to ; and in the 
meanwhile, the King, withdrawing with Arling-^ 
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ton, Ormonv], and a few other counsellors, into 
the cabinet wherd the Countess of Derby bad had 
her audience, resumed the examination of the little 
discoverer. His declaration, though singular, was 
quite coherent ; the strain of romance intermin« 
gled with it being in fact a part of his character, 
which often gdined him the fate of being laughed 
at, when he would otherwise have been pitied 
or even esteemed. 

* He commenced with a flourish about his suf- 
^rings for the Plot, which the impatience of Or- 
Mond would have cut short, had not the King 
reminded his Grace, that a top, wh^ it is not 
flogged, must needs go down of itself at the end 
of a definite time, while the application of the 
whip may keep it up for hours. 

Geoffrey Hudson was, therefore^ aDowed to 
eithaust himself on the subject of his prisK>n« 
house, which he informed the King Was not with-^ 
out a beam of light — an emanation of loveli- 
Bess— a mortal angel— -quick of step and beauti- 
ful of eye, who had more than once visited his 
^nfioement with words of cheering and com- 
foft 

90 
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Bj my faith,'' teid the SjDg, <* they faret 
better in Newgate than I was aware of. Who- 
would baye thought of the little genUeman be-! 
iug solaced with feoaale society ia such .a (dace P'' . 

" I pray your Majesty,'' said the dwarf, aft^. 
the manner of a solema protest, ** to understand 
nothing amiss. My devotion to this fair creattHre 
id rather like what we poor Catholics pay to the; 
blessed saints, than mixed with any grosser qua- i 
lity. Indeed, she seelnt» rather a sylphid <^ the 
Bosycrusian system, than aught more carnal;, 
being sUghter, lighter, and less than the females 
of common life, who have something of that 
coarseness of make which is doubtless derived 
from the sinful and gigantic ijaoe of the antedi-^ 
luvians." » 

( « Well, sayon, man," quoth Charles. '< Didst 
thou not discover this sylph to be a mere mortal 
wench after all ?" 

Who ?— I, my liege .?— O fie T 
Nay, little gentleman, do not <be so piartica<« 
larly scandalized," said the King ; ^^ I promise 
you I suspect you of no audacity of gallantry." 

'^ Time wears fast," said the Duke of Ox^ 






•1 



PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. ^41 

mmdy iinpatiently, and looking at his watch. 
** Chiffinch hath been gone ten minutes, and ten 
minutes will Mng him back.'^ 
• ** True/' said Charles, gravely. ** Cotne to 
the pcHUt, Hudson ; and tell us what this female 
has to do with your coming hither in this extra- 
ordinary manner.^ 

^ Every thing, my lord,** said little Hudson. 
** I jsaw her twice during my confinement in New- 
gate, and, in my thought, she is the very angel 
who guards my life and welfare; for* after my 
acquittal, as I walked towards the city mth two 
tall gentlemen, who had been in trouble along 
with me ; and just while we stood to our defence 
against a rascally mob, and just as I had taken 
possession of an elevated situation to have some 
vantage against the great odds of numbers, I 
heard a heavenly' voice sound, as it were, from 
a window behind me, counselling me to take re- 
fuge in a certain house ; to which measure I 
readily persuaded my gallant friends 'the Peve- 
rils, who have always shewn themselves willing 
to be counselled by me.^ 
'• <* Shewing therein their wisdom at once and 

VOL. IV. Q 
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modegltjy^ said the Eing. ^^ But what chanced 
next? Be brief— 4)e like thyself^ naan.^ 

'* For a time, rire,^^ said the dwarf, "it wem- 
^ at if I were sot the prindpal ob^tet of at- 
.tentioik First, the younger Peveril was wMi- 
diawn from us by a g^itlenum of venerable ap- 
pearance, though somewhat smackiDg of a Pu^ 
ritan, baviiig boots of neats-leatber, and wearing 
his weapon without a sword*knotk When Mas- 
ter Julian returned, he iitformed us for the first 
4ime that we were in the powcs* of a body, of 
armed fanatics, who were, as the poet says, prompt 
for direful act. And your Majesty will remark, 
that both father and son were in some mea^ 
aure desperate, and disrqprdful from that mo- 
ment of the assurances which I gave them, that 
the star wUch I was bound to worship, would,, in 
her own time, shine forth in signal of our safety. 
May it {diease your Majesty, in answer to my 
hilarious exhortations to confidence, the father 
did but say iush and the son pshaw^ which Aew* 
eth how men^s prudence and manners are dis^^ 
turbed by affliction. Nevertheless, these two gen« 
tlemen, the Feverils, forming a strong ojrinion 
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of the neoMtnty there was to break forth, wev 
it only to oonvey a knowledge of these danger* 
OQS passages to your Majesty, eommenoad an 
assault <Hi the door of the apartment,^ I atao as* 
sisting with the strength which Heaven hath 
^vaa, and some threesc(«'e years have left me* 
We could not, as it uidiappilj proved, manage 
our attempt so silently, but what our guards 
overheard us, and, entering in numbers, separa- 
ted us from each other, and compelled my oom^ 
panions, at point of pike and poniard, to go to 
some other and more distant apartment, thus se* 
paradng our fur sodety. I was agldn inclosed 
in. the now soMtary chamber, and I will own that 
I felt a certain depression of souL But when 
bale is at highest, as the poet mol{geth, boot is at 
nig^iest, for a door of hope was suddenly open- 
ed ^ 

^ In the name of Grod, my liege,^ siud the 
Duke of Ormond, *< let this poor creature^s story 
be translated into the language of common sense 
by some oi the scribblers of romances about court, 
and we may be aUe to make meaning of it.^ 

Geoffrey Hudson looked with a frowning coun* 
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tenance of teptooS upon the impBldeat old Irigh 
nobleman, and iiakl, with a very digniied air, 
<^ That cmedaka upon a poc»r gentleiaHi*0Jband 
was enough at one* time» and that bat for. his 
present engagement and dependency with .die 
Duke of Buckingham, he would hare endured no 
such terms from die I>nke ofOrmond.^ • i 

*^ Abate your vabur, and (fiminish your cfao- 
ler, at our request, most piussant Sir Geoffirey 
Hudson,^ said the Ci^ ; ^^ and fei^Fe the Duke 
of Ormond for my sake ; but at all events go on 
widi your, story .^ 

Geoffrey Hudson laid. his hand on his bosom, 
and bowed in proud and dignified submisflion to 
his Sovereign ; then waved hisf(»giTenessgnie&* 
folly to Ormoiid, accompanied with a horrible 
grin, whidi he designed for a smile of gracious 
for^veness and condliation. ** Under the Duke^s 
favour then,'*' he proceeded, *< when I said a door 
of hope wasopened to me, I meant a door behind 
the tapestry, frpm whence issued that &ir vision 
•«ryet not sofEor as lustrously dark, like the beauty 
of a continental night, where theck>udless asure 
sky shrouds us in a veil more lovely than that of 
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day !-->But I note your Majesty ^s impatience ;-«^ 
enou^. I fc^wed my beautiful guide into an 
apartment, where there lay, strangely intermin- 
gled, warlike arms and musical instruments. 
Amongst these I saw my ownlate place of tempo- 
rary obscurity--^ violoncello. To my astonish- 
ment, she turned around the instrument, and 
opening it behind by pressure of a spring, shewed 
that it was filled with pistols, daggers, and ammu- 
nition made up in bandoliers. ^ These,^ she said, 
' are this night destined to surprise the court of 
the unwary Charles^— your Majesty must pardon 
my using her own words ; ^ but if thou darest go 
in their stead, thou mayest be the saviour of 
king and kingdoms; if thou art afraid, keep se- 
cret, I will myself try the adventure.^ Now, may 
Heaven forbid, that Geofirey Hudson were cra- 
ven enough, said I, to let thee run such a risk ! 
You know not — you cannot know, what belongs 
to such ambuscades and concealments— I am ac- 
customed to them*— have lurked in the pocket of 
a giant, and have formed the contents of a pasty. 
^ Get in then,* she said, * and lose no time.'* Ne- 
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▼erthelesft, while I prepared to obey, I will not 
deny that some cold apprehensnons came over my 
hot valour, and I confessed to her, if it might so 
be, I would rather find my way to the palace on 
my own feet. But she would not listen to me, say- 
ing hastily, * I would be intercept^, or refused 
admittance, and that I must embrace the means 
she offered me of introduction into the presence, 
and when there, tdl xhe King to be on his guard 
•—little more is necessary ; lor once the scheme is 
known, it becomes desperate.* Rashly and bold- 
ly, I bid adieu to tlie day-light whidi was then 
fading away. She withdrew the contents of the 
instrument destined for my concealment, and ha- 
ving put them behind the chimney-board, intro- 
duced me in their room. As she clasped me in, 
I implored her to warn the men who were to lie 
intrusted with me, to take heed and keep the 
nedc of the violoncello uppermost ; but ere I had 
completed my request, I found I was left alone, 
aiid in darkness. Presently, two or three f^ows 
entered, whom, by their language, whidi I in 
some sort understood, I perceived to be Germans, 
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and tinder the influence of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham.. I heard them receive from the leader a 
charge how they were to deport themsdves, when 
they should as^ime the concealed arma*«and— foD 
I ^ill do the Duke no wrong-^I understood tbdv 
oiders were precise, not only to spare the per^ 
Bon of the King, but also those of the courtiers^ 
and to protect all who might be in the pnes^Ke 
against an irruption of tlie fanatics. In other re- 
spects, they had charge to disarm the Grentlemen^ 
pensioners in the guard-room,; and, in fine^ to ol>« 
taki the command of the court.^ ^ 

-l]^he-King looked disconcerted and thoughts 
fill at this communication, and bade Lord Ar« 
lingtoa see that Seiby quietly, made search into 
the contents of the other cases which had been 
bi'ought as contmiing musical instruments. He 
then signed to the dwarf to proceed in his story, 
asking him again and again, and very solemnly, 
whether he was sure that he heard the DukVs 
name mentioned, as commanding or approving 
this action. 

The dwarf answered in the affirmative. 
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** Ttm,** said the King, ^ is canying the finv 
lie somewhat £ur.^ 

The dwarf fxrooeeded to state^ that he wascar^ 
lied after his metamorphosis into the dbapel, 
where he heard the preacher seemingly about the 
dose of his harangue, the tenor of which he 
also mentioned. Words, he said, could not ex- 
press the agony which he fdt when he found 
that Us bearer, in plaaog the instrument in a 
oorper, was about to invert its position, in whidi 
case, he said, human frailty might have proved 
too great for love, f<^ loyalty, for true obedienb^ 
nay, for the fear of death, whidi was like to en- 
sue on discovery ; and he concluded, that he 
greatly doubted he could not have stood on his 
head for many minutes widiout screaming aloud. 

** I could not have hhuaed you,*" said the 
King; *' placed in such a posture m the royal oak, 
I must needs have roared myself.-— Is this all 
you have to tell us of this strange ccmspuacy ?^ 
Sir Geoffirey Hudscm replied in the affirmative, 
and the King presently subjoined — *< Go, my lit- 
tle friend, your services shall not be forgotten. 
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Since thou hast crept into the bowels of iei fiddle 
for ouf service, we are bound, in duty and con* 
«dence, to find you a more roomy dwelling in 
future.'' 

^* It was a violcmcello, if your Majesty is plea- 
sed to remember,'' said the little jealous man, 
** not a common fiddle ; though, for your Majes- 
ty's service, I would have crept even into a kit." 

^* Whatever of that nature could have been 
performed by any subject of ours, thou wouidst 
have enacted in our behalf— *of that we hold our- 
selves certain. Withdraw for a little ; and hark 
ye, for the present, beware what you say about 
this matter. Let your appearance be oonadered 
-—do you mark me — as a frolic of the Duke of 
Buddngham ; and not a word of conspiracy." < 

*^ Were it not better to put him under some 
restraint, sire ?" said the Duke of Ormond, whoi 
Hudson had left the room. 

** It is unnecessary," said the King. ^* I re- 
member the little wretch of old. Fortune, to 
make him the model of absunfity, has.cldsed a 
most lofty soul within that little miserable car- 
case. For wielding his sword and keeping his 

11 
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word, he is a perfect Don Quixote in decimo- 
sexto. He shall be token care of. — But^oddsfisb, 
my lords, is not this freak of Buckingham too 
▼illainous and ungrateful P^ 

<< He had not had the means €ii being so, had 
jour Majesty,^ said the Duke of Onnond, <' been 
less lenient on other occasions.^ 

<* My lord, my lord,'*' said Charles, hastily-— 
<< your kxtlship is Buckingham'*s known enemy 
p^Wfi will take other and more impartial counsel. 
Arlington, what think you of all this P^ 

^^ May it fdease your Majesty,"* said Arling* 
ton, '* I think the thing is absoruteiy impossible, 
unless the Duke has had some quarrel with your 
Majesty, of which we know nothing. His Ghraoe 
is very flighty, doubtless, but this seems actual 
insanity.^ 

'^ Why, faitb,^ said the King, <^ some words 
passed betwixt us this morning— his Dudiess it 
seems is dead— and to lose no time, his Grace had 
cast his eyes about for means of repairing the 
loss, and had the assurance to ask our consent to 
woo my niece Lady Anne.^ 



» 
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*^ Which your Majesty of coune rejected,*" said 
the statesman. 

^^ And not without. rebuking his assarance,^ 
added the King. 

** In private, sir, or before any witnesses?^ said 
the Duke of Ormond. 

" Before no one,'' said the King, — *^ excepting 
indeed little Chiffinch ; and he, you know, is no 
one." 

'* Hinc iOce lachrymas^ said Ormond. ** I 
know his Grace well. While the rebuke of his 
aspiring petulance was a matter betwixt your 
Majesty and him, he might have let it pass by ; 
but a check before a fellow from whom it was 
likely enough to travel through the court, was a 
matter to be revenged.'' ' 

Here Selby came hastily from the other room, 
to say, that his Grace of Buckingham had just 
entered the presence chamber. 

The King rose. << Let a boat be in readiness, 
with a party of the yeomen," said he. ^* It may 
be necessary to attach him of treason, and send 
him to the Tower." 
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'* Should not a Secretary of Staters warrant 
be prepared r^ said Ormond. 

" No, my Eofd Duke^ said the King, sharp- 
ly. *^ I still hope that the necessity may be 
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CHAPTER XL 



High readuDg Buckingham grows dxcumqiect 

Richard til. 



BfiFOES giving the reader an account of the 
meeting betwixt Buckingham and his -injured 
Sovereign, we may mention a trifling circum- 
stance or two which took place betwixt his Grace 
and ChifSnch, in the short drive betwixt York 
Place and Whitehall 

In the outset) the Duke endeavoured to leani 
from the courtier the special cause of his being 
summoned so hastily to the court Chiffinch an- 
swered, cautiously, that he believed there were 
some gambols going forward, at which the King 
desired the Duke^s presence. 

This did not quite satisfy Buckingham, for> 
conscious of his own rash purpose, he could not 
but apprel^nd discovery. After a moment^ si- 
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lenoe, ** Chifliiich,'' he said, abruptly, " did you 
mention to any one what the King said to me 
this mcHrning touching the Lady Anne V^ 

My Lord Duke,**^ said Chiffinch, hesitating, 

surely my duty to the King — ^my respect to 
your Grace——" 

^' You mentioned it to no one then ?" said the 
Duke, sternly. 

** To no one,*" replied Chiffinch, faintly, for he 
was intimidated by the Duke'^s increasing seve- 
ifity of manner. 

.' ^ Ye Ue,mke a scoundrel 1'^ said the Duke — 
«. You told Christian !'' 

' *^ Your Grace."^ said Chiffinch*-<><* your Grace 
.—your Grace ought to remember tfaiit I told 
you Christian'^s secret; that the Countiess of 
Da'by was come up." 

*^ And you think the one point c^ treachery 
may balance for the other P But no. Inuisthave 
a bett^ atoneovent. Be assured I will blow your 
brains out, ere you leave this carriage, unless you 
tell me the truth of this messi^ from court." 

As Chiffiiicb hesitated what reply to make, a 
man, who, 1^ the blaze of the torches, then al» 
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masys home, as well by the lacqueys who hkng 
behind the carriage, as by the footmen who ran 
by the side, niight easily see who sate in the 
coach, appvoacfaed, and sung in a deep manly 
Toice, the burthen of an old French song on the 
battle of Marignan, in which is imitated the 6er« 
man-French of the defeated Swiss. 

Tout est verlore 
La tintehre^ 
Tout eit verlore 

Bei Got. 

<< I am betrayed/^ said the Duke, who instant- 
ly conceived that this chorus, expressing *' all is 
lost,*" was sung by one of his faithful agents, 
as a bint to him that their macbiiiatk)ns were 
discovered* 

He attempted to throw himself from the car- 
riage, but ChiiBnch held him with a firm though 
respectful grasp. " Do not destroy yoursdbT^ 
my lord,^^ he said, in a tone of deep humility*— 
^^ there are soldiers and officers oi the peace 
around the carriage, to enforce your Graice^s cb^ 
ming to Whitehall, and to prevent your escape. 
To attempt it would be to confess guilt ; and I 
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advifle y6u stioiigly against that— die King is 
your {iiend-*-be your own.^ 

The Duke^ after a moment^s oonnderatioii, 
said sullenly, <' I believe you are ri^t Why 
should I fly, when I am guilty of notUng but 
sending some fire-works to entertain the court, 
instead of a concert of music P*" 

^' And the dwarf, who came so unexpectedly 
out of the bass-viol "^ 

^< Was a masking device of my own, Chif- 
finch,^ said the Duke, though the drcumstance 
was then first known to him. <* Chiffinch, you 
will bind me for ever, if you will permit me to 
have a minute^s conversation with Christian. 

<< With Christian, my lord ?— Where could 
you find him ? — ^You are aware we must go 
straight on to the court.^ 

<< True,"* said the Duke, << but I think I can. 
not miss finding him; and you. Master Chif- 
finch, are no officer, and have no warrant dther 
to detain me prisoner, or prevent my speaking to 
whom I please.^ 

Chiffinch replied, *^ My Lord Duke, your ge- 
nius is so great, and your escapes so numerous. 
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that it will be from no widi of my own if I am 
forced to hurt a man so skilfiil and so popular.^ 

'* Nay, then, there is life in it yet,^ said the 
Duke, and whistled ; when, from beside the lit- 
tle cutler^s booth, with which the reader is ac- 
quainted, appeared, suddenly. Master Christian, 
and was in a moment at the side of the coach. 
^^ Ganz Ist verloren^ said the Duke. 

<^ t know it,^ said Christian ; ^^ and all our 
godly friends are dispersed upon the news. 
Lucky the Colonel and these German rascals 
gave a hint. All is safe— You go to court.— 
Hark ye, I will follow." 

^* You, Christian P that would be more friend- 
ly than wise.'' 

'^ Why, what is there against me T said Chris- 
tian. '* I am innocent as the child unborn— «o 
is your Grace. There is but one creature who 
can bear witness to our guilt ; but I trust to 
bring her on the stage in our favour — besides, 
if I went not, I should presently be sent for.*^ 

^' The familiar of whom I have heard you 
speak, I warrant ?'* 

VOL. IV. E 



S58 P£V£RIL OF TH£ PEAK. 

" Hark in your ear again.^ 

^^ I und^rstand,'*^ said the Duke, " and will 
delay Master ChifBnch,-^for he, you musticnow, 
is juy conductor,— ^o Jongen-^Well, Chiffinch, 
letih&oi dnyeon.^^yogfielaGalerer he exclaim- 
ed, as the carriage went onward ; ^' I have sailed 
through yro^e perils than this yet.^' 

** It is npt for me to judge,^ said Chiffinch ; 
*^ your Grace is a bold commander ; and Chris- 
tian hath the cunning of the devil for a pilot ; 
but— —However, I remain your Grace's poor 
fricofid, and will heartily xejoice in your extrica- 
tion.* 

"Give me a proof of your friendsliip,'' said 
the Duke. ** Tell me what you know of Chris- 
tian's familiar, as he calls her.'^ 

" I believe U to he the same dancing wench 
/who came with Empson to my .house on the 
morning that Mistress Alice made her escape 
from us. But you have seen her, my lord ?"" 

" I ?'" said the Duke ; « when did I see her ?'' 

" She was employed by Christimi, I believe, 
to set his niece at liberty, when he found himself 
obliged to gratify his fanatical brother-in-law. 
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by restoring his chUd ; besides being prompted 
by a private desire, as I think, of bantering your 
Grace.'' 

<< Umph ! I 8Uiq)ected so much. I will repay 
it,"" said the Duke. ^* But first to get out of 
this dilemma. — ^That witch then was his familiar ; 
and she joined in the plot to tantalise me ?— But 
here we reach Whitehall.— Now, Chiffinch, be 
no worse than thy i¥ord, an^-— ^^^9 Budcing- 
hain, be thyself rP 

But ere we follow Bu^ngham into the pri^ 
sence, wbere he had so diffiiralt a part to sustain, 
it may not he amiss to follow Christian after h^s 
brief conversation with the Duke of Buckingham. 
Upon re^nt^ring the house, which he xUd by a 
circuitous passag^, leading frpm a distant alley, 
and through several courts, Christifin hasteped. to 
a low matted apartment, Ui which Bridgenorth 
sat alone, reading the Bible by the Ught of a 
small brazen lamp, with the utmost serenity of 
countenance. 

^' Have you dismissed the Peverils P^ sai^ 
Christian, hastily. 

'M have,^ said the Major. 



\ 



MO PEVEEIL OF THE PEAK. 

<< And upon what pledge— that they will not 
carry information against you to Whitehall ?^ 

** They gave me thdr promise voluntarily, 
when I shewed them our armed friends were dis- 
missed. To-morrow, I believe, it is their purpose 
to lodge informations.* 

<< And why not to-night, I pray you ?** said 
Christian. 

'* Because they allow us that time for escape.* 

" Why, then, do you not avail yourself of it ? 
Wherefore are you here ?* said Christian. 
' ^^ Nay, rather, why do you not fly?* said 
Bridgenortb. '* Of a surety, you are as deeply 
engaged as I.* 

^ Brother Bridgenorth, I am the fox, who knows 
a hundred modes of deceiving the hounds ; you 
are the deer, whose sole resource is in hasty flight. 
Therefore lose no time— begone to the country 
-—or rather, Zedekiah Fishes vessel, the Good 
Hope, lies in the river, tbound for Massachussets 
—take the wings of the morning, and b^one— 
she can faU down to Oravesend with the tide* 

<^ And leave to thee, brother Christian,* said 
Bridgenorth, " the charge of my fortune and my 
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daughter? No, brother; my opinion must -be 
re-estaUished ere I again trust tbee.^ 

^' Go thy ways, then, for a suspicious fool,"^ 
said Christian, suppressing his strong desire to' 
use language more offensive ; ^' or rathiBr atay 
where thou art, and take thy chance of the gal-i 
lowsT 

'^ It is appointed to all men to die once,^ said 
Bridgenorth ; ^^ my life hath been a living death« 
My fairest boughs have been stripped by the 
axe of the forester^— that which survived must, 
if it shall blossom, be grafted elsewhere, and at a 
distance from my aged trunk. The sooner, then, 
the root feels the axe, the strbke is more weU 
come. I had been pleased, indeed, had I been 
called to bringing yonder licentious court to a 
purer character, and relieving the yoke of the su& 
fering people of Grod. That youth too-— Son to 
that predous woman, to whom I oWe the latft tie 
that feebly links my wearied spirit to humanity — • 
could I have travailed with him in the good 
cause! — But that, with all my other hopes, is 
broken for ever ; and since I am not worthy t6 be 
an instrument in so great a work» I have little de- 
sire to abide longer in this vale of sorrow.^ 
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Farewell, then, desponding fool T said Cliris* 
tian, unable, with all his calmness, any longer to 
suppress his contempt for the resigned and hope- 
less predestinarian. *^ That fate should have 
dogged me with such confederates,^ he mutter-, 
ed, as he left the apartment — ^^ this bigotted 
fool is now nearly irreclaimable— I must to Za^ 
rah ; for she, or no one, must carry us through 
these straits. If I can but sooth her sullen tem« 
per, and excite her vanity to action,— betwixt 
her address, the King^s partiality for the Duke, 
Buckingham's matchless effrontery, and my own 
band upon the helm, we may yet weather the 
tempest that darkens around us. But ifhai we 
do must be hastily done.^ 

In another apartment he found the person 
he sought-^the same who visited the Duke of 
Buckingham's haram, and, having relieved Alice 
Bridgenorth from her confinement there, had oc- 
cupied her 'place as has been already narrated, 
or rather intimated. She was now much more 
plenty attired than when she had tantalized the 
Duke with her presence; but her dress hftd still 
something of the Oriental character, which cor- 
responded with the dark complexion and quick 
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eve of the wearer. She had the kerchief at her 
eyes as Christian entered the apartment, but 
suddenly withdrew it, and, flashing on him a 
glance of scorn and indignation, asked him what 
he meant by intruding where his company was 
alike unsought for and undesired. 

^^ A proper question,^ said Christian, ^^ from 
a slave to her master ?'^ 

>^ Ratther say, a proper queertion, and of all 
questions the most proper, from a mistress to her 
slavie ! Know you not, that from the hour in 
which you discovered your ineffable baseness, 
you have made ipe mistress of your lot ? While 
you seemed but a demon of vengeance, you com- 
manded terror, and to good purpose; but such 
afoul fiend as. thou hast of late shewn thyself — 
such a very worthless, base trickster of the devU 
—-such a sordid grovelling imp of perdition, can 
gun nothing but scorn from a soul lUie ipine.^ . 

<' Gallantly mouthed,^ said Christian, 'f and 
with good emphasis.^ 

^^ Yes,^' answered Zarab, ^^ I can speak-— «om&i 
tim^s— I can also be mute ; and that no one knows 
better than thou.'* 

'^ Thou art a spoiled child, Zarahiand doest but 
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abuse the indalgenee I enlerUdn for yonsarhetk* 
iah hiimour,^ replied Christian ; ^^ thy wits have 
been disturbed since ever you laaded in England, 
and all for the sake of one who cares for thee no 
more, than for the most worthless otgect who 
walks the streets, amongst whom he left you to 
engage in a brawl for one he loved better J* 

^^ It is no matter,^ said Zmsah, obvioudy re. 
presong very Utter emotion ; ^<it signifies not 
thut he loYQS another better; there is none— 410, 
ndne-*that ever did, or cas We him sa wdl«^ • 

** I pily you, 2iaridi T sdd Christian, with some 
scorn. 

^' I deserve your pity,* she replied, *' w»e 
your pty.wordi my accepting. Whom haife I 
to thank for my wretchedness but yon P— Yon 
bred me up in tlurst of vengeance, ere I knew 
that good and evil were any diing better tlum 
names; — to gain your applause, and to gnriafji 
the vanity you had excited, 1 have for yearstin- 
dergone a penance, from whidi a thousatid would 
have shrunk.* 

<< A thousand, Zaroh !* answered Christian ; 
*' ay, a hundred thousand, and a million to boot ; 
the creature is not on earth, being mere mortal 
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-woinaB-9 that would have uadeqpne the thirtieth 
part of thy self-denial^^ 

^^ I believe it^ ** said Zarab, drawing up her 
slight but elegant figure ; *^ I believe it— I have 
gone through a trial that few indeed opuld have 
sustained. I have renounced the dear intercourse 
of my kind ; cx>mpelled my tongue only to utter, 
like that of a spy, the knowledge which my ear 
had only edieeted as a base eave»-dropper. This 
I have done for years-*-for years*— and all for 
the sakeof your private applause<**and the hope 
of vengeance.on a woman, who, if she did ill in 
murdering my father, has been bitterly repaid by 
nourishing a serpent in her bosom, that bad the 
toothy but not the deafened ear of the adder.^ 

<< Well-*— well— well,^ rdterated Christian ; 
« and had you not your reward in my approba. 
lion — in th^ ccnisciousness of your own unequal- 
led dextoity-— by which^ superior to any thing of 
thy sex that history has ever known, you endu»- 
red ifFhat w^man never before endured, insolence 
without notice, admiration without answer, and 
sareasm without reply ?'^ 
. <' Not without reply ,^ said Zarah fiercely. 
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^< Gave not Nature to ray feelings a course of esi- 
pression more impresdve than words ? and did 
not those tremble at my shrieks, who would have 
little minded my entreaties or my complaints ? 
And my proud lady, who sauced her charities with 
the,taunts she thought I heard not — she was justly 
paid by the pasriog of her dearest and most secret 
concerns into the hands of her mortal enemy ; and 
the vain Earl— *yet he was a thing as insignifi- 
cant as the plume that nodded in. his cap ;«-«<ind 
the maidens and ladies who taunted me-"I bad, 
or can earily have, my revenge on them. But 
there is tme^ she added, looking upward, ^* who 
never taunted me; one whose generous feelings 
cdiild treat the poor dumb ^1 even as his sister ; 
who.never spoke word of her but it wais to excuse 
or defend — and you tdl me I must not love him, 
and that it is madness to love him f^-- 1 svifl be 
mad then, for I will love him till the latest bieath 
of my life T 

<^ Think but an instant, nlly girl<— sUly but 
in one respect, since in all others thou may^st 
brave the world of women. Think that I have 
proposed to thee, for the loss of tUs hopeless af- 
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fection, a career so brilliant ! — Think only that 
it rests with thyself to be the wife— the wedded 
wife— of the princely Buckingham ! With my 
talents — with thy wit and beauty^>— with his pas- 
sionate love of these attributes — a short space 
might rank you among England*s princesses. Be 
but guided by me — he is now at a deadly pass- 
needs every assistance to retrieve his fortunes—- 
above all, that which we alone can render him. 
Put yourself under my conduct, and not fate it- 
self shall prevent your wearing a Duchesses coro* 
net."" 

" A coronet of thistle-down, entwined with 
thistle^leaves,"^ said Zarah. <^ I know not a 
slighter thing than your Buckingham ! I saw him 
at your request-— saw him when, as a man, he 
should have shewn himself generous and noble— 
I stood the proof at your desire, for I laugh at 
those dangers from which the poor blushing wall- 
ers of my sex shrink and withdraw themselves* 
What did I find him ?•«-•« poor wavering volup- 
tuary-*-jiis nearest attempt to passion like the fire 
on a wretched stubble-field, that may singe in- 
deed, or smoke, but can neither wann nor devour. 
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Christian ! were his coronet at ray feet this mo-^ 
ment, I would sooner lift a crown of gilded gin* 
gerbread, than extend my hand to raise it^ 

'^ You are mad, Zarah— -with all your taste 
and talent, you are utterly mad ! But let Buck* 
ingham pass— Do you owe me nothing on this 
emergency ?«^Nothing to one who rescued you 
from the cruelty of your owner, the postinre-mas- 
ter, to place you in ease and affluence?^ 

** Chrisdan,*** die replied, ** I owe you much. 
Had I not felt I did so, I would, as I have been 
often tempted to do, have denounced thee to the 
fierce Countess, who would have gibbetted you 
on the feudal walls of Castle-Rushin, and Ud 
your heirs seek redress from the eagles, that 
would long idnce have thatched their nest with 
your hmr, and fed th^ young ospreys with your 
flesh.'* 

<' I am truly glad you have had so mudi for-* 
bearance for me,*^ answered Christian. 

*^ I have it, in truth and in sincerity,'' replied 
Zarah — ^^ Not for your benefits to me—such as 
they were, they were every one selfish, and confer* 
red from the most selfish coninderations. I have 
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oveqiaid them a thousand times by the devotion 
to your will, which I have displayed at the great- 
est personal risk. But till of late, I respected 
your powers of mind-— your inimitable command 
of passion — the force of intellect which I have 
ever seen you exercise over all others, from the 
bigot Bridgenorth to the debauched Bucking-* 
ham— -in that, indeed, I have rec(^ized my mas- 
ter.'^ 

^* And those powers,*" said Christian, <' are un- 
limited as ever ; and with thy assistance, thou 
shalt see the strongest meshes that the laws of 
civil society ever wave to limit the natural dig^ 
nity of man, I»:oke asunder like a spider^s web.V 

She paused, and answered, ^^ While a noble 
motive fired the&«*-ay, a noble motive, though ir- 
regular — for I was bom to gaze on the sun which 
the pale daughters of Europe shrink from-r*I 
could serve thee — I could have followed, while 
revenge or ambition had guided thee-— but love of 
medlihf and by what ineans acquired !— What sym- 
pathy can I hold with that ? — Wouldst thou not 
have pandered to the lust of the King, though 
the object was thine own orphan niece .'^-— You 
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smile ?-!-*Smile agun iwhen I ask you whether you 
ineai)t not my own prostitntibii, when you char- 
ged me to remain in the house of that wretched 
Buddngham ?— Smile at that question, and hy 
Heiairen I stab you to the heart. T^ And she 
thrusther hand.krto her bosom^ and.pgrtly shewed 
the hilt of a small poniard. 

^ And if I smile,^ said Christian, << it is but 
in scorn of so odious an accusation. Girl, I will 
not tcU thee the reason, but there exists not on 
earth tbe-fiivi^g thing over whose safety and ho- 
nour*! would keep watch as over thine. Bucking- 
ham's wife, indeed, I wished thee.; and through 
thy own 'beauty and thy wit, I ^ubted not to 
bring die match to pass.^ 

*' Vain flatterer,^ stud Zarah, yet seeming 
soothed even by the flattery which she scofled 
at, *< you would persuade me that it was ho- 
nourable dove which yoH expected the Duke was 
to have offered me. How durst you urge so 
gross a deception, to which time, place, and dr- 
cumstftBce, gave the lie ?-*-How darfe you now 
again mention it, when you well know, that at the 
time you mention, the Duchess was still in Me?^ 
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*< In life, but on her dea(h*bed,^ sud Chris- 
tian ; ** and for time, place, and circumstance, 
had your virtue, my Zarah, depended on these, 
how couldst thou have been the creature thou art ? 
I knew thee all-sufficient to bid him defiance*— 
else-^or Uiou art dearer to me. than thou think- 
est— ^I bad not risked thee to win the Duke of 
Buckingham ; ay, and the. kingdom of England 
to boot — So now, wilt thou be ruled and go on 
with me ?^ 

Zarah, cur Fenella, for cmr readers miist haTC 
been long aware of tbe identity of these two per- 
sonages, cast down her eyes, and was silent for a 
long time* *^ Christian,^ she said at last, in a so- 
lemn voice, .^* if my ideas of right and of wrong 
be wild and incoherent, I owe it, first, to the wild 
fever which jny native sun communicated to mj 
veins ; next, to my childhood, trained amidst the 
shifts, and tricks, and feats of jugglers and moun- 
tebanks; and then, to a youth of fraud and decep- 
tion, through the course thou didst prescribe me, 
in which I might, indeed, hear every thing,buta>m.- 
municate with no one. The last cause of my wild 
errors, if such they are, originates, O Christian, 
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with you done ; by whose uitrigues I was placed 
with yonder lady» and who taught me, that to re- 
▼enge my father'^s death, was my first great duty 
oa earth, and that I was bound by nature to hate 
and injure her by whom I was fed and fi>stered, 
though as she would have fed and caressed adog, 
or any other mute animal. I also think, for I 
will deal fairly with you, that you.bad not so easily 
detected your niece, in the child whose surpri- 
zing agility was making yonder brutal. mounte- 
bonk'^s fortune ; nor so readily induced him to 
part with his bond^islaYe;, had you not, for your 
own purposes, placed me under his charge, and 
reserved the privilege of churning me when you 
pleased. I could not, under any other tuition, 
have identified myself, with the personage of a 
mute, which it has been your desire that I should 
perform through life.^ 

^ You do me injustice, Zarah,^ said Christian 
•— ^^ I found you capable of discharging, to an un- 
common degree, a task necessary to the avenging 
of your father^'s death — I consecrated you to it, 
as I consecrated my own life and hopes ; and you 

13 
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hftld the duty sacred, till these mod feelings to- 
wards a youth who loves your cousin——" 

« Who— loves— s-my— cousin," repeated Za- 
rah, {for we will continue to call her by her real 
name,) dowly, and as if the words dropped un- 
consciously from her lips. *^ Well— »-be it so !— 
Man of many wiles, I will follow thy course for 
a little, a very little farther ; but take heed-*- 
teaze me not with remonstrances agiunst the trea^ 
sure of my secret thoughts— I mean my most 
hopeless affection to Julian Peveril-^-and bring 
me not as an assistant to any snare which you may 
design to cast around him. You and your Duke 
shall rue the hour most bitterly^ in wkich you 
provoke me. You may suppose you have me in 
your * power ; but remember the snakes of my 
burning climate are never so fatal as when yoii 
grasp them." 

. " I cafe not for these Peverils," said Christian— 
>^ Tcare not fbr their fate a poor straw, unless 
where it bears on that of the destined woman, 
whose haiMs are red in your fatherV blood. Be- 
lieve me, I can divide her fate and theirs. I will 
VOL. rr. s 
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nTplnTr to you how. And for Um Duke^ be m«f 
pass among Joaen of the town for wit^ and anK«^ 
soldidn for valour, among oourtieri for manners 
lind Soar datm ; and why, with his higb rank and 
immenae fortune^ you should tlirow aw^ay an op- 
portunity, wluch, SL9 I could Dow unprove it«--''*^ 

^< Speak l»t of it,"" said Zarah, '< if thou 
wdttldit have dur trtice^^remember it is no 
peae o " ify I say^ thou wouldat have our traee 
grar to be an hour old !^ 

] ^ This, then,^ Mid ChristiaD, with a last effort 
to work UpoU the vanity of thia nngular bei^g, 
^y is she who pretasded sueh superiority to hu*> 
man passion^ that she could walk itidiffereutly 
andunmoNred through the balla of the prospeiw 
ous^ and the priA>n cells of the captive^ unknow- 
iog[ and unknown-^sympathiiing neither with 
the pleasures of the one, nor the woes of the 
other, but advancing with wlre^ though £[ent 
steps^ her own plans, in despite tmd rqpodless 
of either T 

*< My own plans T said Zarah^*^^ Tbif fdaaa, 
(3mltiaD«'-«thy plan^ of extorthig from the 0ur« 
prised prisoners meana whereby to convict them 
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-^thitte,^ii>platiiv fOftn«^ willi tlMsfe tilor^{]^d^^' 
All thttti thpdtf t0 Mund metA) s^i^ts, Ktid b}r 
using th«ftt as matter of iK^usaftton, fa k^{> tip' 
the great delusion of the nation."** • 

^ Such aocestf. wa» indeed giteii you as my 
ageot^^' said Christian^ *^ Md fof adviancbg k 
gnkt national ebtfnge* B^t how did you li^ ift ? 
--^ fldrimce yoftrcwii insane paissfon.*^ 

^« Insmer said Zarab-t-*^ Had he t>^ leStf 
titan Insane \9th0in I add[r0Med, h^ and I had et6 
now beeii far fimn tb^ toils Whieli you H^li 
pitched for us both. I had stteAis pripai^ed' fbf 
e^ery thing ;t«nd 4Yif tUs^ the sbtfiret^ dP BHt^n 
had been lost to our sight fW eV«*-* • 

** The miserable dwarf, too,^ said Christian — 
** Was it worthy of you to delude that poor 
creature with flattering visi(»s — ^luU him asleep 
with drugs ? Was that my doing ?" 

" He was my destined tool," said Zarah, 
haughtily. ** I remembered your lessdns too well 
not to use him as such. Yet scorn him not too 
much. I tell you, that yon very miserable dwarf, 
whom I made my sport in the prison,— yon 
wretched abortion of nature, I would select for a 
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husbaad^ ere I wOfiild auurry your Buckingham ; 
—-the ysim and imb^e pigmjr has yet the wann 
h^rt aod noble feelings; that a man shauld hold 
his highest honour*'** 

^^ In God^s name, then, take your own way,** 
s^d Christian; .^' and» for my sake, let'ne^er 
man hei^eafter limit a woman in the use of her 
tongue, fflnoe he mufit make it- amply up to her, 
in allowing her the privilege of her own'wilL 
Who would Jbavle thought it P But <tbe colt baa 
slipped the bridle, atid I must needs follow,^ since 
I cannot ^uidcriifir*^ i 

Our narrative returns to the court of Sjng. 
Charles, at Wluteball. 
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What shalll fay to thee, Losd Scroop ; thou cruel,' ' 
lBgrateful,.taviige» a^dinhviilaJB eteatnal 
Thou that didst bear the key of all my ooonseb. 
That kuew'st the Vezy bottom of my soul, 
That alinqst might'st have coiii'd me; into gold, 
Would'st thou have practised on me for thy use ? 

Benrp F. 



At do period of his Itfd, not eivdx when that 
Ule.waB in eminent danger, did the constitutboal 
gaie^.of Chiarles seetot fnore ^overcbuded, than 
wbm, nwtifigfor the return of Chinch with the 
Duke o£ Bnckinghain,. > Hid wiildBeyolted at tfa& 
idte^' that, the parson to wb<«di h^.lml been m 
pjartieiflairly indulgent, and whom .be had selectisd 
aa the friend of faw lighter bdura and amvoseinenHa, 
flhbuld prove oapahk of haying tainpered widi^A 
plot af]^ent}y <&eetedig»inst bi» liberty andJifej 

Qe^non^ithan oncejetMHiised tbedwiirf «<^v> bi^t 
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could extract nothiog more Uian his first narra- 
tive contained* The apparition of the female to 
him in the cell of Newgate, he described in such 
fanciful and romantic colours, that the King 
could not help thinking the pocnr man''s head a 
little turned ; aqd^B nodpsgrwu^'fi^und in the ket- 
tledrum, and other musical instruments brought 
for th^ iise of the t>uke*s band of ibreign^rs, he 
nourished 96mm ^ight hope, thai'lh^ whokf plan 
might be dtl^r a m^e je^t, or ibat the idea of 
an actual 'eonspiracjr was founded in miseake. 

T,he persons who had been dispatched to watdi 
the motionsof Mr Weiver^scongregation, brought 
back mM diatdisy JM qiiiddy dufifned. ..It 
itfUBifaioWB^ at ^t&e ^sama ^i^ooBj that 'they hactmei) 
in fufqis, but >lhiB aagvreil «> partioiJatt doiriga 
at iLggnsAmi*$^ A lime when all trae dPratssstiuita 
eoiicdiviMl dieiBMires ittldan{^<of inhnediatefliiasl 
sacre ; ^hm tlM^ fiitbeis ef the<^y had r^peatadty 
eali^d^mtlhe ^vua BJBiids» as^'alwned Aie d& 
aekurof Lo&don, under the idte of ai instaat in^ 
ttin^eeticHtiof the Cathoilcs; aDdirb^^ topiMtchie 
whole u^j <m the ^etiaphatic words of an ttMtinnaii 
6f the^y, there wasii giiiend behaf tkat they 
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woutd tfll iw$km some tiiihftppy morniiig with 
theirthfoats cut. Who was to ^6 these dit^ deeds, 
it'mhs tnoredrflltftiltto suppose; but all admitted 
the possibility that they might be achieved, since 
one Jilstice of Peace was already murdered. There 
was, therefore, itt> inferenee of hostile intcBtions' 
against the State, to be decidedly derived from 
a congtegatioh of Protestants par eaeeUencej mu 
Htary trcftii old aseociations, bringing their arms 
with them to a place of worship, in tlie midst of 
a pftdic so utiiven«}. 

Neither did the violent language of th^ minister, 
sUppoang that to be pnyved, absdutely infer me- 
ditated violence. The favourite parables of the 
pi^eachers, and the metaphors and ormmients 
which they selected, were at all times of a miH- 
tary cast; and the takhig the kingdom of hea- 
ven by storm, a strong and beautiful metaphor^ 
when used generally, as in Scripture, was detail- 
ed in their sermons in aD the technical language 
dfthe attack and defence of a fortified place. The 
danger, m short, whatever might have been its 
actual degree, had disappeared as suddenly as a 
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bubble ufmn the water, when broken by « Mmal 
touch, and had left as little trace behiiid it. * It 
becatne, therdTore, matter of much doubt, wbe^ 
ther it ^had eittr actually existed. 

While various reports were making from with* 
out, and while their tenor was discussed by the 



Sang, and such nobles and statesmw as he thought, 
proper to consult on the occasion,^ gradual sad- 
ness and anxie^ mingled with, and finally silen- 
ced, the mirth of the evening. All beottne sensiU^ 
that something unusual was gcMngforward ; and 
the unwonted distance which Charles maintaiiied 
from his guest^ while it added greatly to the duU 
ness that began to predominate in the pres^ace. 
chamber, gave intimation that somedung un- 
usual was labouring in the King's mind.- 

Thus play was neglected— *the musio was si- 
lent^ or played without . being heard— -gal^anU 
ceased to make compliments^- and ladies to ex- 
pect them ; and a.sort of apipreh&mve curioBitj 
pervaded the circle. Each asked the t>then why 
they were grave ; and no answer was returned, 
any more than could have bctti' rendered by a 
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beod 9I ciitUd ]||8tinctivdy disturbed by the ap* 
proA^h of n ibunder-^ICNrm. 

To add to the gimeral ^preheiwiop) it b^gau 
to be whispered, that pne or two. of the g;Me8t8, 
who w^ie desirous of leaving the pajace, had beea 
infioiiQed noioiie ^spuld be permitted to retire untiyir 
the general hour ef dismissal. And these^ gliding 
bfKl^ into the h^l, comnmnjrared joiwhispers that 
tb0 c^tinels at the gate werf) dpubl^d, and that 
there was a troop of the ^orse Guards drawn up 
in the; cpgrtT'^wpuBVitanrRs so up^sual as to ex-« 
fi\e the most anxious curipsitj* . . 
. 3uoh w|UL the state of the court, whQP:^h^4 
w^^ .heard .without, and, the .hustle which took 
plaoe^deiif]^ the arriyal. of 9omq persgi^ of ccH)$e: 
quence* r- • :, -. < • ' . /..-'.:. 

, f ; *? Her^. covim ChiffiPQb,'' said the King, " with 
bis p>:*y ii^ hig dutch." , l. ' 

, It: waig^ indeed ;th(^XHike of Buckingbatai; jm 
did/b^-^tpir^tGieh.the rpyal.preoence without emo? 
ti^n. . Om jittering the court, the Itanib^ata 
which wtve.borqe around thiQ cckrriage. Reamed 
im Ibei ficarlet floats, laced bate» and drawn htp^A^ 
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BitwH dt the Hbrte Guafd^— ^ oght unusiMi, 
and calculated to strike terror into a ^onsdisnte 
y/AAch was none of the clearest 

' The Duke alighted from the carnage, ami 
only said to l3ie oflioer, Whom be sair UfiMtdoty,' 
^ Yoo ave late under arms tiMught, Captain 
Carleton.^ 

^ Sudi are onr otden, sir,^ answered Caai^ 
ton, with military brerity ; and then commanded 
the four dismounted centinels at the undei* gute 
to make way fer the Duke of Bnekinghain. His 
Grace had no sooner entered, timn he heard be^ 
hind him the eommatnd, '^ Move dose up, sen- 
tinds— cbser yet to the gnte.^ And he fAt as'if 
aH chance of rescue were exehided by the sound; 

As he advanced up the grand stair-case, theup 
were other symptoms of ailarm and precaution. 
The Yeomen of the Guard were mustered in 
unusual numbers, and carried carabines instead 
of their balberts ; and the GenHemen Pessioiiei^ 
wMi <diar partizMs, appeared Ao m profMri 
tienal Ibite. In short) nil tfaiit 9cH <tf ^defence 
wUdi the royal hoiisehold p oss es se s witbia iu 
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to baiF« h»2» plai)^ uad^ir fttrmfiy .tod q|MaidiHf • 
BuckinghMti aae^nded tbe royal iliib^e^e witli 
an eye attentive to these prepar^HamSj^ a^ «,»tep 
bh^j and. daw» 4s it he cDuHited eaab fil^p on 
wbkJi h^ Ccadb* ^' Who^'' ih^ osked hlnlettU) 
^< Bball iDsore ChrlsiiaH'S' fidelity f Let him IhiA 
ytandfaait^Aiid'we areseeur^. OtbwWis^— **^^' 
As he shaped the alternative^ he entered the 

V The King Jttood in the midit of the apa^U 
mevity sufroiioded by tbe fMr»ooages. with whom 
be had been ccmsulting* The rest of the bnt 
littit assembly^ ecattered xnitQ groups, lotd^ed on 
at fiome di^aace. All wer^ silent when Buel^ 
inghani enl^d^ ih hopes ^. Deoeiybg isome ec*. 
planation of tfae.mystcxies of tbeieiveiuBgk All 
bent forward, though etiquette forbedechem to 
advafaoev to catch, if .possible^' eookethiag of what 
wias about to pasa betwixt- thetJCing oiid his ba^ 
trigoiDg statesman. . At the saaie timey thcCMr 
comseikHni who stood alround Charles^ drew' haeki 
on eitfaer aide, so ad to pernsl; the Dtiketo pay 
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Us respects ti> his Majesty in the mual form. He 
neDt through Ae cerenuNual with his accustomed 
grace, bat was recdved by Charles with much 
unwonted gravity. 

** We have waited fc»* you ior some tune, my 
Lord Duke. It is long since Chiffiach left us, to 
]*equest your attendance here. I see you are da- 
boratdy dressed. Your tcnlette was needless on 
die present occasion.^ 

« Needless to the splendour of your Majesty'^s 
courf:,^ said the Duke ; <' but not nieedless on 
my part. This chanced to be Black Monday at 
Yatk Plate, and my 'dub of Pendabks were in 
full' glee wh^ your Majesty'^s summons arrived* 
I could not be in the company of Ogle, Mani- 
due, Dawaon, and so forth, bui what I must 
iieieds makesorae preparaticm, and some ablution, 
ere eniering the drde here.^ 

^^ I trust the puxification will be complete,* 

said die King, withoutany tendency to the smile 

which always softened features, that, ungilded by 

its influence, Were dark, hursh, and even severe. 

** We wished to ask your Grace concerning the 

import of a 8or^of musical mask which you de- 
is 
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Agned us here, but which miicamed, as we are 
given to understand;^ 

^^ It must have been a great miscarriage in- 
deed,^ said the I>ake, *^ since your Majesty 
lockti so serious oii it. t thought to have^ d<me 
your Majesty a pleasure, (as I have seen you 
condescend to be pleased with such passages^) 
by sending the cont^ts of that bass-vior; but I 
fear the jest has been unacceptable^^! fSbar t|ie 
firiB^woirks may hare done misdiief.^ 

^^ Not the mischief they were designed for^ 
perhaps,^ . said the King, gravely ; -^ you see, 
my lord, we are ail alive^ and unsinged.^ 

^* Long may your Majesty remain so,*** said 
the Duke ; . ^' yet I see that :there is something 
nusconstrui9d'.on my jmrt^t must be a matter 
unpardonable, however iittle intended, ance it 
hath di^ieased so indulgent a 'master.^ < • \ 
: *' Too indulgent a master, indeed, Bucking- 
ham,^^ replied the King ; '* and the friiit of my 
Indulgioioe has beat to change loyal mezi into 
traitor^.'' ' ' , ,, ,, . 

** B((ay it please your Majefl^y, I cannot undev^ 
stand this,"^ laid the Puke»^; ' . 
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Sa6 nvKmiJL of Tiuc< rxAx^ 

*' and we will endeavour to cKplwh our:meaD>« 

Atteadedfagr the sane. k)Mks^wh6 stood ^dunfl 
biBiy iind folWed by die Dfuke of Budcn^hian; 
^B whom all eye^ wei^e jfixed, Charles t^tired into 
the same caMiiet which had been tHe soeiie of 
Repeated consultatiohs'in the course bf theiereiu 
rag. Tkere, leanizig with his arms crbsEJed cm* the 
back of an ehiy ebair, Gharles proceeded ta in* 
tecto^te th]^ suspected 'noUeman; 
/ ^^ Let tis be plain with each 6thbr« Spe^k out, 
Buckingham. WIm^ in inie word, was to hate 
been the regale intended for u» this evening f^ 

*^ A petty mask, my knrd.' I hdd destkied a 
IHtle dancing-gild t&oome ant of thart^ instriff* 
nent, who, I thought,! would have j^rfortned to 
your Majesty^s likxng*«*-it fbw Chinese fiif^worit^ 
there- w«re, wUch, diinkiog the esntertaiam^nt 
was kr have taken place ill tfte ' marUe baU^ 
might, I hoped, have been disdiargidd widi good 
eflfect, and without the slightest alarm, At the 
(kA q>peanBioe of aiy fittk tkmmt^ and were 
deigned to have maiil^ed, as it wtere, her en- 
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tra^Upe upm the >tag9, I hope ihete hnmebeuk 
no peruijueft singedr-— tio ladies fiightened^^no 
hopes of noble descent interrupted^ by my ilU 
lancied je9t P"^ , 

<^ We have seen no such firewworks^ my lord; 
and your' female dancer, of whom we now hear 
for the first time^ came forth in the form of our 
old acquaintance Geoffrey Hudson^ whose dan- 
cing days are surely ended."" 

*' Your Majesty surprises me ! I beseech you^ 
let Cbristian b? sent for-*«'Edward. Christian — 
be will be found lodging in a large . old house 
new Sharper the cutler'^s^ in the Sljrand* As I 
live by brelbd^ sire^ I trusted him with the ai> 
rtogement of this matter^ as indeed the dancing- 
girl was his property. If he has done aught to 
(i^shonour my concert, or diq^arage my charac- 
ter, he shall die under the baton.^ 

^* It is singular,^ siii^ the King, *^ and I have 
often observed it, that thisfc^w Christian beats 
the blame of all mm^ enormitte&*-ohe perfdrms 
the part which, in a great family, is usually as- 
signed to that mischief^oing personage, Nobody. 
When Cbiffineh blunders, he always qaotes 
Christian. When Sheffield writes a lampoon, 1 



£88 ncvsaiL of tme vi^ax. 

am save to faear of Cbnstian t^aving oorrteted, or 
oo]Hed, or dispersed it — ^be iB the ame 4amnSe of 
€yiery one aboat my court — ^the iscape-goat, who is 
to carry away all their iniquities ; and he will have 
a cniel load to bear into the wilderness. But for 
Bucki]^am'*s sins, inporocular^he is the regular 
and uniform qxnisor ; and I am conTineed his 
Grace expects Cbnstian should suffer every pe^ 
nalty which he has incurred in this world or the 
jiext.** ' ' . • 

' << Not 8o/ with die deepest reveraioe replied 
the Duke. *^ I have no hope of being either 
hanged or damned by pr^xy ; but it is dear SKMne 
<me Imth tampered with and ahered my device. 
Jf I am accused of aught, let me at least hear the 
^htatge^ and see my accuser.^ 
. '< That is but fiur,"" said the Emg. '' Brii^ 
our little friend from behind the chimney 4)bard. 
£Hudsmi bei{]^ accordingly produced, heconti- 
^u^.]] There stands the Ddke of Buckingham. 
,J9^f t before him the tale you told us. Let him 
Jbear what were those oontents of the bass-viol, 
.wbieh were ronoved that you might enter it 
Be not .afraid <^ any one, but sqpeak the truth 
bpldly.'' : ^ 
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^' May it please your Majesty y"" said Hudson, 
^^ &ar is a thing unknown to me.**^ 

^f His body has no room to hold such a pas* 
sion ; or there is too Uitle of it to bp worth fear- 
ing for,'' saidQuckingbam — ^^ Butlet him c^ak^"^ 

Ere Hudson bad complejted bis tale, Bupking- 
bam ioteiTupted bim by /^xdainiing, ^^ Is it po^^ 
am>Ie tiM I cao b^ suspecl^ by yput Miyesty on 
the w^rA of this pitiful vari^ty of ^l?o baboon 
tribe?'' 

^* Villain-Lord, I appeal thee to the combat i" 
said the little man, highly offended at the appfiU 
lation tbua be$tpwed on him* 

" La yow there »ow T said the Duke—" Tlwe 
fittle animal is quite cra^^, and defies a man who 
need sissk no other ffireapon than a eprking-pin ^ 
run hvai through tb^ lungs, and whom single kkk 
eould hoi^ him from Doyjer to Cal^^s mtbwt 
yacht or wfaerry> And what ^can you wp<3c| 
frona an idiot, who ia engon^ pf a mmmp^ dm- 
eing-gurl, tba^ capered 094 p«^l^d)readj|):ISrbaal 
in Flanders, unle6$ tbey w^r^ tf^ dub th^r taleii^i^ 
to aet up a booth at ]||artholom^wrF|U|^ ^'nnrlB it 
opt plain, that 4^ppo$iag (the little anima} is i^i 
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flMdicious, as indeed bis whole kind bear a gene«> 
ral and most cankered malice againfiit those who 
have the ordinaiy proportions of humanity — 
Grant, I say, that this were not a malicioas false- 
hood ci his, why, what does it amonnt to ?-^ 
That he bas mistaken squibs and Chinese erack« 
ers /or arms I He says not he himself touched 
or handled them ; and judging by the sight afebe,* 
' I question if the infirm old creature, when any 
whim or preconception hath posses^onof his nod-* 
die, can distinguish betwixt a blundarbuss aiid a 
Uack pudding.^ 

The horrible clamour which the dwarf made 
so soon as he heard this disparagement of his mi- 
litary skill — the haste with which he blundered 
out a detail c^ his warlike experiences— and the 
absurd grimaces which fae made in order to en- 
force his story, provoked not only the rinbility of 
Charles, but even of the statesmen around him, 
and added absurdity to the motley oomjrfexion of 
the scene. The King terminated this dispute, by 
commanding the dwarf to withdraw. 

A mone regular discussion of his evidence was 
then resumed, and Ormond was the first wh<^ 
pointed out, that it went farther than had^li^Mi 
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nolioed^ sauce the £ttle num. had meataaued a 
certain extraordinary and treasonable converaa- 
^ tion held by, the Duke> dependentji^ by whom 
he had been oonyeyed to- the palaoe. 

'* I am sure not to laick my Lord of OnBioiid*s 
good word,^ said the Dnke^ scornfully ; -^^ butl 
defy him alike, and all my other, enemiea, and shall 
find it easy to show tbat> this alleged conspicacy, 
if any grounds for it at. jail exist, is a mere sham- 
plot, got up to turn the odium justly attached to 
the.Fapiats upon the Protestanta Here is a half- 
hanged creature, who, on the very day he escapes 
from the gaUows, which many beUeve was his 
most deserved destiny, comes to take away the 
reputation of. a Protestant Peer— and, on what? 
r^on the tiieasonable conversation of three or four 
.Geirman fiddlers, heard through the souod^holes. 
of a violoncello, and that,, too^ when the creature 
was incased in it, and mounted on a man^ shouU 
deral The urchhi, teo^ in repeating their Ian* 
guage, shews he understands German as little as 
my horse does ; and if he did rightly hear, truly 
comprehend, and accurately report, what they 
saidy stiU is my honour to be touchjed by the 
laqgvage held by such persons as these are^ with 
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-'whom IhBtre fieveri$omi)Hitiicirted,^)ili6rwlMtlian 
'mtfk do^vith 4ho9e of their cftlli&g «Qd isa^Mi^ ? 
^ -^ParAoi>iiie, «m| tf I pf^sume to ttiy, Aat the 
profound stat^oMn ^/Ar& enietLvmaeA to ^KaAe tile 
Popisli <»nspii^ftey by die pfietended Meal-tub 
Pldt, vA)L tidte Sttfe fiMNre credk by fheir^- 
'liientA stout Mdleftand^ocNMencB:^ 
* Th^ asristattt oounseltors looked at eadmtfaer; 
•m/d -OharleB turned on his iieei, and walked 
'tbrougli iht room with long stepa. 
- At^ii» fperkxi^be F^veiils, father a:yi mni, were 
tnpiioaneed to hare Teacbed the palaoe, and were 
ordered krto the «x>y«l pnesence. 

These gentienen kai receiTed the toy id maa- 
dilffe'at«sMMnentofg*«fttnitei3e0t. After b^g 
diflmkiMd frdtn tbeir eonfinenent by Ae elder 
Sridgenordi, in the^manttEa* and upon the teraia 
ifttMb die reider must hare gathered fton the 
eoturersaffeion «f the letter with Cbritf^an, ihef 
reaehed the lodgings of Lady Peveril, who d^ma/b^ 
ed tfeeiti' wUh joy, mingled with leTvor and. wtu 
octftiintty. fE^ <aews of the acquittal had reaeh$ii 
hf^tby the eser^ns 'of -the ifkithful Lanee Ott^ 
ranft, ^t ber nfind iMd^iieen sinee hafmmedbf 
the long delay of th^ir appeafanee, and mtnours- 
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rf di^tttBbttieet whidi had l^a pbw* iu^ FkeW 
Street luid in the Sttaftd. 

When thd firat nptaraus niBetiiig wa» cvrer, 

Lftd J Feveril^ with an anxious kwk towandl her 

fon^ a» if reoottmendiog eaxklioii, said ahd waa 

now abdut to preaent lo him the daughter of «a 

old friend, whom he had never (tkei» waa WMf»>^ 

pbaas on the word) saan belbre* ^^TU»yomg 

lady,^ aha ooQtn»tt«d|, ^^ wias the only dbUd of C^ 

lonel Mitfordy in North Wales, wh^ had s^t hor. 

to remain undtir her gmardiandiip for w interval,, 

finding himaelf itnequal Uk at^empi tb^: U^k of 

her education.^ 

« Ay, ay," said Sir Geofrey^ ^^Disk Mi*ffd 
must be old now*^b€)yond the thjCees^iCHre wA 
ten, I think. He wm no chicken, thou|}h H Qocjc 
of the game, wbm he joined the Mar^uif of 
Hertford at Nampiwiph Mrith two Ixun4re4 w^4 
Welch«)eii.^^nBefoEe Geoige^ Juliaq, I love thiMj 
girl OS if she wits my own flesh and blood ! La4y 
Peveril would never have got thrpugii thift work 
without her; and JAfk. Mitford se^t.-me 9, fjipu- 
sand pieces, too, in eKoellent timet ^b^^ t^w^ 
was scarce a crosa to k^ep the devil fr^W 4ll1v^¥W 
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in our pockets, mudi more for these Utw-idciiigB* 
I used it without scruple, for there is wood ready 
to be cut at Martiodale when we get down there, 
and Dick Mitford knows I would have done the 
Kke for him. Strange that he should have been 
the only one of roy Mends to reflect I might 
want a jRsw pieces.^ ' 

Whilst Sir Geoffrey thns run on, the mee^^ 
betwixt Alice and Julian Peverii was accora- 
pUshed, without any particular notice on his adc, 
except to say, '* Sass her, Julian— -4is8 her. What 
the devil, is that the way you learned to accost a 
lady at the Isle of Man, as if her lips were a red-* 
hot horse-dioe ? — ^And do not you be offended,tny 
pretty one ; Julian is naturally bashful, and has 
been bred by au old lady, but you will find him, 
by and by, as gallant as thou hast found mey 
my princess. — ^And now. Dame Feveril, to din- 
ner, to dinner ! — the old fox must have his beOy* 
timber, though the hounds have been after him 
the whole day.'* 

Lance, whose joyous congratulations were 
next to be imdergone, had the consideration to 
cut them short, in ord^ to provide a plain but 
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hearty meal firom the next cookVshop, at which 
Julian sate like one enchanted, betwixt his misf 
tress and his mother. He easily conceived that 
the last was the confidential friend tb. whom 
Bridgenorth had finally committed the charge of 
his daughter, and his only anxiety jdow was« to 
anticipate the confusion that was likely, to arise 
mhen her real parentage wa&made known to his 
fiither. Wisely, however, he suffered not these 
antidpations to interfere with the delight of his 
present situation, in the oourse.of which, many 
slight but delightful tokens of recognition were 
exchanged, without censure, under the eye of 
Lady Peveril, under cover of the boii^terous mirth 
of the old Baronet, who spoke for .two, eat for 
fbiir, and drank wine for half a dozen. Hi^ pro* 
gress in the latter exerci3e might have proceeded 
rather too far, had he not been interrupted by a 
gentleman bearing the King^s orders, that he 
should instantly attend upon the presence at 
Whitehall, and bring his son along with him. 

Lady FeveriLwas alarmed, and Alice grew 
pale with sympathetic anxiety; but the old 
Knight, who never saw more than what lay 
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Struct before him, set it down to the King^ 
hasty anxiety to ongratulate him on his escape; 
an interest on his Majesty'^s part which he con« 
stdered by no means extravagant^ oonsdous thilt 
it was reciprocal on his own ade. It came updn 
him, indeed, with the more joyful surprise, that 
he had received a previous hint, ere he left the 
eourt of justice, that it would be prudent in him 
to go down to Martindale before presenting hinu 
self at court,— a restriction which he supposed as 
repugnant to bis Majesty'^s feelings as it was to 
his own* 

While he consulted with Lanoe Outraas about 
cleaning his bilff^belt and sword-hilt, as well as 
time admitteidl, Lady Peveril had the means to 
give Julian niore distinct information^ that Alice 
was under her protection by her fiither^s authori- 
ty, and with his consent to their union, if it could, 
be accomplished. She added, that it was her de* 
tennination to employ the mediation ci the Cotm- 
tess of Derby, to overcome the obstacles which 
might be foreseten on the part of ^ GecrfSrey. 
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CHAPTER XIII, 

4 

In the King's name. 

Let fall your 9W0cdf and daggeis ! 

Critic. 

. When the fiiliber and son entered the enbinet 
of audie&ce, it was easily viidble that Sir Qeotkey 
had obeyed the aumiiicais as he would have done 
the tiumpet's eall to horse^ and his disheretUed 
grey locks and half-arranged dress, though ibey 
showed zeal and haste, such as he would have 
used when Charles I« called him to attend a codn- 
eil of war, seemed XBther indecoiDUs m a pacific 
diawii^-room. He paused at the door of the ca- 
fainet, but when die 'King called on him to ad* 
vance, came hastily fbrwardi^ with every feeling of 
his earlier and kter life afloat and contencbig in 
his memory, threw himself on his knees before th^ 
King, seized his hand, and, without even bxl effi»rt 

7 
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to gpeak, wept aloud. Charles, who generally fdt 
deeply so long as an impressive olgect was befinre 
his eyes, indulged for a moment the old man^s 
nature.— -^^ My good SirGeofBrey,^ he said, ^^ you 
have had some hard measure ; we owe you amends, 
and wiU find time.to pay o^ debt'*' 

No suffering — ^no debt,^ said the old man ; 
I cared not what the rcgues said of me — I knew 
they could never get twelve honest fellows to be- 
lieve a word of dieir most daamable lies. I did 
kntg to beat them when they called me traitor to 
your Migesty — that I confess — ^But to have such 
an early opportunity of paying mjp duty to your 
Majesty overpays it alL The . vilhuns weidd have 
persuaded m^ I ou|^t not to come to court-* 

The Duke of Qrmond perceived that the King 
cdoured much ; for in truth it was from the court 
that the private intimation had been given to Sor 
Geoffirey to go down to the country, without ap* 
pearing at Whitehall; and he, moreover, sus- 
pected that the jolly old Knighthad not risen from 
his dinner altogether dry-.li^ped, after the fatigues 
of a day so agitating. — ^^ My old friend,'" he whia- 
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pered, ^^ you totget that your son is to be present- 
ed^pormit me to have that honour.'" 
• « I crave your Grace^s pardon humbly,'* said 
Sir Geoffirey, ^^ but it is an honour I design fixr 
myself, as I apprehend no one can so utterly sur- 
render and deliver him up to his Migesty'^s service 
as the father that b^ot him is entitled to do. — 
Julian, come. forward, and kneel.— Here he is, 
please your Majesty — Julian Peveril— a chip of 
the old block-^-as stout, though scarce so tall a 
tree, as the old trunk when at the freshest. Take 
him to you, sir, £or a faithfiil servant, a vendre 
et a pendrCj as the French say ; if he fears fire 
or steel, axe or gallows, in your Majesty's service, 
I renounce him— ^he is no son of minerr^I disown 
him, and he may go to the Isle of Mim, the Ide 
of Dogs, or the Isle of Devils, for what I care." 
Charles winked to Ormond, and having, with 
'his wonted courtesy, expressed Ms thorough con*- 
viction that Julian would imitate the loyalty of 
his ancestors, and especially of his fkther, added, 
that he believed his Grace of Ormond had some- 
thing to communicate which was of consequence 
to his service. Sir GeoflSrey made his military re- 
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y^nfoot al thif hint, «nd mttrdMd tff in the ifsr 
of the Duke, who {ncooeeded to inquire M Ubi 
OMM»niiB|; the eventiof the ihj. CSiailes^ in the 
meanwhile, having, in the ftrsl phwe, ascettabied 
fajr a few qoeBtknie that the tan was not in the 
same genial ooncition with the ftther, denumdU 
ed andMsdvedirom him a praise aocxHmtdTaU 
the proceedings aubteqnent to the triaL 

Julian, irith the phdnnesa and precisiiin whidi 
fiueh a Bubject demanded, when treated in ndi a 
ptesenoe, narrated aU that had happned^ down to 
the entnmce of Bri^north ; and big Majesty was 
•o much pleased with his manner, that be oongra* 
tulated Arlington on thsr having gained the eiri. 
denoe of at least one man of sense to tiiese dark 
and myBtcrioos events. Butwh^Bridgenorthwas 
faronght upon the soeni^ JiiHan hesitated to bo- 
stow a name upon him ; and although he mention- 
ed the diapel which he had seen filled with men 
in arms, and the violent language of the preacher, 
be added, with earnestness, that notwithstanding 
all this, the men departed without coming to any 
extremity, and had all left the place before his fii^ 
ther and he were set at liberty. 




. « »• 
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' *< And y4)u r^nmd ipifaicly to your dinner ia 
Fleet-Street, young man,^ said the King, aevaiB' 
ly, <^ widiouJt giying m nuigiatifite notiee of the 
dingtrow mectiiig vhidi irm hold in the vieinity 
of out palace, and who did not ocmcBal their in- 
tcnilMi of proceecKng to exireiaitiea P^ 

Peyefil bhidied and was aiknt. The King 
frowned, and stepped aside to onnnranifiate with 
Omoid, who edited that the father se^mod to 
h«9& imown nothing of tht matter. 

^^ And the son, I am sorry to say,**, aaid tha 
King, >^ aeema more UBwil&g to sp^diotmth 
than I jBhonld hare eqweted. We hare iril va^ 
lieiy of evidence m this singnlar inYestagatiQarrTa 
mad witnaas lihe the idwai^ a dir'^ yh 4ip wiIimbs 
Ube die fiither, and bow a dumb witoesfim^ Young 
man,'^ ho ctaMnmcd^ addreasiiig Jadiany ^^ your 
behaviour ia lesa Aank than I easfecUAfwm jma 
fiidiierlB aon. I muBt know who this peBBaai is with 
wfaoaa you hnU aach fimfiUar •nmrco^rse'Ti y a u 
knowhim, I: pnyiwrnhF" 

Jflhan ocdiBovk^Bid that lia did, iait, kneelnig 
on one Jmiee, eiMaaaiod his Majeaty^a foi^venaas 
fiir coaoealing kia oame ; ^^ he had haen Aeoii^ 
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he nid, ^^ fiom ius coiifiiie«ieiil» on promuing to 
thateffecf* 

" That was a promue made, bj your own ac- 
count, under compuhdon,^ answered the King, 
^ and I cannot authoiue your keeping it ; it is 
your duty to speak the truth— <-if you are afraid 
of Budungham^ the Duke shall withdraw*^ 

^^ I hare no reason to fear the Duke of JBock- 
ingham,'' said FeTeril ; '^thatlhadanaffiarwidi 
oneof hishousehfdd wasthenuufsownfimlty and 
notmine.^ 

<< Oddsfishr add the King, '< the light htffnM 
to break in on me— ^I thought I remembered thy 
physiognomy. — ^Weit thou not the yery fellow 
whom I met at ChiflBnch^s yonder nuxming?*-* 
The matter eacuped me since ; but now I recdU 
kct thou saidst then, that thou wert the son of 
that jolly old three-botde Baronet yonder.^ 

'^ It is true,^ said Julian, ^^ that I met your 
Majesty at Master CliiffindiX and I am afraid 
had the misfortune to displease you ; but ^ 

*^ No more of that, youi^ man— 410 more' of 
that-*ButI recollect you had wkh you that beau* 
tifid daadi^ syren«--BuckinghaBi; I will hold y ou. 
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gold to silver, Ant she was the intended tenant of 
that bass-fiddle ?" 

" Your Majesty has rightly gaessed it,'' said 
the Duke; '^ and I suspect she has put a trick 
upoK me, by substituting the dwarf in her jdaoe ; 
for Christian thinks ^ 

^^ Danm Christian f" said the King hastily-— 
^^ I wish they would bring him hither, that uni- 
versal referee-'^T-And as the wish was uttered. 
Christian's arrival was announced. ^^ Let him at- 
tend," said the King : ^^Buthark — athoughtstrikes 
me.'^Here, Master Peveril-^yonderdancingmaid- 
en, that introduced you to us by the singular agi- 
lity of her performance, is she not, by your ac- 
count, a dependant on the Countess of Derby P'' 

♦* I have known her such for years," answered 
JulianI 

^^ Then will we call the Countess hithar," said 
the King: ^* It is fit we should learn who this lit- 
tle fiury really is; and if she be now so absolute- 
ly at the beck of Buckingham, and this Master 
Christian of his — why, I think it would be but 
charity to let her ladyship know so much, since I 
question if she will widi, in that case, to retain her 
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iH her semce. Besides,"^ he c^Kdtimxed, sptfaUn^ 
apart, ** this JuUan, to whom suqpiekm attaehea 
in thesd matters fiKim his obatmate ailenea, is also 
of th^ Oounteas'ii hooadiold. We will off liia 
Matter to the hottom, and do jnalice to alL^ 

The Countess of Derby, hasdly summoned, 
ent$*ed the toyal lAoset at one doot, joat or Chris- 
tiM alid Zamh, or Feoidla, were ushered in by 
die<ydier. The old Sni^ of Martimfale, vfao 
had eie this Tetnmed to the pieaenoe, vaa aonoe 
eontroUedy^even 1^ the signs wtadi she maSt^ so 
muA «»s JiedesiiDnsef goeetbighiBeidfiiend; 
hipt at Cteiaond laid itldnd lestniaiDg haiHl j^^ 
his ttrm^ he was paosrafled jsb to sb sdH. . 

'The Coontees, after a deq» levereiioe te.lhe 
King, aelmowledged Ae rest of the noyfity pre- 
sent by a slighter reverence, smiled to JuliaaPe- 
iriril, amd keked with sarpiise^ &e vnexjpected 
appttition of Fenclla. Baekingham Ut his Jip, 
Ar he saw the introdnctien of I'ady Deihy was 
likeiy to eonfuae and ^hml cnrery prepasathm 
mbHA' he 'had arranged for his defence; and he 
stele ia glaoee at Chriat||sn, vhoseeye, wfaw ftced 
on the Conntess, eesumed the deadly flharpness 
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wl^^ch spflcrl^in t^ieadder^s, while his cheek, gsew 

ahnost black under the influence of stcong emotion. 

'^ Is there any ome in this presence whopa your 
CAdyship recognizes,^ said the King, grac>oualy9 
^^ besides your old friends of Oranond and Arling- 
ton?'' 

*^ I see, my Liege, two worthy fneaids of my 
husband's house,^ replied the Countess; ^^ Sir 
Geofirey Peveril and his son— the latter a distin^ 
guished member of my son^s household.'' 

^^ Any one else ?" continued the Sing. 
N '^ An un&rtunate finnale of my family, who 4ia^ 
aj^eared from the Island of Man at the same time 
when Julian Peteril left it iqpon business of im*- 
portance.^-'SIie was thought to have &llen firam 
the eliff into the sea." 

^^ Had your Ladyship any reason to suspect—- 
pardon me,'' said the King, ^' for putting siiqh % 
i^aestbn-^-any improper intimacy between Master 
Peveril and this same female attmidant F" 

^^ My Liege," said the Countess, colouring in*- 
dignaiUly, " my household is of repujtation/^ 

" Nay, my Lady, be not angry," said the King; 

vol.. IV. V 
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^ I did but ftsk— sndb things wi]14)eMinthebe8t 
regulated families.^ 

'^ Not in mine, Sire,^ said tbe Countess. *^ Be- 
sides that, in common pride and in common hdS 
nesty, Julian Peveril is incapable of intriguing 
with an unhappy creature, remolded by her mis- 
fortune almost beyond the limits of humanity.'^ 

Zarah looked at her, and compressed her lip^ 
as if to keep in the words that would fain break 
from them. 

** I know not how it is,** said the King — ^** What 
yonr Ladyship says may be true in the mam, yet 
inen'^s tastes have strange vagaries. This girl is 
lost in Man so soon as the youth leaves it, and is 
found in Saint Jameses Park, bouncing and dan- 
cing like aftiry, so soon as he appears in London.^ 
' '* Impossible T said the Countess ; ^* she cannot 
dance."" 

^* 1 6ui^)ect,"" said the King, ^^ she can do more 
feats than your Ladyship either knows or would 
approve of 

The Countess drew up, and was indignantly si^ 
lent. 

The King proceeded — ** No sooner is Pevanl 
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in Newgate, than, by the account of the veneraUe 
little gentleman, this merry maiden is even there. 
Now, without inquiring how she got in, I think 
charitably that she had better taste than to come 
there on the dwarf's account.-- -Ah ha ! I think 
Master Julian is touched in conscience !^ 

Julian did indeed start as the King spoke, for 
it reminded him of the midnight visit in his cell. 

The King looked fixedly at him, and then pro- 
ceeded — ^^ Well, gentlemen, Feveril is carried to 
his trial, and is no sooner at liberty,. than we find 
him in the house where the Duke of Buckingham 
was arranging what he calls a musical mask. — 
Egad, I hold it next to certain, that this wench 
put the change on his Grace, and popt the poor 
dwarf into the bass-viol, reserving her own more 
precious hours to be spent witli Master Julian 
PeveriL — Think you not so, Sir Christian, you, 
the universal referee ? Is there any truth in my 
conjecture ?'^ 

Christian stole a glance on Zarah, and read that 
in her eye which embarrassed him. ^^ He did not 
know,^ he said ; ^^ he had indeed engaged this un- 
rivalled performer to take the proposed part in the 
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mask; md die was to hare come forth in tbemidit 
of a shower of kmbent fire, very artificiaUy pre* 
pared with pecfiuDes, to overcome the smell of the 
powder; but he knew not why — excepting that 
she was wil&l and capricious, like all great ge- 
niuses,— -she had certainly spoiled the concert by 
craiTBing in that more bulky dwarf.^ 

'' I should Kke;' said tiie King, '' to see tbis^ 
little maiden stand forth, and bear witness, in suc^ 
manner as she can express heraelf, on this myste- 
nous matter. Can-any- one hese understaDd her 
mode of ocmmumcatioaP^ 

Christian said, he knew something o{jt since he 
had become acquainted with her in London. The 
Countess ^poke-not tiU the King a^ced her, and 
thtti owned drily, that she had necessarily some 
habitual means of inierofmrs^ with one who had 
be^ immediately about her person for so many 
years. 

'' I should think,'' said Charles, '' that this 
same Master Julian Feveril has Ae more direct 
key to her language, after all we have heaid.*** « 

The K||ig lodced first at Peveril, who UiMhed 
like ama^bdenattheinfin^ence whidi the KingVre- 
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naark implied, and then suddenly turned his eyes on 
the supposed mute, on whose cheek a faint colour 
was dying away. A moment afterwards, at a signal 
from the Countess, Fenella, or Zarah, stepped for- 
ward) aiid haviiig kneeled down and kissed her 
Lady^'s hand, stood with her arms folded on her 
breast, with an humble air, as different from that 
which she wori^ in the haram of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, as that of a Magdalen from a Jodidi* 
Yet this was the least shew of her talent of rersa^ 
tility, for so well did she play the part of the dumb 
girl, that Buckingham, sharp as his discernment 
was, remaned Undecided whether the creature 
which stood before him could poss^ly be the same 
wiih her, who had, iti a diiffi^rent drass, made such 
an imprcfssion on his imagination, or indeed' was 
the imperfect creature she how represented. She 
had at once all that could mark thb imperfection 
of hearing, and all that could show the wondofiil 
address by which nature so often makes up for the 
deficiency. There was the lip that tirembled not 
At any sound — ^the seeming insensibility to the 
conversation which passed around ; While, on the 
other hand, was t)^ quick and vivid glance, that 
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seemed anxious to devour the meaning of those 
sounds, which she could gather no otherwise than 
by the motion of the lips^ 

Examined after her own fashion, Zarah con- 
firmed the tale of Christian in all its points, and 
admitted that she had deranged the project laid 
for a mast, by placing the dwarf in her own stead ; 
the cause of her doing so she declined to assign, 
and the Cotmtess pressed her no &rther. 

** Every thing tells to exculpate my Lord of 
Buckingham,^ said Charles, ^^ from so absurd an 
accusation ; the dwarTs testimony is too fiintastic, 
that of the two Peverils does not in the least affect 
the Duke ; that of the dumb damsel completely 
contradicts the possibility of his guilt. Methinks, 
my lords, we should acquaint him that he stands 
acquitted of a complaint, too ridiculous to have 
ever been subjected to a more serious scrutiny 
than we have hastily made upon this occasion.^ 

Arlington bowed in acquiescence, but Ormond 
spoke plainly. — " I should suffer, sire, in the opi- 
nion of the Duke of B>ickingham, brilliant as his 
talents are known to be, should I say that I am 
satisfied in my own mind on this occasion. But 
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I subscribe to the spirit of the times ; and I agree 
it woiJd be highly dangerous, on such accusations 
as we have been able to collect, to » impeach the 
.character of a zealous Protestant like his Grace 
— Had he been a Catholic, under such circum- 
.stances of suspicion, the Tower had been too good 
' a priaoUc for him.^ i 

Buckingham bowed to the Duke, of Ormond, 
with a meaning which even his triumph could not 
disguise. — " Tu me la pagherai /*" he muttered, 
in a tone of deep and abiding resentment ; but the 
stout old Irishman, who had ahready brayed his 
utmost wrath, cared little for this expression of his 
displeasure. 

The King^ then, signing to th^ other nobles to 
pa§s into the public apartments, stopped Buck^ 
ingham as he was about to follow them ; and when 
they were alone, asked, with a significant tone, 
which brought, all the blood in the Duke's veins 
into his countenance, ^^ When was it, George, 
that your useful friend Colonel Blood became a 
musician.^ — You are silent,^' he said; " do not 
.deny the charge, for yonder viUain, once* seen, U 
remembered for ever. Down, down on your kneesi, 
George, and acknowledge that you have abused 
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my easy temper.— -Seek for sa apakgy— niooe will 
serve your turn. I saw the man myself, mong 
your Gexraattt as you call them ; And you know 
what I must needs believe from audi a 4cmstan- 
•stMice.'' 

*^ Bdieve that I have been gu9ty-— most gvQty, 
my Li^e and Kiag,^ sa^ the Dlike, eoMHunce- 
eCmek md kneeling down ;— ^* believe that I (was 
misguided— that I was mad— ^Believe any d^ng 
but Aat I was capable of harming, or being ac- 
cesstity to ham, your person/ 

'' Idonotbdieveit,''sttdtbeK^g; <a thkk 
of you, Villiers, as the cinhpaidon of my dangers 
and my exile, and am so &r from supposing you 
mean wcmi^ than yon say, tbat I am eonvineed you 
admowledge more than you ever meabt to at- 
tempt.** 

«' By all that is mctedy" said the Duke, still 
kneeling, *^ had I not been involved to the extent 
of fife and fortune with the vfflain Christian'--' — ^** 
^^ N»y, if yeu bring Ghristian on the stage 
agaikr,^ said the King, smiling, ^^ it is time ftir me 
to '#ifbiiraw. Come^ Villieri, rise — I fbrgive thee, 
md only reecmimend one act of penance^-^^fae 
curse you yourself bestowed on the deg who bit 
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you^^miurriage, aad TCftirtmeat to yovr country- 

-scat'' 

The Duke ra«e abashed, and foUowedtfae King 
into the circle, which Charles entered, leaning. on 
the shoulder of his repentant peer; to whom he 
lihowed so much countttiance, as led the most 
aeute observes piieseot, to doubt the possibility 
of their existing any real cause for the surmiaes to 
the Duke^s prejudice. 

The Countess of Derby bad in the meanwhile 
consulted with the Duke of Ormond, with the 
Peverils, and with her other friends ;«nd by their 
amanimous advice, though with oonsideraUe dif- 
ficidty, became satisfied, that to hare thus shewn 
herself at court, was suiBdent to vindioate the ho- 
nour of Iier house ; and that it was her wisest 
course, after having done so, to retire to her io- 
sular dominions, without further provoking the 
resentment of a powerful faction. She took fare 
*well of the King in form, and demanded his pa** 
mission to carry back with her the helpldss crea 
ture who had so strangely esciq^ed from her pro 
tection, into a world where her condition render 
ed her so subject to every species of miaft)rtUQ< 
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<^ Will your Ladyship forgiTe me ?^ said Charles^ 
** I have studied your sex long— I am inistakeD 
if your little maiden is not as capable cf caring 
for herself as any of us.^ 

^^ Impossible T said the Countess. 

'^ Possible and^most true,^ whispered the King. 
^^ I will instantly convince you of the fact^ though 
the experiment is too dehcate to be made by any 
but your ladyship. Yonder she stands, looking 
as if she. heard no more- than the marble piUar 
against which she leans. Now, if Lady Derby 
will contrive either to place her hand near the re- 
gion of the damsePs heart, or at least on her arm, 
so that she can feel the sensation of the blood 
when the pulse increases, then do you, my Lord 
of Ormond, beckMi Julian Peveril out of sight— » 
I will shew you in a moment that it can stir at 
sounds spoken.^ 

The Countess, much surprised, afraid of spme 
embarrassing pleasantry ou.the part of Charles, 
yet uDiible to repress her curiosity, placed herself 
near Fenella, as she called her little mute; and, 
while making signs to her, contrived to place her 
haod on her wrist 
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' At this moment the King, passing near them, 
said, ** This is a horrid deed — the villain Chris- 
tian has stabbed young Peveril I'* 

The mute evidence of the pulse, which bound- 
ed as if a cannon had been discharged at the poor 
girPs ear, was accompanied by such a loud scream 
of agony, as distressed, while it startled, the good- 
hatured Monarch himself. ^^ I did but jest,^ he 
said ; <' Julian is well, my pretty maiden. I only 
used the wand of a certain blind deity called Cus- 
pid, to bring a deaf and dumb vassal of his to the 
exercise of her faculties." 

** I am bietrayed F she said, with her eyes fixed 
on the ground — ^* I am betrayed ! — and it is fit 
that she, whose life has been spent in practising 
treason on others, should be caught in her own 
snare. — But where is my tutor in iniquity ?^ 
Where is Christian, who taught me to play the 
part of spy on this unsuspicious lady, until I had 
well nigh delivered her into his bloody hands ?" 

*' This," said the King, " craves more'secMi 
examination. Let all leave the apartment who are 
not immediately connected with these proceed- 
ings, and let this Christian be again brought be- 
fore us.— Wretched man," he continued, address- 
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iDg Christian, *^ what wiles are these you hAre 
pracdsed, and by what extraordinary means ?^ 

*^ She has betrayed me, then !^ said Christian 
*— *^ Betrayed me to bonds and death, merely for 
an idle passion, which can never be successful !-*- 
But know, Zarah,^ he added, addressing her 
sternly, ^ when my life is forfeited through thy 
evidence, the daughter has murdered the father!^ 

The unfortunate giri stared on him in astonish- 
ment. <* Yoti said,^ at length she stammered 
finrth, ^^ that I was the daughter of your slaugh- 
tered brother ?^ 

^* That was partly to reconcile thee to the 
part thou wert to play in my destined drama of 
veiigeance — partly to hide what men call the in- 
Airny of thy birth. But tnt/ daughter thou art ! 
and from the eastern clime, in which thy mother 
was born, you derive that fierce torrent of pas« 
ston which I laboured to train to my purposes, 
but which, turned into another chadnel, has be- 
come the cause of your father's destruccioh. — 
My destiny is the Tower, I suppose ?" 

He spoke these words with great composure, 
and scarce seemed to regard the agonies of his* 
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daughter, who, throwing herarif at his feet, sob- 
bed and wept most bitterly. 

** This must not be,^ said the King, tnored 
with compassion at this scene of misery, ** If 
you consent, Christian, to leave this country, 
there is a vessel in the river bound for New Eng- 
land-^Gro, carry your dark intrigues to Qther 
kods.'' 

^^ I might dispute the sentence,"" said Chris- 
tian, boldly ; ^ and if I submit to it, it is a mut- 
ter of my own choice.— One half hour had made 
me even with that proud woman, but fprtune 
hath cast the balance against me. — Rise, Zarah, 
Fenella no more ! Tell ttie Lady of Derby, that, 
if the daughter of Edward Christian, the niece of 
her murdered victim, served her as a menial, it 
was but for the purpose of vengeance — miserably, 
miserably frustrated !— r>Thou seest thy folly now 
— thou wouldst f<dlow yonder ungrateful strip- 
ling — forsake ali other thoughts to gain his slight- 
est notice ; and now, thou art a forlorn outcast, 
ridiculed and insulted by those on whose aeeks 
you might have trode, had you govamed your- 
self with more wisdom ! — But come, thou art 

15 
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sdll my daughter— there are other skies than that 
which caDopies Britain.^ 

^^ Stop him,^ said the King; <^ we must know 
by what means this maiden found access to those 
confined in our prisons.^ 

^' I refer your Majesty to your most ProtesU 
ant jailor, and to the most Protestant Peers, 
who, in order to obtain perfect knowledge of the 
depth of the Popish Plot, have contrived these 
ingenious apertures for visiting them in th^ cells 
by night or day. His Grace of Buckingham can 
assist your Majesty, if you are inclined to make 
the inqu'ury." 

^* Christian,^ said the Duke, ^' thou art the 
most here-faced vill^ who ever breathed.^ 

<^ Of a commoner, I may ,^ answered Christian, 
and led his daughter out of the presence. 

^^ See^ after him, Selby,^' said the Eang; ^^ lose 
not fflffht of him till the ship sail ; if he dare re- 
turn to Britain, it shall be at his periL Would to 
God we had as good riddance of others as dan- 
gerous ! And I would also,^ he added, after a 
mcMuent'^s pause, *^ that all our p<ditical intrigues 

and feverish alarms could terminate 9s harmless- 

5 
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\j as now. Here is a plot without a drop of blood ; 
and all the elements of a romance, without its cmi- 
clusion. Here we have had a wandering island 
princess, (I pray my Lady of Derby's pardon,) 
a dwarf, a Moorish sorceress, an impenitent rogue, 
and a repentant man of rank, and yet all ends 
without either hanging or marriage.^ 

^^ Not altogether without the latter,^' said the 
Countess, who had an opportunity, during the 
evening, of much privJEtte conversation with Ju- 
lian Peveril. " There is a certain Major Bridge- 
north, who, since your Majesty relinquishes far- 
ther inquiry into these proceedings, which he had 
otherwise intended to abide, designs, as we are 
informed, to leave England for ever. Now this 
BridgencMTth, by dint of the law, hath acquired 
strong possession over the ancient domains of 
Peveril, which he is desirous to restore to the 
owners, with much fair land besides, condition- 
ally, that our young Julian will receive them as 
the dowry of his only child and heir.* 

" By my faith,'' said the King, " she must be 
a fouUfavoured wench indeed, if Julian requires 
to be pressed to accept her on such fair condi- 
tions.'* 
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^* They love each other like lovers of ibc^ Ust 
age,^ said the CounteBs; ^^but the stout old 
Knight lores not the Roundheaded alliance.^ 

^* Our royal recommendation sbiill put that to 
rights,^ said the King ; *' Sir GeofiVey Feveril 
has not suffered hardship so often at our coni- 
mand, that he will refuse our reeonuaendation 
vhen it comes to make him amends for a^U bis 
losses.^ 

It may be supposed the King did not speak 
without being fully aware of the ualiimted as- 
cendency which be possessed oyer the spirit of 
the old Tory; for, within four weeks afterwards, 
the bells of Martandale-Moultrasae were rin^ng 
for the union of the families, from whose estates 
it takes its compound name, and the beacon light 
of the Castle biased high over hill and dale, and 
sntnmoaed att to rgoice who were within twenty 
miles of its gleam. 
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